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Saddam overthrow botched by CIA 
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EXCLUSIVE 


by Patrick Cockbum 


300 Iraqis die after bungled operation 


A 


Up to 300 Iraqis died last year as the 
result of a failed attempt by the CIA 
to overthrow Saddam Hussein, the 
Iraqi leader, in a debacle which led 
to the liquidation of the agency's ex- 
tensive operation in northern Iraq. 

Only now are details emerging of 
one of the CIA's greatest failures 
since it was set up 50 years ago. It 
not only financed an Iraqi opposition 
group, which killed 100 people in a 
bombing campaign against civilian 
targets in Baghdad and other cities. 


but fomented a military coup which 
President Saddam bloodily crushed. 

The CIA debacle in Iraq may yet 
tarnish the reputation of George J 
Teter, the CIA's director designate, 
who as deputy director presided 
over the disaster. But one former US 
official said yesterday "As in Somalia, 
the disaster in Iraq was so complete 
that nobody in Washington wants an 
inquiry into what went wrong." 

Mr leter will undergo confirma- 
tion hearings next week in Wash- 


ington, where questions about his 
handling of the affair are likely to be 
asked. 

The case with which the Iraqi 
leader crushed a CIA-backed coup 
in June, during which some 80 Iraqi 
officers were executed or died under 
torture, may have given him the con- 
fidence two months later to send his 
tanks into Iraqi Kurdistan. A further 
120 Iraqis on the CIA payroll were 
slaughtered because the agency had 
failed to foresee the attack. 


In the wake of this series of dis- 
asters the CIA officer in Amman, the 
capital of Jordan, in charge of or- 
ganising the coup against President 
Saddam, is said by a Washington 
source to have received a telephone 
call from Baghdad asking for him by 
name. The caller, presumably an 
Iraqi intelligence official, gave ex- 
tensive details of the coup, includ- 
ing the names of those involved. He 
then suggested that the CIA official 
pack up and go home. 


The attempt to overthrow Saddam 
Hussein was sparked off by the 
CIAs belief that the defection of Lt. 
Gen Hussein Kamil, the Iraqi 
leader’s son-in-law, in 1995, meant 
be was vulnerable. The CIA was ea- 
ger for a success after the scandal 
over Aldrich Ames, the officer on- 
masked as a Russian spy. President 
Bill Clintonjsigned an order in 1996 
for $6m (£3.7m) in covert aid to be 
given to an Iraqi opposition group, 
the Iraqi National Accord (INA). 


The INA was already on the CIA 
payroll and was mainly recruited 
from former Iraqi officers and offi- 
cials from the ruling party. From 
bases in Iraqi Kurdistan it had car- 
ried out bombing attacks on Bagh- 
dad. Details of these were spelt out 
by Abu, Amneh - al-Khadami, . the 
INA’s chief bo mb maker, Who made 
a video -r obtained hy The Indepen- 
dent - of himself accusing his senior 
officer of keeping him short of mon- 
ey, arms and explosives as we Has se- 
cretly working for Iraqi intelligence. 

Whenjraqi tanks rolled into Iraqi 
Kurdistan last August they destroyed 


the remnants of one of die largest 
CIA operations in the world- Several 
thousand Iraqis and Kurds who had 
worked for CIA-backed organisa- 
tions had to be evacuated to the US. 
Their flight ended the CIA's at- 
tempt to rebuild its reputation by 
overthrowing Saddam Hussein. 

John Deuteh, the outgoing head 
of the CLV'is said by an Iraqi 
source to feel that the strength of the 
INA was misrepresented to him. He 
resigned as director of the CIA af- 
ter President Clinton refused to 
mat-p him Defense Secretary. 

Bungle in Baghdad, page 17 




From blizzard to a drought. 



...what a difference 2 years makes 
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Blooming: A sunny day in York yesterday (top), and two years ago Photographs: John Giles/FA 


Louise Jury and 
Jason Bennetto 


Two years ago lire daffodils 
were covered in a snowy winter 
blanket. Yesterday the same 
flowers basked in temperatures 
which seemed like summer. 
Britain was hotter than Los An- 
geles. Algiers and Athens, as 
icmperalurcs hit the 70s m the 
earliest spring for seven years. 

Then; is some way to go 
heal the record temperature for 
this point in the year - 26.5C 
I79.7F) on 4 April 194b, at 
Greenwich Observatory. 

But the blue skies were more 
lhan enough to bring smiles to 

ihe faces of seaside traders and 
Hinseekers/Iwo-thousand peo- 
ple crowded on to the beach at 
Bournemouth and a brave few 
even paddled in the water. 

Weston-super-Mare was 

"much busier than usual for the 
time of year." according to the 
tourist information officer, and 


at Brighton, where the tem- 
perature was 19C (6ft F). up lo 
10.000 people made the scene 
look more like August than 
April. 

Boots the Chemist sold a 
record number of pairs of sun- 
glasses - and lilies of bottled wa- 
ter and sun cream. More people 
paid heed to cancer warnings 
and choosing higher factors, al- 
though there were also sales of 
sunburn ointments. 

A London Weather Centre 
spokesman said the hottest 
place in Britain yesterday was 
Southampton airport, at 22C 
(72F) compared with an April 
average of 1 1C (52F). 

Today will be cooler with 
dips in temperatures as low as 
9 or IOC (5UF). But by Sunday, 
there will be sunshine every- 
where once more. 

After 10 days with no rainfall 
in London. YVUliam Hill, the 
bookmakers, have cut the odds 
on a dry April to 16-1 compared 


with 66-1 at the beginning of the 
month. "We could end up be- 
ing real April fools," said 
spokesman Graham Sharpe. 
"Punters arc gambling on a 
scorching dry summer." 

But the sunshine has its 
downsides. Britain could be 
heading for a record year for 
tires in the countryside. 

Blazes in parklands and 
heaths are for the first time the 
mosl common type of fires, 
suggesting that global wanning 
may be having an irreversible ef- 
fect on countryside safety. 

Fire brigades were called to 
more than 600,000 incidents in 
1995 -an increase of 26 percent 
on the previous year - largely as 
a resull of Ihe dry spells. Then? 
were 174.500 grassland and 
heaihland fires, a 131 per cent 
rise from 75.000 in 1994. 

This year fires have already 
destroyed a large chunk o'f 
Dartmoor in the South West 
and forest land in Cheshire. 


Tories 
No Euro 



Anthony Bavins 
and Cofai Brown 


A nation-wide Tory grass-roots 
mutiny over Europe under- 
mined John Major’s efforts to 
turn his fire on Labour’s attitude 
to Brussels last night. 

A broad selection of Con- 
servative candidates' election 
addresses, obtained by The 
Independent , shows outright 
defiance against the single cur- 
rency line hammered out by the 
Cabinet in January. 

While Mr Major and his 
Cabinet colleagues have agreed 
to keep the currency option 
open, the candidates' revolt 
shows that another Conserva- 
tive government would be most 
unlikely to muster a Commons 
majority for entry. 

One of the Tbry rebels who 
made life so difficult for the 
Government over the Maas- 
tricht Theaty said yesterday that 
there was not a "cat in hell's 
chance" of Conservative MPs 
voting for the euro. 

In their personal addresses to 
their voters, the candidates are 
resolute in their hostility. Sir 
Ivan Lawrence QC, who is 
standing in Burton, says under 
a headline "No Surrender” that 
“Monetary union poses the 
gravest threat to Britain's future 
as a self-governing nation". 

Sir Peter TapselL the candi- 
date for Louth and Horn castle, 
says that if the United Kingdom 
joined up, Chancellor Helmut 
KohJ would become leader of the 
country. “I give you this pledge: 
I shall never vole to join a sin- 
gle European currency," be says. 

While adamant opposition 
might be expected from former 
MPS with a track record of 
diehard resistance to European 
integration, the rebellion has in- 
fected Mr Major's loyalist 
heartland. 

Julian Brazier, "Backbencher 
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POLL 


Labour 

Con 

Lib Dem 
Others 


52% 

30% 

12 % 

6% 


Change since last week 

up 2 
down 2 


Harris Research interviewed 1138 adults face-to-face in 
their homes between 4 and 7 Apri 
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of the Year”. teQs the voters of 
Canterbury. "I will fight against . 
the abolition of the pound aad 
its absorption into a single cur- 
rency Britain would have 
handed over control forever 
of British interest rates and fis- 
cal policy to unelected bankers 
abroad.” 

Labour has already hard- 
ened its line on the single cur- 


Beil toils for Hamilton 


Martin Bell is poised to de- 
feat Neil HamSton in Tattoo 
acconSrtg to a MORI poll in 
the constituency for to day Is 
Sun, writes John Rentouf. 
And if an independent 
Conservative candidate 
stands, he or she would push 1 
Mr Belt, with Nfc Hamilton a * 
poor third. } 

Mr Bel the “anti-steaze" can-j 
dkJate, is backed by 44 per 
cent to 40 per cent for Mr f 
Hamilton, who has been corn 
firmed as the Tory candidate.' 
About half of his supporters ' 
would vote independent Tory 
If one stood. 


rency beyond that of the Con- 
servatives - saying member- 
ship is "improbable” in the 
lifetime of the next Parliament. 

Tony Blair will today step up 
his campaign with publication of 
a business manifesto. An NOP 
poll of senior management in 
overseas companies trait have in- 
vested in Britain - and employ- 
ing 180,000 - shows strong 
support for one of Labour's key 
manifesto planks; the need for 
more skills training. 

The poll, commissioned by a 
Labour-supporting business- 
man, shows one-third of those 
questioned believing that basic 
skills in the United Kingdom 
were lower than in the rest of 
Europe: only a quarter thought 
skills were higher than else- 
where in Europe. Altogether, 48 
percent said that they hod a pri- 
mary or major concern over skill 
levels, and a further 38 per cent 
said it was a moderate concern. 

The poll also showed more 
than three-quarters of those in- 
terviewed believed that inward 
investment would increase (13 
per cent) or remain the same 


Could this be the answer 
to everyone’s pi*ayers? 


Matthew Brace 


The effect of the power of 
prayer on hospital patients is to 
be scientifically tested for the 
first time. 

The leader of the experi- 
ments, Professor Russell 
Stannard of the Open Univer- 
sity, is keeping an open mind on 
what might result “God's got a 
will of His own and might 
decide not to co-operate.” 

The tests - funded by the 
John Templeton Foundation, a 
charitable organisation aimed at 
the progress of religion - will 
involve three groups of 600 
patients. Tiro groups will be told 
they may be prayed for by a 
special praying team; one 


actually will be prayed for, the 
other will not, but ’neither will 
know for certain who is in tite 
team's thoughts. ’ 

A third group will know they 
are being prayed for and will be 
monitored to determine if that 
knowledge has a psychosomatic 
effect on their symptoms. _ - 
Prof Stannard, wno has given 
the financial go-ahead for il}e 
project to be conducted at three 
American hospitals over tvfo 
years, sakl its purpose was mere y 
"to find out what happens". 

“The foundation is not going 
into the experiment .hoping 
that there will be a positive 
effect. We are genuinely 
interested in any experimenta- 
tion which has a bearing on 


religion.” said Prof Stannard. 

“Obviously, if it turns out that 
there is a positive result, that will 
be extremely interesting. 

"It would open up whole 
areas of research, such as 
different methods of prayer, and 
prayer for different Alnesses." 

Prof Stannard, who sees no 
contradiction in being a Chris- 
tian and a scientist, said a result 
showing ho significant differ- 
ence between the groups would 
not necessarily prove prayer 
did not help. He sard people 
might pray for themselves and 
receive prayers from dose 
friends' and family un- 
accounted-for prayer known 
scientifically as "unwanted 
background noise”. 
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(66 percent) if Labour won the 
election. While only 3 per cent 
thought inward investment 
would decrease with a Conser- 
vative win, 13 per cent thought 
it would decrease with a Labour 
win. . 

1 Mr Major’s confidence in 
his own victory has become to- 
tal over recent days. One dose 
associate said yesterday. “He 
believes he is coasting to victo- 
ry. John can already see the 
champagne glass in his hand on 

2 May" 

That was reflected lost night 
iri a speech be used to attack 
Labour policy on Europe - at 
the JCB industrial earth-mov- 
ing equipment plant, in 
Staffordshire. He said the spir- 
it of Tbry activists were up be- 
cause they had seen die Labour 
Party “crumble, crumple and 
crash to the ground under the 
first bit of real pressure. They're 
there to be beaten - they're the 
don't knows of politics.” 

Urging his audience to go out 
in search of the "don’t knows", 
Mr Major that said in one week 
Labour had lurched from gaffe. 


to panic, to chaos. “Behind the 
front doors of Britain are mil- 
lions of people who have yet to 
make up their minds,” he said. 

In his speech, Mr Major 
challenged Mr Blair to commit 
Labour to putting legislation 
through the Commons before 
hesigned the European Social 
Chapter. 

“lithe measures in the Social 
Chapter are good for Britain 
and those that would follow 
British signatures on the Social 
Chapter,” he said. “let Labour 
argue for them, in detail, in our 
own Parliament, where they 
could be amended, added to or 
subtracted from, not taken in 
total, without change." 

Signing up to the Social 
Chapter would hand more pow- 
er to the unions to pay Mr 
Blair's IOU to the trade union 
barons, Mi Major said He also 
opened a personal assault on 
Mr Blair's call for trust in him. 
He said Mr Blair could nut he 
trusted to negotiate for Britain 
at die Amsterdam summit on 14 
June. Mr Blair's trust was “dead 
in the water," he said. 


The new 
Armada 1500. 

There’s one 
feature we’ve 
skimped on. 


E1199+VAT (£1409 incl. VAT) 


The new Armada 1500 range From Compaq - 
highly featured all-in-one notebooks at nntahiv 
low prices. Apart from core Features like a fast 
•Intel' Pentium* processor and .16 MB 'RAM, 
these notebooks {including the Armada 15! 0) 
boast a wealth oF Fully integrated 
extras such -as an AC adaptor. The 
Armada 1520D’even incorporates a 

10. speed "CD-ROM. Quite simply 

VV* k el everything you need in. j* ' 

one package at a cracking little 
price. For your brochure pack please phone: 

099050 0020 
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WPC shot by IRA gunmen 
in Londonderry attack 

A woman police officer was shot and seriously wounded in an iRA 
attack in the city of Londonderry yesterday, amid apparently ■ 
unfounded media speculation that a new IRA ceasefire was 
imminent. 

The officer was shot in the chest by gunme n who opened fire 
from the back of a white van. This was later found abandoned dose 
to the largely republican Bogside district, sparteine off a major 
security operation there. 

The 'injured officer was taken to a local hospital where her 
condition was described as serious but stable. The circumstances of 
the attack leave little room for doubt that the ERA’S intention was 
to kill her. The last police officer killed in Northern Ireland died in 
the same city in a mortar attack in April 1994. 

Republican sources yesterday continued to deny all knowledge 
of an IRA ceasefire some reporters have predict ed.Davfd McKfttrlck 

Triad hostage’s 12 days of torture 

A gang of Triads kidnapped a Chinese chef and chained him to a 
radiator during a 12-day ordeal of violence, Southwark Crown 
Court heard yesterday. 

Xiao Ming Cao. 25, a Chinese national, was forced to make 
telephone calls to his family in China, telling them that if they 
wanted ro see him alive they must pay a £40,000 ransom. 

An international police operation was launched, with officers 
liaising with authorities in China. After two weeks, police traced 
Mr Cao to a house in Holloway, north London, where they 
arrested five men, all Chinese nationals. 

Peter Garke, for the prosecution, said Mr Cao was kidnapped as 
he walked past Hendon underground station, north London, on his 
way home from work on 22 June last year. 

Counting the cost of test-tube baby 

The cost of having a test-tube baby is eight times more expensive in 
some clinics than in others, a report in Hospital Doctor magazine 
revealed yesterday. ! 

An In-Vitro Fertilisation league table devised by infertility expert 
Professor Peter Baude, consultant obstetrician and gynaecologik at 
Guy's and St Thomas's Hospitals, in London, disclosed that costs 
per live birth at more than 50 clinics vary between £5 .325 and 
£41,939. He said that couples needed to know the cost 
per live birth to make an informed choice of what treatment to 
choose. Even in the best dimes, he said, the chances of success may 
be no better than one in five. 

Judge grants Douglas inquest review 

There was renewed pressure on 
the police to revise their 
methods of restr aining suspects 
yesterday after a judge opened 
the way for the family of ^Vfcyne 
Douglas. 25, whose death in 
custody triggered the 1995 
Brixton riots, to challenge an 
inquest verdict 
Mr Justice Forbes ruled that 
Lisa Douglas-WOliams, sister of 
the dead man, had an arguable 
case for a judicial review of the 
direction given by Southwark 
coroner Sir Montague Levine 
to the inquest jury, which brought in a verdict of accidental death. 

The jury said Mr Douglas, a burglary suspect who officers said 
had threatened them with a knife, had died from heart failure 
caused by “positional asphyxia" brought on by stress and exhaustion 
after a chase and being held face down in the prone position. 

A new inquest could be ordered if Ms Douglas-WUliams succeeds 
in a full judicial review hearing in July. Giving the go-ahead for the 
challenge yesterday, the judge said it was arguable that Sir 
Montague" had failed to give adequate or clear directions to the 
jury on two possible forms of unlawful killing. Patricia Wynn Davies 

Sixth person held for Guerin murder 

A sixth person was held by police yesterday in the investigation into 
the murder of Irish crime’reporter Veronica Guerin. 

All of those held during the past two days have been detained 
under the terms of legislation permitting suspects to be kept in 
custody for up to 48 hours. The latest arrest, of a man, was made 
yesterday morning. A man and a woman held after leaving a ferry 
from Anglesey, at Dun Laogbaire, Co Dublin, on Wednesday, and 
three other men picked up later, are also being questioned. 

Ms Guerin was shot dead in her car in Dublin last June. More 
than 100 arrests have been made, but only one man has been 
charged with the murder. 
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Faces of defiance: A lookafikes’ gathering in Key West- the only event to be saved 



fans as festival is scrapped 


as the bell tolled for Ernest Hemingway In one 
of his favourite haunts, Kay West? 


Yes, say his three sons, unless they get a cut of the 
Hemingway-related profits in the United States' south- 
ernmost town. Not quite, say the organisers of Hem- 
ingway Days, afivedsjy festival of Btefary lectures, sheet ; 
falls, hard drinking and arm-wrestling contests. . . .. . 

For the past 1 6 yeas, the fishing vttage-cum-tobrist 
resort, a.meccafor gays and lesbians, has hosted the 7 
festival, attracting ani average 1 0,000 touristy ~ 

This year, Hemingway’s three sons, afi efcferfy, de- 
cided file event was "tasteless and tacky," particular- 
ly the “Papa" t-s hdrts, caps, false bears and other triyia 
sold on the streets. They threatened legal action but 
said they Would swallow their pride for a piece of the. 
action -10 per cent to be exact. 

: . ‘ Festival organiser Michael Whaltori. was disgusted. 
The event only makes around £10,000, he said, mean- 
-Hemingway brats were flagging over £1 ,000. 
He said he would call off the formal event to 
avoid a long and expensive legal battle, although 


be. 


he felt he could win in court "Ue’s too short.' 
decided. 2 . _ 

But true to his literary hero, Mr Whafton is riot gjttfj; 
ing in without a fight "WB’re stfi going to hold the Hera^j 
ingway lookaffire contest - always the efimax of the 1 
festival,” he said. "They may be able to sue us over 
him but! hope they can’t sue us over people that foofc-3 
like him." . 

■ ' Last year; 127 bulky, white-bearded, dakpsgjfc. 
swilling men took partin the contest, at Sloppy Job's, 
bar on Duyal Street, a favourite Hemingway" fietJnLlt ; 
was : there he met a future wife, Martha GeAftom. re- 
taxed after writing much of A Farewell to Arms, *md . 
from where (according to a story hr Ijcedtb tefllffthv 
seB) he stole an entire urinal for hte owohouse on Whde- ’ 
head Street .. . " : ■•••• 

’ "The festival portrayed my dad as a bJg~drinkfo& : 
beachcomber bum,” , said Patricfc Hereingway one 
of the Nobel-prize winning author's sons: "But for a 
beachcomber bum, he certainfiy accomplished a lot 
in his life.” ' ' '' ' 

Phil Davison, Mferar 


Blyton debate to 
assess author’s 
literary merit 

The decades-long argument over 
Enid Btyton's Influence on her mil- 
lions of young readers will ignite 
again tomorrow. A major confer- 
ence to mark the centenary of foe 
author's birth will set defenders of 
her lasting power to cast a spell 
on children against accusers who 
condemn her books for their snob- 
bery, racial bigotry and sheer 
escapism. 

Tomorrow’s conference, at the 
Roehampton Inatute in London, is 
organised by foe National Centre 
for Research in Children’s Litera- 
ture. The Centre's director. Dr Kim 
Reynolds, acknowledges that 
some critics and parents try to 
steer children away from a writer 
whose dismissive view of the 
working class and other races 
match her "repetitive plots and 
persistent falsification of reality”. 

But for Nicholas Tucker, an ex- 
pert in children’s writing at Sussex 
University, Blyton 's strength lay 
precisely in her ability “to move 
straight from her imagination into 
foe child’s imagination without foe 
real world intervening”. He points 
out that foe idea of armies of 
teachers and librarians sweeping 
Noddy from foe shelves always 
owed more to foe media than foe 
truth: "The opposition to Blyton 
was always very tenuous, but it 
got a lot of publicity”. . 

Blyton (right), who died a mil- 



lionaire in 1968, produced one 
book a month. She could finish a 
fulHengfo novel within a working 
week and insisted on a minimum 
print-run of 25,000 in the post-war 
years of paper shortages. 

She remains big news and big 
business. Thanks to new EU rules, 
foe lucrative copyrights to foe Fa- 
mous Five, Secret Seven and their 
friends will stay under foe control 
of Enid Blyton Limited until 2037. 

In recent years foe Blyton Estate 
has sidestepped critics by updat- 
ing foe books. Offending details 
(such as foe black-faced Gollles 
who mug Noddy in one book) sim- 
ply disappear. So today’s young 
readers fail to see why anyone 
could ever have objected. And as 
Nicholas Tucker notes: “One thing 
you can always do with bad litera- 
ture is rewrite it”. 

Boyd Tonkin 


Fur flies over 
Wintour invitation 

Never resting in their campaign to 
“out" famous names who cannot 
give up their furs, foe crew at PETA, 
People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals, have pulled a stunt in foe 
midst of New York’s Fashion Week 
that has more than raffled British- 
born Anna Wintour, editor of the US 
Vogue. 

Ms Wintour; long a favourite target 
of anti-fur activists, is said to be 
ready to go to court over an 
Imitadon nowin drtxdadon arnong 
New York’s fashion set for a PETA 
fundraising bash on Saturday night 

Her anger is hardly surprising. 
No-one in the fashion world Hires to 
have fun poked at them pubOdy, 
least of all in the one week of the 
New York calendar that really mat- 
ters. What good is It to Ms Wintour 
if we know it was her caterer who 
supplied foe eats at the massively- 
attended Absoi ut-Versace-on-l ce 
Party on Wednesday? (And deli- 
cious they were, but hander to find 
than a good chinchilla stole.) 

The Invite is a glossy affair 
featuring a crueHy un fl a ttering 
Wintour look-alike holding a maga- 
zine named ’Morgue’. ‘Anna Win- 
tour requests the pleasure of your 
company," it says, "for PETA's 
Fashion Week bash”. Splashed 
across the fake mag is a teaser: 
“What 1 did with my unwanted 
beaver 1 , by Anna Wmtoui". 

The PETA party will be at Club 
Expo, just steps from the Fashion 
Week tents. . David Usbom* 


HEALTH 

Refinement is the key 
for food allergy sufferers 

Refined peanut oil appears to be safe for people who risk death 
from eating peanuts, new research claims today. Crude, or 
unrefined peanut oD, on foe other hand, might be dangerous, 
scientists found. 

A team of re se archers led by Dr Jonathan Hourihane, from 
outhampftm General : *- 1 •— »—* —«»*««« ***** i#> mti 

raven allergy to pan 
uiat 10 percenter tfto 
reacted to refined ofl. 

The doctors said, in an article in the British Medical Journal, 
that it was vital for restaurant and cateringstaff to be more aware 
of food allergy. They also called for a discontinuation of the 
mnfhcing term groundnut for peanut o3, and dear labeling to 
distinguish between refined and crude oils. 

David Reading, director of the Anaphylaxis Campaign, which 
aims to increase public awareness about fife-threatening allergies, 
said: "Some times people with peanut allergy describe mealtimes as 
Kite playing Russian roulette - it can be that frightening. 

"But ifthe risk posed by peanut oil is very low, as this research 
suggests, then people wfll find they can eat with for greater 
confidence." 



SOCIETY 

No sex please, we’re truckers 

Tough truckers are realty home-loving men who put sex, drin k in g 
and nights oat way down their Bst of priorities, according to a 
survey published yesterday. 

Traditionally, ferry drivers have often been regarded as 
chauvinistic roadhogs who eat Ybririe Bars and car drivers for 
breakfast -when they’re not tucking into a roadside fry-up. 

But the surrey found that thoughts of family and home life are 
uppermost in the minds of more than one in three truckers as they 
travel along. 

A Anther 25 percent concentrate on arriving on time while 16 
per cent think of nothing 
In particular Just 7 per 
emit focus on sex, drink, 
food and nights out, while 
only 2 per cant are 
preoccupied with bad 
driving, said the survey 
from PHH Management 
Services. 

“The results would seem 
to support the idea that 
Joe Tkadrei; traditionally 
the ultimate symbol of 
masculinity is in feet a . . 

‘New Mao’, more 
concerned with (amity and 
doing his job effidentty 
than p reviou sly believed,” 
said a PHH spokesman. 

TRANSPORT 

Bus and rail complaints soar 

The level of complaints from bus and train passengers in the 
London area is soaring, according to figures released yesterday. 
Complaints in the area inside the M25 between October and 
December 1996 rose 12.4 per cent compared with the same period 
in 1995 and were more than 30 per cent up on the previous three 
months, statistics from the London Regional Passengers' 
Committee, the passenger watchdog, disclosed. 

Refunds and claims topped the list of cfSinpiamts from main-line 
passengers, whereas fares and ticketing were Tube travellers 
biggest gripes. Bus passengers complained most about staff 
conduct. The pressure group Save Our Railways described the 
complaints level as providing “another hammer blow to the 
credibility of rail privatisation". 

Jonathan Bray, a spokesman for the group, said: "London's rail 
passengers have given their verdict on rail privatisation. That 
verdict is a resounding thumbs down." 

Of the total complaints in the final quarter of last year, 47 per 
cent related to main-line rail, nearly 33 per cent related to buses, 
and more than a fifth to London Underground. Randeep Ramesh 

BROADCASTING 

Channel 5 viewers in a minority 

Channel 5 can be received in fewer than half the country's homes, 
according to advertising agencies who have analysed its first two 
weeks’ viewing figures. The channel had predicted it would be 
received in 65 per cent of homes from day one, rising to nearer 85 
per cent after a year. However; die agencies’ analysis shows that 
only 35 par cent of homes have so fax watched it, meaning that just 
40 to 45 percent of them are capable of receiving a dear signal, 
according to the trade journal Media Week. 

Channel 5 had to retune 9 million video recorders before launch 
to make sure its signal did not interfere with TV reception of other 
c h a nnels . It estimated that 3 million homes would need new 
aerials before they could get a picture -even if they lived within a 
transmission area. Paul McCann 

PROPERTY 

North-South divide in house market 

The much vaunted boom in house prices is still subject to a North- 
South divide, according to a new survey which shows house prices 
are actually falling in many parts of the country. 

During January to March, bouse prices fell in all three northern 
regions of England and in Vihles. Scotland and Northern Ireland, 
according to the Halifax Building Society. 

The national figures show that for the UK as a whole, bouse 
prices rose by 1.1 per cent in the first three months of the year, 
compared to a 2.7 per cent rise in the period from October to 
December last year. 

House prices nationally are now 7.2 per cent higher than they 
were a year ago, while prices in Greater London are more than 17 

g er cent higher than they were a year ago. However, the national 
gures for the first three months of the year have lead to 
speculation the boom may be waning slightly. Simon Reeve 
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news 


Science, sex and Indian movies - 

of the new avant-garde 



David Lister 
Arts News Edit or 

SciMce will be the new avant- garde 
Institute of Contemporaiy Arts in 
London will turn its premises over to sd- 
eobsts on a regular basis for think-ins, W™ 
and exhibitions on cloning and other eth- 
ical issues. 

But the avant-garde, late nineties style, 
wflJ also include an Indian film foralarae- 
V Asian audience in St James’s Park, and 
a rock concert where sixties’ heroes play 
alongside young Britpop rebels. 

The avant-garde is about to be redefined 
by the new director of the ICA, Britain's 
traditional keeper of the avant-garde flame. 
Philip Dodd, 47, who takes over at the ICA 
this month, says in an interview with The 
Independent that science win for the first 
time lake its place inside the ICA with de- 
bates on ethical, issues. 

He is also negotiating with Westminster 
city council to celebrate the 50th anniver- 
saty of Indian independence with a subti- 
tled Indian film shown to a mass audience 
- the first time an open air movie show has 
been held in a.royal park. • -•• • 

And at the cutting edge of the new avant- 
garde he wants exhibitions, films and 
shows springing from the imaginations of 
artists rather than curators, and “constel- 
lations of meetings’’, the bringing togeth- 
er of different generations, of scientists, 
artists, musicians and designers to swap 
ideas. 

In addition the ICA wifi oversee cultural 
exchanges between London miri cities like 
Los Angeles to bring festivals of their art, 
film, music and theatre to the capital. 

Mr Dodd is a farmer editor of Sigfa and 
Sound, the British Film Institute magazine, 
former deputy editor of The New Statesman 
and one of the founders of BBC's The Late 
Show. He is also a member of the inde- 
pendent think tank Demos and an 
academic who has studied the history of the 
avant-garde. 

“Avant-garde is a word that was actual- 
ly invented in the 1840s," he says. “It came 
from the military. It's due for a make-over. 
The cutting edge now is likely to come from 
mongrel couplings. What the avant-garde 
must do is bang together different groups 
who have not been brought together be- 
fore. It must generate new ideas, new art, 
bring different generations together, mu- 
sicians, fashion designers, artists- just. as 
some of the most interesting work In 
Britain came out of the art schools, the one 
place where art and music and fashion all 
mixed, where low and hijfo w ccJtuiBl,.aiid . 
commercial met. • .. . 

“I’m setting up wftb Demos a think tank 
within the. JCA .to, rotfciafc 4b& 

British design and it won’t jusrbe the usu- 
al suspects. It will lake into accounHhe rev- 
olution in retail design, how somewhere Hire 
Prct a Manger has establifoed itself as a 
popular coffee mace.” 

Despite a £200,000 or 35 per cent grant 
cut imposed upon the ICA by Rfestminster 
council to keep its council tax down, Mr 
Dodd sews he is determined to do “spec- 
tacular things.” 

He explains: “I am negotiating to put on 
a big Indian movie in thepaxk to celebrate 




Cutting edge; A moment from Belladonna (left), the ICA’s fin de sie- 
cfe exhibition about millennial angst Philip Dodd (above) the new 
director of the central London arts venue, says he Is determined to 
do ‘spectacular things' Photographs: Lisa May Post Emma Boam 


How the ICA swung in the Sixties 


Michael Kustow, ICA director from 
1967-71, reminisced In die New 
Statesmen recently on a Sixties ICA 
* happening 

"I invited Carotee Schneeman, a 
New York pioneer of body and event 
art to do a happening in foe still -un- 
finished ICA cinema. She filled foe 
place with foam rubber and rolled 
around on it naked, with images of 
the Vietnam war projected over her. 
Several members of the audience 
stripped off and joined in Two days 
later. Lord Goodman warned that foe 
building wasn't paid for and prospec- 
tive donors might be discouraged by 
accounts of such happenings. 0 



An ICA show in 1969 


Rex } 


independence; a taiggig at the Royal Fes- 
tival Hall with the Clash, Pulp ana Bowie 
-you bring toge&exbandswho would Dew 
er play together elsewhere. You’d be mix- 
ing and matching the generations- I’m not 


son who is 16 doesn’t have ray i 
meat about the sixties. Young people arc 
interested in all the generations.” 

He win, heproniises, dhninish the pow- 


er of foe director and curator in art “I don’t 
think it’s a surprise,” he says, “that Damien 
Hirst curated Freeze [the radical art exhi- 
bition that introduced a new conceptuaj- 
ist generation in 1988]. Artists are closer 
to the ground. They are not following fash- 
ions. They are making them. 

“The sixties believed in a high low dis- 
tinction. I believe in promiscuity. High and 
low, mainstream and avant-garde, those dis- 



for a real 



in 1997? 



■The avant garde has to escape the institutions of the avant 
garde repowwrited by the foe Turner Prize and the ICA [above]* 


Julia Peyton Jones, director of 
the Serpentine Gallery: “It 
would be foolish to ignore the 
presence of new technology 
and everything it can do m 
terms of photography and film- 
This changes the landscape in 
ways we cannot begin to imag- 
ine.” . t 

Rose Fenton, London In- 
ternational Festival of Dieatre: 


“A troupe called Deiaguardo is 
coming to us from Buenos 
Aires. They meld moun- 
taineering, extreme sports, 
dance and circus, use elemen- 
tal forces like water, winds and 
temperature control to put the 
audience through the experi- 
ence they are watching.” 

Stephen Daldry, artistic, 
director. Royal Court: “Sex Is 


coming back into fashion big 
.time. The dub energy that’s in 
London at tfamnoment is very 
sexy, . Labour and sex wfij prob- 
ably go together. As a culture 
gains in confidence, sex 
emerges.” 

Robert Hewfcon, author of 
Culture and Consensus: England 
art and politics since 1940: “The 
avant-garde has to escape the 


institutions of the avant-garde 
represented by the Title Gallery 
of modern art, the Turner Prize 
and the ICA.” 

Nancy T0ber& 24, fashion stu- 
dent, Royal College of Art: 
“When people start wearing 
their computers as pan of their 
clothing, that’s avant-garde.” 

Additional research: Colin 
Blackstock 



Helene Hanff, author of the best-seller 84- 
C’fazring Crow Road, has died of pneumo- 

rum Press, said the author.foed on Wtdnes- 
dav afternoon m New York City. 

Hanff canturedtheh^teof^usan* 



' : "2rt^cn 1949andimThelett^- 
-'tween the two ceased ;wben bookseller, 

• . ^^T^eSSSthe book, first mWi^ed 
• in' 1971, led to its adaptation as a tdevson’ 
drama, a West End play, «nMe» rOm 
- starring Anne Bancroft and Anthony. 
Hopkins, U has also been broadcast as a 

•' ^IiT Iwik Hanff completed Letter from 
’ New York - an anthology of her. monthly 
- ^ibaadcasts for, BBC .SUd»4 pro- 

J — Woman 's How in the 1980s.. . 

• ... 



-a by literary London, In 1974, shcwrot&77ig 
-tjLchessof BkjoffdburyStreei which, der 


Hanff: As long as booteare read, people 
will recommend 84 CharinZ Cross Ro*f 

iscribedhiow it felt to vat foe city for foe 
first time:- • ' .* 

Hanff had arrived in London to publish 
Sectoring Crass Road foe-months alter the 


—the author of 
Road’ - dies 


; bookshop of which she wrote closed in 1971, 
. Her two other books. Underfoot in 
; ShowbuSiness wad Apple of My Eye look at 
\ tifc in New York. 

. Ms Murphy said: “Helen was one of the 
few writers I know who was dearly loved 
by booksellers. 

u 84 Charing Cross Road was a great ex- 

- ample of the art of Snappy letter writing. 
‘ k'sadasacthai has never been out of print 

- in 25 years. It’s difficult to find classics that 
have been in priatforlO years. 

“As long as booksare read, people will 
recommend 84 Charing Cross /tout to one 
another. 

“When. Helene was last in London five 
years ago foe was on her third generation 
of fans. Readers had had foe book rec- 
ommended to them by their mothers.” 

The US-born author lived m Manhattan 
‘ for most ofher life. She had an apartment 
■ on East 72nd Street where fans continued 
to write to her up until her death. She nev- 
er married and was dukfless. . 

• She would have been 81 next week 





Vow first Self Assessment tax return will be 

ARRIVING ANY MINUTE 





If you usually receive a tax return, look out for your new style Self Assessment form. 
When you have everything you need, fill ft in and return it to us as soon as possible. 
If you need help during office hours, contact your tax office - the telephone number is 
at the top of your tax return. Or in the evenings . ^ ^ 

and at weekends, call the Self Assessment Helpline I 

on 0645 000 444 (calls are charged at local rates), I & Revenue J 


Self Assessment - a dealer lax system 
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news 


National Trust 



Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspond ent 

The National Trust's ruling 
council voted unanimously yes- 
jerday to ban stag hunting on its 
land after a scientific report it 
had commissioned concluded 
that the chase caused extreme 
suffering and exhaustion to 
their deer. 

But two of Britain’s four 
staghound hunts both went 




Trust’s decision meant it was 
doomed. 

. The Trust has sent a copy of ■ 
its report to the Gove rnme nt, 
Its 52-member council, which 
held a special meeting at' its 
London headquarters yesterday, 
is asking the Government to set 
up an expert committee to 
reappraise the suffering caused, 
by other kinds of hunting in the 
light of its findings. 

Charles Nunneley, the Trust's 
chairman, said; “The council de- 
cided to make sure that what- 
ever further measures are 
necessary to preserve the red 
deer herd in good condition by 
culling and deer management 
are carried out." 

Mr Nunneley also said the 
two-year research project had 
meant that a decision could be 


Derek Bateson: Concluded 
hunting with hounds is cruel 

based on “scientific fact not 
emotion". He added that a fur- 
ther study would be required be- 
fore the ban could be extended 
to fox hunting. 

However, Kevin Saunders, of 
the League Against Cruel 
Sports, said: “We believe this is 
a very big nail in the coffin of 
hunting.’' And Peter Davies, di- 
rector general of the RSPCA, 
said: “We are delighted with the 
decision." 

In the study; the Cambridge 
University anim al behaviour 
expert Professor Derek Bateson 
concluded that to continue 
hunting the deer on horseback 
with hounds would be crueL 

The average hunt of 12 miles, 
lasting three hours, which end- 


ed with the deer held at bay by 
hounds and shot, left the annual 
exhausted, with very high levels 
of hormones related to stress and 
pain and with damaged muscles 
and blood cells. Its physiologi- 
cal stale was the same as a deer 
which had suffered catastroph- 
ic injuries in a road accident. 

There are at least 2500 red 
deer in the West Country, most- 
ly cm Exmoor and in the Qnan- 
tock Hills, and their numbers 
have to be controlled, otherwise 
they would destroy their habitaL 

The Trust will not renew the 
licences for the three West 
Country Staghoimds when they 
expire at the end of this month. 
The licence for the New Forest 
Buckhoimds, which chase fallow 
deer, expired earlier, this month. 

Denys White, spokesman for 
the Quantock Staghounds, said 
the Thist owned four areas of 
land in its Somerset hunting 


cal landowners, came to yester- 
day’s scheduled meet “The 
mood was sombre,” he said. 

A spokesman for The British 
Field Sports Society said the So- 
ciety would now try to find if 
there were any reputable ex- 
perts in animal behaviour and 
physiology who would ques- 
tion the foldings of intense suf- 
feringTn the homed deer. 


* Pay study fuels row 
over NHS fat cats 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor . 


Half a dozen chief executives of 
NHS mists are being paid more 
than the Prime Minister, ac- 
cording to a salary survey pub- 
lished today. 

The review, carried out by In- 
come Data Services; underibes 
Labour and Liberal Democrat, 
complaints about the rocketing* 
costs of administration -which 
have risen by more than £lbn 
since 1989-90. The survey shows 
that the largest pay rise for a 
chief executive was 30.4 per 
cent, and the largest pay pack-, 
age went to the chief executive 
of the Hammersmith Hospitals 
NHS Thist, John Cooper, who 
received a total of £1 18,000 at 
the end of March 1996. 

The trust's press office said 
yesterday that Mr Cooper was 
now on a pay and perks pack- 
age of about £122,000, but 
pointed out that he was re- 
sponsible for a budget erf £200ra. 


John Major’s current salary 
is £101,557, and he is responsi- 
ble for a government budget of 
more than £300tm. 

The EDS survey shows that the 
chief executives of another five 
NHS trusts are paid more than 
the Prime Ministenal Guy's and" 
St Thomas's; WfeUhouse; Royal 
>k St George’s; and; 

Islingt on, 



received pay increases ofthore- 
than Mper cent last year, tmtfi 
neariy 60 receivmgrises over lfl ; 
per cent, “The highest increase 
of all, at 30.4 per cent, was paid, 
to the chief executive of Alexan- 
dra Healthcare ... No eaqjlana- 
tion for this rise if available as 
the trust proved unwilling to sup- 
ply any nirther information.” 

The report noted that some 
trust directors were also being 
paid very well “Medical direc- 
tors’ posts were the best remu- 
nerated, ranging between 
£50,000 for a part-time position 
at' WaJsgrave to £112,000' at 


the Edinburgh Sick Children's 
Hospital." 

Chris Smith, Labour’s health 
spokesman, said last night that 
. the average 62 per cent rise for 
duef executives contrasted with 
a doctors' increase of 2 5 per 
dent and a rise of tqr to 3 per cent 
• for jn^ : fo'the v same year. 
“This Is yet soother example of 
the Government \yashing its , 

NHSStie|toDOndl [Secretary 
: of State] has sat back and allowed 
the pay of many trust chief ex- 
ecutives to gallop out of control’' 

The liberal Democrats stud at 
. the begjmring of the month that 
they were committed to cutting 
unnecessary bureaucracy. Paddy 
Arikfown disclosed that Com- 
mons libraxy data bad shown that 
The' total real-terms adminis- 
trative, clerical and management 
costs erf the NHS in Britain have 
risenby63jperccntflancel?®0- 
over jElbnin today's money. Bu- 
reaucracy now consumes £23ba 
of NHS resources”; " . 


IT'S EASY TO MOVE YOUR MORTGAGE. 

NO ARRANGEMENT FEE 
3% DISCOUNT IN FIRST YEAR 
NO VALUATION FEE 
NO LEGAL FEES 

MOVE TO WOOLWICH DIRECT. 


4.29% (4.4% *w) 

It's easy to move your mortgage to Woolwich Direct Wherever, 
you are, at home or at work, just pick upahe phone; end we'll 
give you a quote instantly for our Fee Saver Pfus Mortgage. 
There's a real saving compared with our standard variable rate 
mortgage. So why not spend a few minutes finding out-more 
about this excellent deal? Call us now quoting ref: IV44. • 

Get much more tvith 



Mrs Beeton’s 
recipe for 
happiness 
sold for £8,600 


Clare Gamer 


Words to savour: Mrs Beeton and some the love letters she sent to her husband, Samuel 


She was known for her down-lo-carth 
recipes and practical household lips, 
but letters written by Mn Beeton 
reveal her simple ingredient for 
happiness: love. 

Throughout her letters, which 
fetched £8.625 at a Sotheby’s auction 
yesterday, the celebrated Victorian 
cook expresses her impatience to be 
with her future husband. Samuel 
Beeton. 

On I June 1856, weeks before her 
wedding, the bride-to-be. Isabella 
Muyson, aged 20, had her head in the 
clouds. “You cannot imagine how I 
have missed you," she wrote, “and 
have been wishing all day that 1 were a 
bird that might fly away and be at rest 
with you, my precious one." 

Despite Samuel’s replies, she was 
still yearning to be with him. “It seems 
such an age since I have spoken with 
you and 1 can assure you 1 quite long 
for a quiet little chat with my old man. 
my dear darling venerable." 

_ There is a hint of the no-nonsense 
side which prevailed in what became a 
culinary bible for the middle class 
housewife. The Book of Household 
Management, published between 1859 
and 1861. “In a very short time you 
have the entire management of me 
and I can assure you you wih find in 
me a most docile and willing pupil," 
she said. 

Mrs Beeton died at the age of 29. 
Shortly after her death, in February 
1865. her husband wrote to a friend of 
the “ dreadful grief that well nigh 
overpowers me. and renders me 
unable to move or stir." 
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VOUCHSt FREE COLOUR INKJET 
PRINTER NORMALLY E15&99" 


NEW 


INCLUDES 19 SOFTWARE TITLES 
WORTH OVER £800* 


A 


SOFTWARE WORTH UP 10 £600 

WITH THUE MULTIMEDIA PCs 


3D 

SURROUND 



4 
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45T MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 16Mb EDO RAM • 256Kb cache 
memory • 1.6Gb hard disk dnve 

• 8 speed CO ROM drive 

• 16 W Wavstobte 3D surroimd sound 

• 3D graphics accelerator card 

• 33.6 DSVD fax/modem 

• Includes 14 software titles 

Model 7303. was 0499.99 
previously £1799-99, £1699.99, 
£1549.99 In-store £1299.99 


12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 0PT10N V | 

1 SAVE 


*620 


INCLUDES 14 SOFTWARE Tm.E5 
WORTH OVER £550* 

■TflP 




if** 



MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION’ 


Jf M ^x 86 M pT™^^« 16Mb EDO RAM • 256Kb cache memory 

• 2.1Gb hard disk dnve 

• 8 speed CD ROM drive 

• 3D surround sound 

• tnctudes speakers 

• 1Mb video RAM • 15" monitor 

• includes 7 software titles worth 
C60Q including Lotus 1 -2-3. Lotus 
Word Pro and Lotus Organiser 

Model Pi 66* 


INCLUDES 7 SOFTWARE TITLES 
WORTH £600* 




STORAGE 

CAPACITY 




It 



1379 ?. 


INCLUDES 12 SOFTWARE TITLES 
WORTH OVER £450* 



UP TO 



ONMUglMEDIAPC 
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Olivetti MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel 120MHz Pentium processor 

• 3Mb EDO RAM • 1Gb hard disk 
drive • 8 speed CD ROM drive 

• 16 bit 3D sound card 

• Built-in speakers and subwoofer 

• Includes 20 software titles 

• 14" monitor. Model 53-120 
was £1049.99 previously £1299.99. 

099.99 In-store £999.99 


1 9 MONTHS INTERI 

■ST FREE OPTION^ 
SAVE 

£400 


UCHER 

Q 0.99 

JJ INC VAT 

INCLUDES 20 SOFTWARE 
TITLES 
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COMET HELP FIRST-TIME BUYERS 
MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE 


SPECIALLY TRAINED STAFF 

■■j our highly trained, friendly staff will explain 
everything to you without oaf* i nn you .uh 
jargon. They’ll answer alt your questions, 
demonstrate any system from our extensive range, 
and help you choose the right Multimedia PC ano 
software for your needs and buoget 

FREE INDEPENDENT ADVICE 

We asked ’What PC? & Software' magazine 
to help us produce a help-mi guide idosi to: 
he first-time buyer. H explains all tt'S 
benefits of Multimedia in a language you'll under- 
stand- You can find this tree suyng gome 



AFTER SALES SERVICE 

fs come with a year's 
a ran tee. sc it your PC 
o' || come and repair it in 


PEACE OF MIND 


get 


ir warr 


inoie premium payment you wn 

ir.mi on your Multimedia PC. i 
cuade no claim, you can gs 


TOUCH-SCREEN 
INFORMATION SYSTEM 

iy we make choosing earn 
ctivc Information 


p.n Gin > 

our unique li 

' Here you can use a special touch -scree 
computer -which will gird* you '0 the most su:tao e K 


t. ope rati 


FREE MULTIMEDIA HELPLINE 

Aft-r oumnasmq any Multimedia PC you an 
free y 0 take advantage of our teleohom 
hein line h you have any questions or 
•'tv/are. The service is free fo 
a sn extended warranty i 


our ru v- 

30 days cr for the : er _ 
purchased. Standard cm! charges an; 


znsieTGd una sdmjb?* A 


THE COMET PRICE PROMISE 


[ c S!§L 

VS— 


tf you buy any prooutf from Comot, | 
then w»Kn W days find the same otter | 
on sefe »ocdly at a lower price, 
i ^^jpgfy refund thedHference, 

l PUJS 10% OF THAT DttHtH'ICE. 
* Ask ki Store for full dekaSs. 


TOP BRAND 

PRINTERS 





I Canon ~BUS8LEJET COLOUR PRINTER 
■ • Up to 4 oag as per mintito «— 


^.99 


• 100 page sheet fe eder 

m •Photo Beaten' upgraouat** 

• IncJudoi imago adrttng 
and print software 

Modal BJC240.WBS Cl 9*99 

In-store E179J19 


I SLAVE 

*ss 


FRE£ REPLAC EMENT CARTREDOC* 








Canon FU1RHLEJET C OLOUR PRINTER 

• Up to 4.5 pages per mlnu» I 


U -! - 1 : S SAVE 

£ 7S 




| FREE REPLACEMENT CARTRIDGE* | 
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• 100 page sheet feeder 

• Includes Home Project Kit software, 
101 Datmations print software . 

Model DJ683. was E269S9 
previously £29949, £279.99 


Can 









EPSON COLOUR BNKJEI PRINTER 

• Up to B pages per mbiute I £ 

• 1440 x 1440 dpi print quatty if 

« ■Photo Retd' cojoy a nd laser m mm 

sharp mono printing 1 4BHH 

Modal STYLUS 600 | 






A WIDE CHOICE OF SOFTWARE 

UP TO 300 TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM IN STORE 


UTILITY SOFTWARE 


Offers complete virus protection 
for Windows 85. Windows 3.1 
with the Intemat constantly 
i woridna behind your appttcatais 
to detect viruses whenever your 
PC Is on. 


vmu5 
I PROTECTION I 


i 




FIRST AID 97 

First checks every vital component 
of voir PC, ensures maxhnoni 
efficiency and automaticaBy Axes, 
any praUams. Msa avaBable 
First AM 97 (3.1) version and 
Rrat AW 97 Detuxe. 


ES NEW 


EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 



WALLACE & GROMIT 

This fun package Includes 
programmes tor screen savers, 

wnfipapera on yow PC, 

souidhttes, a quiz and 
dips tram tho 3 award 
winning fBrnia. 


TOP 

QUALITY I 
FROM 
BBC 
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tcv 


TOY STORY 

1 ANIMATED STORYBOOK 


L The most sophisticated storybook 1 

l yet with puzzles throughout and m ja m 

■ loads of axcHng hot spots L | fliiT 

■ with secret anlmatton. 

TOI* 

QUALITY | 
FROM 
cmshky 



ENTERTAINMENT SOFTWARE 


RemMHrigly original third parson 
ahoot-’amup. Shoot your way 
through six huge levels using 

machine ^jns, mortars and 
tha deadly sniper mode. 
"CMtBStmp/yewotkat 
flMM"-PC GAMER 


I 94% 
PC 
OAMEft i 


A** I E 


THEME HOSPITAL 

Cr eate an d manage yois- own hospital In the funniest and iwat 
ehffwsfing sknutatton shoo 
Thame Farit Dtagnoee and oae 
over 20 hilarious IRnessaa and 
keep the Aim Reaper from 
stalling your hospital. 


INTEREST FREE OPTION EXPLAINED 





8 MONTHLY 

nenaorrs 

TOMMY 

BALANCE 

| £36.73 1 

£736.16 


IMS COMCT PflXX 

-anK? :« uVKS " nr ■« 

wrt 901 s n*9K9 Tl 


E^OFTHATDEF TOICT. MOST STORES OPEN SUNDAY & UNTIL 3PM WEEKDAYS. RWG^ff ON 

Ask in ston* forfaRcfacfa. acqa a ** 425 FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST MULTIMEDIA COMPUTER CENTRE 
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A doctor in charge of the li- 
censing of corpses for teaching 
Purposes warned yesterday that 
the security of dead bodies in 
medical colleges could not be 
guaranteed. 

The news follows the arrest of 
the sculptor An thony-Noe] Kel- 
v. 41, who was bailed on 
Wednesday, after police inves- 
hgated the posable use of h uman 
remains to make plaster casts. 

Dr "Michael Hobbs, of Char- 
ing Cross Medical School, said; 
“With the best will in the world 
if someone is really determined 
to get round the security system 
then they can.” 

Bodies are made widely 
available for medical colleges. 
The Department of Health said 
about 800 people donate their 
bodies to medical science every 
year and it has granted licences 
to 39 institutions to use them for 
research and teaching. 

Dr Hobbs, who is in charge 
of administering licences for 


6 One medical 
student took a 
corpse home on 
the bus. He even 
paid his fare. 5 


medical institutes in London to 
obtain corpses for study, said: 
“We are extremely concerned 
this will deter people from do- 
nating their bodies. We don’t 
want anyone getting the wrong 
idea.” 

Bodies were stored under 
tight security,, he said. “Once 
we receive the body we allocate 
it an identification number and 
send it to one of the nine med- 
ical establishments in London. 
Only students, teachers and 
the relevant technicians are al- 
lowed access to them. Measures 
are taken to prevent visitors get- ■ 
ting near the dissecting room. 

“The bodies are used almost 
solely for teaching purposes 
and are used only in dissecting 
rooms. You can't just take bits 
of body from place to place. 
They are kept securely under 
lock and key. We even use saw 


tra grilles and bars on some 
doors to the rooms where the 
bodies are. and some hospitals 
use CCTV. Another precau- 
tion is to not draw attention to 
■■ the rooms where ihe bodies are. 
kept -yon won’t find any signs 
directmgyou to them.” 

Dr Michael O’Higgins, of 
the Department of Anatomy 
and Developmental Biology at 
University College London 
Medical School, said: “This 
theft is an extremely rare oc- 
currence. It is the first time l ean 
remember this happening.” 

Despite the strict safeguards 
and the medical world's insis- 
tence on professional probity, 
tales of macabre misuse of bod- 
ies among medical studentsare 
legion. 

One doctor, who graduated 
from the University of Birm- 
ingham Medical School and 
now works in the City, said: 
“There are lots of tall tales, but 
once students actually meet a 
cadaver they really are more re- 
spectful than flippant. 

“When I was a student there 
were occasional reportspf first 
years taking corpses for a walk 
down the centre of Birmingham. 
One student definitely took a 
corpse home on a bus — He 
even paid the poor man's fare.” 

Meanwhile, Scotland Yard 
yesterday confirmed that a 24- 
year-old fanner employee of the 
Royal College of Surgeons had 
been arrested and bailed in 
connection with the removal of 
body parts earmarked for 
anatomical research. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Royal College said that the 
person was a junior employee 
who had left the establishment 
“some years ago”, but was not 
a surgeon. 

Police were also reported to 
be examining body parts ex- 
humed at Romden Castle in 
Kent, Mr Kelly’s family seat 
near Ashford. 

Both Mr Kelly and the for- 
mer employee of the Royal 
College of Surgeons are being 
investigated under the 1994 
Anatomy Act, which governs 
the use. of human re mains to 
train doctors and strictly forbids 
the use of bodyparts for. any- 
thing other than medical re- 
searefcfcud study., \ '-'.I . . 

'Health' 


Hie cynic's view: A cartoon allowing a surgeon amputating a patient’s leg as a bottle of champagne watts In a cooler 


Wellcome Institution Library 


spokeswoman said: “We have no 
record of any bodies goin g amiss . 
We believe the medical schools 
look after them extremely weB.” 

The procedure for donating 
a body follows a similar pattern 
to that for donating organs. 
Although many people donate' 
their bodies fin- noble reasons, 
it is common knowledge among 
medical practitioners that many 
families chose the option as a 
means to ensure a free funeral 

Donors have to make a writ- 
ten or oral statement, in the 
presence of two people, that 
they wish their body to be used 
far anatomical research. 

The health department 
spokeswoman said: ‘ s The next ' 
of kin, who tega%own the Body, 
are tBbr approached.: If there 


are no objections and no need 
far a post-mortem examina- 
tion, the body is removed forth- 
with via an undertaker to the 
place of study. 

“After the three-year period, 
the medical faculty osmg the 
body must approach the fami- 
ly aud inform them that the time 
is up. The family can take the 
body and parts away for burial 
or they can leave it for the in- 
stitution to organise.” 

The Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London is home to a 
renowned anatomical museum 
and receives corpses from all 
over the country for biological 
research and study. Yesterday it 
declined to say whetherit was re- 
viewing security at its premises. 

The Tabloid, page 2. 
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On beftlhe aci^Anr Anthony-Noel Kety whose family home at Romden Castle, Kent, was searched 


Hormone replacement therapy 
may be affecting Ihe numbers 
of Breast cancers detected, doc- 
tors said today. Studies found 
an inexplicably high level 
emerging between routine 
three -yearly screening sessions. 

The rate of “interval" can- 
cers, those diagnosed between 
mummograph examinations, is 
higher among women aged 
50-59 compared to those 60-64. 
The menopause typically occurs 
between the ages of 45 and 50 
and this is when women are 
most likely to try HRT 

Writing in the Ltmcei, epi- 
demiologists from the Imperi- 
al Cancer Research Fund's unit 
in Oxford believe there is prob- 
ably a link with HRT. In a let- 
ter, Vhlcric Beral and her 
colleagues say HRT at the Lime 
of screening increases the den- 
sity of breast tissue, as seen ty 
a raammograph X-ray. Tins 
may lower the chance ol women 
having cancers detected in then- 
earliest stages by screening. 

A US study published lust 
year showed the relative risk of 
having an interval cancer diag- 
nosed as opposed to a screen- 
delected cancer was four times 
higher for women on HRT. The 
results suggested that in the UK 
in 1990 about 700 extra inter- 
val cancers would have been di- 
agnosed among HRT users. 

“This excess is sufficient to ac- 
count for the higher than ex- 
pected rate of interval cancer in 
the NHS screening programme 
as a whole," wrote Dr BcraL 

She urged caution. “We do 
not know whether this will turn 
out to be the case. There is sim- 
ply not enough evidence yet to 
know whether more cancers are 
being missed among women 
taking HRT. 

“if research shows HRT does 
reduce the efficacy of screen- 
ing among current users and if 
it also shews efficacy is restored 
once women stop taking it. a 
simple way to reduce interval 
cancers may be to suggest that 
a woman stops using HRT for 
a short time, perhaps some 
weeks or months, before she is 
due to be screened.” 


GREAT VALUE 
WEEKEND BREAKS 


THREE NIGHTS FROM TBS per person 




Staines 

The Thames Lodge? 

cast 

Luton. 

Luton Gateway* - 

£90 

WfcofluM 

Penthouse 0 

£90 

Hui 

Postbouse 0 

£95 


£95 

Basildon 

rotihouw. - 

£98 

Mfbst 

Posthouse 0 

£98 

LeadPSeBsy 

Posthouse - 

£98 

LdcHtar 

Postbouse 0' 

£91 

TuMlda 

Posthoose' - 

£98 • 

Washington 

Fosthoum - 

£98 

■btafl 

The Boundaiy Hotel* - 

£98 


3 MIGHTS, 

DINNER, BED & BREAKFAST 


THREE NIGHTS FROM £123 per person 



per pent >ir. Per i; 

Offer available until 17 May 1997. 
BOOK BEFORE ISth APRIL '97 


Bramhupe 

Posthouse 0 £123 

■rantwood 

Postbouse a £123 

BriihaaM 

Mutbouse 0 CO) 

Owt*y 

Paste Hail Hotel* - £123 

<8y*oty 

Posthouse - CTO 

UOton Keynes 

Postbouse - £123 

• Rwiutgr 

The White Hone - £123 

Southampton 

Postbouse 0 £123 

I s Strwi The Boar of Rodbofough - £123 1 

Ybovfl 

The Manor Hotel* - £123 

Portsmouth ■ 

Posthouse 0 £125 

mods 

TheQuHns - £128 

Cambridge 

Posthouse a £128 

Lancaster 

Posthowe 0 £130 

■"*«* 

WtaMyHafl - £122 - 

Wymarth 

Pwtnouse 0 £133 

Exatar ' 

The Southgate - £138 

1 Mhimuia BmWey Court - £t» 3 

AWngdon ' The Upper Beaches - £138 | 

•1 THREE NIGH- 

r S FROM £1.19 pf / person B|p!$ 




Only 2 weeks to go. 
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Savings 

£1- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

£10,000- 

£24,999 

£25,000- 

£49,999 

£50,000- 

£99,999 

£100,000+ 


4.50% 

5.00% 

5.60% 

5.75% 

6.00% 

6.10% 

Alliance ft Leicester 
Midas Instant Account 

N/A 

N/A 

3.05% 

3.55% 

3.75% 

3.75% 

| AH races lire grow* and correct M 4th AprB 1997. Source; Moneyfacts. 



Mortgage compla of £80,000 repayable over 25 years (300 monthly payments}. 


Mortgages 

APR 

(Variable) 


Monthly saving 
with Direct Line 

Total 

payable 

Direct Line 

6.5% 

£508.22 

- 

£152,466 

Alliance ft Leicester 

7.7% 

£557.82 

£49.60 

£176,416 


APRs based on Standard Variable Rate Repayment mortgages, correct at Btfi April 1 997. Source; Moneyfacts. 

MIRAS has been calculated under current tax l e gi sl a tio n which may alter. 


As you can see, joining Direct Line is a really smart move. 

You get higher returns as well as instant access to your savings. And you can pool them 
with up to five other people for even higher rates, but still keep your accounts separate. 

We’ve got a great mortgage rate too. Better still we pay your 
legal fees* when you transfer your existing mortgage, and 
you get a free valuation. (We don’t charge early redemption, 
arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees either). 

We look forward to hearing from you. 


0181 667 1121 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


CALL ANYTIME Bam to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref.lN D6I 
www.directfine.co.uk • Savings: 1TV Teletext page 377. A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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news 


How I came 


close to death 


in the hands of 


Papuan rebels: 
British colonel 


tells his story 



Back home: The mercenary leader Col Tim Spicer, at his home-coming press conference In London yesterday 


photograph: Emma Boam 


Michael Ashworth 


Retired British colonel Tim 
Spicer described yesterday how 
he was beaten up and agun held 
to his head after being captured 
while leading a team of merce- 
naries in Papua New Guinea 


(PNG). The chief executive of 
San dim e International - the 


mercenary organisation at the 
centre of the ensis in Papua New 
Guinea -Col Spicer said he nar- 
rowly missed death a number of 
times after being captured by lo- 
cal troops. 


After arriving in Britain on 
Wednesday nigh t. Col Spicer 
made his first public appearance 
yesterday at a press confer- 
ence in London's Park Lane 
Hilton. He said his company 
had been contracted by the 
PNG government to supply 


“equipment and assistance for 
the resolution of the internal 
conflict on Bougainville". 

The involvement of the mer- 
cenaries in PNG caused dismay 
amongst the country's neigh- 
bours, particularly Australia, 
and outraged many in the PNG 


Defence Force. The situation 
was brought to a bead when 
army chief Brigadier General 
Singirok denounced the deal 
and demanded the resignation 
of the Prime Minister, Sir Julios 
Chan. 

As a result. Sandline em- 


ployees were detained by ele- 
ments of the PNG defence 


ments of the PNG defence 
force loyal to Gen Singirok 
and subsequently all, except 
Spicer, were forced to evacuate 
the country. Spicer was held 
hostage for a farther six days be- 
fore he was handed over to the 


police whereupon he was 
charged with a firearms of- 
fence. - 

This charge was later 
dropped by the court and ap- 
pears to have been a pretext to 
ensure that Spicer remained in 
the country in order to give ev- 


BRITAIN’S NO. 1 
FOR CAR CARE 



BRITAIN’S NO. 1 
FOR TOOLS 


idence at a judicial enquiry 
into the contract with Sandime. 


into the contract with Sandime. 

Spicer stated that during his 
time in captivity: “I was sub- 
jected to illegal arrest and was 


SAVE ra £20 


ON WORKSHOP 
TOOL SETS 



ON TOOLS AND 


CAR CARE ONLY AT 


HALFORDS 



jected to illegal arrest and was 
deprived of my base human 
righ ts such as the ability to 
contact my embassy and my 
famfly. 1 was physically as- 
saulted, suffered intimidation 
and was subject to death 
threats. I had an automatic re- 
volver put to my head on three 
occasions and threatened with 
mylife". 

Col Spicer reiterated Sand- 
line’s chum that the contract was 
above board and legal and said 
no bribes had been paid to se- 
cure the contxacLHe went on to 
state that he was confused by 
Gen S ingiro It’s motives as “he 
made it clear that he was en- 
tirely supportive and enthusi- 
astic about Sandline's role in 
resolving the crisis." 

Col Speer stated that the ser- 
vices ms company provided 
were "as good as the training 


supplied by any first world 
array. The people we hire arc 
extremely professional with 
high standards of military con- 
duct and discipline.** 
Sandline's areas of exper- 
tise included training for air 
crews, special forces training 
and training for electronic war- 
fare operators. Spicer claimed 
his “personnel were under com- 
mand of the PNG Defence 
Force ... there was never any 


question of their being a ‘third 
force’.” 


force’.” 

The Sandline contract with 
the PNG government was 
worth $36m (£22. lm) of which 
SO per cent was equipment, 
Spicer said. This included 2 So- 
viet made attack helicopters, 
fixed wing aircraft , ammunition, 
small arms and electronic war- 
fare equipment. A large pro- 
portion of this equipment is 
presently being held in Australia 
pending the outcome of the in- 
quiry. 

Spicer stated that Sandiinc 
had been paid SISm (£1 lm) so 
far and was awaiting the out- 
come of the inquiry before ne- 
gotiating for the' funds still 
outstanding. 

He said he would be “taking 
a break before he made any oth- 
er plans". 


DAILY POEM 


HOZELOCK CAR WASH 
STARTER 







m £ * 





Was £15.99 


now £7" 



FREE 

Backet* Sponge 

(normally £2.48) 
when you buy 

2.5 litre Halfords 
Advanced Car Wash 
at £439. 


& 


SAVE £2 

when yon buy Halfords 
Colour Polish compared 
to normal instore price 
of Color Magic. 


oniy£6-" 




FROM ONUT £99.99. 
Knrdier Pressure 
Washers 


oniy£99-" 


Model K220 


SAVE £30 KG20M 

Was £279.99 NOW £249.99 



SAVE £2 


on Wonder Wheels 
1 Litre. 

Was £9.99 



HALFORDS PROFESSIONAL 
90 PIECE 
SOCKET & 
SPANNER SET 

NOW £69" 


Days 


By Ralph Waldo Emerson 


HURRY OFFER ENDS 15 4 97 


Daughters of Time, the hypocritic Days, 

. Muffled and dumb like barefoot dervishes. 

And marching single in an endless file. 

Bring diadems and fagots in their hands. 

To each they offer gifts after his will, 

Bread, kingdoms, stars, and sky that holds them alL 
fin my pleached garden, watched the pomp. 

Forgot my morning wishes, hastily 


SAVE £20 


Took a few herbs and apples, and the Day 
Turned and departed silent. /, too late, 


Halfords Professional 
120 Piece Socket * 
Spanner Sot. 

Wlas £119.99 


Turned and departed silent. /, too late 
Under her solemn fillet saw the scorn. 


“Days" completes our selections from the Penguin Classics 


anthology of Nineteenth-Century *4mcrican Poetry , edited by 
WflKam C Spengemaun with Jessica F Roberts (Penguin, £9.99). 
The poem was written in 1857, about the time that Emerson 
- having withdrawn from the controversy he caused with his 
attacks on organised religion in the 1830s - was returning to 
public affairs with his support for the Abolitionist movement. 


now £99-" 


SAVE £2 


50 Piece Socket Set. 

Was £9.99 


NOW 


£7" 


Gauges conform to British 
Standard BS4613 pt3. 


SAVE to £6 

ON FOOT PUMPS 
SAVE £2 Halfords 
Metal Barrel Foot 
Pomp with gangs. . 
Was £10.99 NOW £8J99 
SAVE £6 Halfords 
Brass Barrel Foot 
Pomp with gauge. 

Was £29.99 NOW £2339 


R4 reasons why 
people feel 
"M better with 

VH n toWKiM 

Primecare. 


NOW £7-" 




BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
RETAILER OF OIL 





1/2 PRICE 

300ml Halfords Primer 

(normally £3.99) 

now £139 
when you buy any 

Halfords 300ml Paint 
at £339 


SAVE £5 

ON 2 TON HYDRAULIC 
TROLLEY JACKS .. 

I TJ2000 Was £24.99 


yt 




1 d»l 


114000 Was£2&99 

Conform to Button Standard M<M „ T OA. 99 
BSAu 154a 1989. NOWMT 


1 - PROMPT private treatment 
|l| 2. GENEROUS levels of cover 


■0$ 
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Schools should, devote -more tfrwp to 
teaching pupils about the importance of 
marriage, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
said yesterday. 

In an intervention which reignited the 
debate over teachers’ role in ins tilling 
moral values, Dr George Carey called 
on schools to teach more ah n«ii rr^p -^ p** 
yrhy h is important, what it needs in or- 
der to flourish and what people enter- 
ing marriage need to think about”. 

His comments in a speech to. a Lon- 
don University conference on values and 
the curriculum drew criticism, both 
from traditionalists -who support greater 
moral prescription in the classroom 
and teachers’ leaders, fearful of alien- 
ating pupils whose backgrounds did 
not reflect the traditional family unit. 

One headteachers* union leader said 
Dr Carey was asking schools to go "a step 
too for”, while Doug McAvpy, general 
secretary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said teachers risked losing the 
respect of children from one-parent 
homes if they “preached that their is 
something wrong with their environment 


On marriage: To my mind the specific 
mention [by the National Fbmm on values 
and the Curriculum] of support for fria in- 
stitution of maniaga can be translated Into 
a great deal of new thinking and classroom 
work about the institution erf marriage, why 
it is important, who! it needs in order to 
flourish and what people entering marriage 
need to think about* 

On virtues and trices: ’Values and morals 
do not grow on trees or faH Kha mama from 
heaven, or just look after themselves. On 
the contrary, they are always vulnerable 
to the darker side of human nature, such 
as selfishness, greed, selWeception, van- 
ity, lust and cowardice. Virtues need hard 
work [and] careful nurture.* 

On morality: ‘Morality is privatised, rela- 
tivistic suspicion becomes the standard re- 
sponse to any talk about moral standards 
and it is found uncomfortable, even em- 
barrassing to dscuss morality in public.* 

On Cm,.' ’Asa result [of privatised moral- 
ity], Qod is also banished to the private 
domain as a hobby or private consumer, 
choice which suits some people, just as 
bird-watching, eafog Chinese take-aways 
or going to keep-fit classes suits others.' 

On evil: The social and personal dam- 
age done to us all when evil triumphs Is 
plain to us all. Thkik of the social cost of 
dishonesty In the workplace; think of the 
social and personal cost of crime ... In a 
society disfigured by moral contusion 
and false theories of privatised moralfty, a > 

shared set of values Is a significant prize." 
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because they don't have two parents.” 

The debate rekindles the controver- 
sy which surrounded the work last year 
of a National Forum' for Values in ■ 

Ed uc ation and the Community, which - 
was set up by government curriculum 
advisers to identify “shared values” as 
' guidance for schools. 

The forum came under fire from a mi- 
nority of its members and from Church 
groups who accused it of failing to em- . 

phastse the supremacy of marriage: Its 
statement of values was modified after 
consultation to include support for 
“marriage as the traditional form tif the 
family, whilst reco gnisin g that the love 
and commitment require! Tor a secure 
and happy childhood can'be found in 
families of other kinds”. ... 

Dr Careyyesterday said he endorsed 
the forum’s statement as a starting 
point, but be believed schools should go 
further. He urged them to build on the 
guidance and translate it into “a great 
deal of new thinking and dassroom work 
about the institution of marriage”. 

Headteachers’ leaders suggested then- 
members would run into both practical 
and ideological difficulties if .they fol- 
lowed Dr Carey's advice. 

-John Sutton, general secretary of the 
Secondary Heads Association, said the 
dictates of the National Curriculum left 
onfy a limited time for personal and so- 
cial education. 

Teachers already discussed relation- 
ships including marriage, he said, but 
used “a fair amount of discretion” be- 
cause of the variety of pupils' back- 
grounds. He added “Itis not a question 
of someone standing in front of a dass 
and saying ‘maniage good, divorce 
bad'. It is a question of someone sayiftg 
there is a whole complexity of human re- 
lationships out there.’' 

The values forum would do little to 
change schools’ practice on teaching 
values, he suggested, although teachers 
would welcome new curriculum mate- 
rials to use in the classroom. 

Roger Hewins, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Head Teachers, 
challenged the Archbishop’s right to ad- 
rise teachers. Asking schools to teach 
more about marriage was “demanding 
a step too far" he stud. “Wistand in toco 
parentis and develop our relationships 
with pupils according to that, but to take 
it further mid say we support a partic- 
ular institution I think would be offen- 
sive to some of our parents”. 

However, Guy Hordern, one of the 
traditionalists who. led the dissenting 
group on the values forum, accused Dr 
Carey of failing to reiterate earlier pro- 
nouncements that marriage was the 
“ideal” form of family. “There is a con- 

’sensus that marriage is thcHktedl form 9 Family man: Dr Cara* holding his two gjrandchildren. The Archbishop's intervention in the debate about 
ofthefathily'.he^id teachers’ rofe ftf instilling moral values has drawn criticism from teachers and traditionalists alike 


Fined: Eco-wanior Swampy fo a tunnel below A30 bypass 

Swampy loses 
ground in 
runway battle 


Nicole Wash 

Protesters occupying the site of 
Manchester Airport's planned 
second runway lost their battle 
to avoid eviction yesterday as 
Swampy, the star eco-warrinr, 
was fined £400 for criminal 
damag e at the site. 

The High Court in Man- 
chester granted applications 
for possession orders by the air- 
port, waiting to start work on the 
£1 72m project. 

The protesters, renowned for 
occupying a network of trees and 
tunnels on the site in the Boll in 
Valley, Cheshire, said they 
planned an immediate appeal 
against the decision. 


judge David Shannon, give the 
Under Sheriff of Cheshire, Ran- 
dal Hibbett, the right to start 
evicting campaigners from the 
site to allow contractors AMEC 
and Thrmac to start work. 

Phil Benn, one of 57 pro- 
testers named at the hearing, 
said they would try to win an ad- 
journment and a full trial for 
their case. “We are seeking an 
adjournment until judicial re- 
view. If any evictions were to 
take place now it would be ex- 
tremely perilous. 

“The judge refused to accept 
there were important matters 
requiring a full trial. 

Tt was absolutely outrageous 
that the judge refused to allow 
evidence which demonstrates 
tiie airport does not own some 
of the land for which they are 
seeking possession.” 

Chris Mail, legal co-ordina- 
tor for the protesters, said pa- 


pers requesting leave to appeal 
would be lodged today. 

He said the campaigners had 
discovered that three pockets oF 
land on the site were not regis- 
tered to the airport or anyone 
else. 

Mr Mail yesterday filed pre- 
liminaiy regisiraiion'nf the land 
in his and his wife's name and 
would he using that us part of 
the grounds for appeal. 

The protesters said they were 
now ready to began defying any 
attempts' at eviction, which 
could start at any lime. 

Swampy, alias 23-year-old 
Daniel Hooper, was fined £400 
at Crewe magistrates court for 
breaching conditions of bail by 
going within four miles of the 
site. 

Swampy became a house- 
hold name in February when he 
was the last to emerge from 
deep tunnels dug under the A30 
bypass in Devon. He has since 
joined forces with campaigners 
against the Manchester runway 
who have tunnelled under the 
site to prevent building work 

After the hearing. Swampy, 
who was on his way to have 'a 
wash and a shave when he was 
anested on Wednesday night, 
said he would go bock to the site 
and dig more tunnels. 

The activist said: “I pleaded 
guilty because I wanted to get 
my bail conditions dropped so 
1 could go hack to the site. 

“I don’t fed that what I did 
was wrong. I know who the real 
guilty, people are - the people 
who are destroying, the land. We 
are prepared to be locked up if 
that is what it takes.” 



OQOOOQG 


H 


O 


N 


FREE FRE 



LEATHER CASE 


POWER CHARGER 


WITH THE NEC G9 

• Latest NEC phone weighs only 225g 

• Astonishing talktime of 240 minutes 

• SMS compatible 

• Connect to new VBBAPmS* 
tariffs - inclusive calls &r life! 


ALL FOR JUST 

£ 19.99 


p E 0 


IrlliiP 


WWf- 


O il 


>£ 

FI 


182 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 

>- . \ i . I . I S NOW 1DR YOI !i M ARKS ! STORK. TO I'l.ACL 
\N ORDFR OR FOR ,\ FRF 1 INFORMATION LACK 

0800 *10 •11*12 







































10 


FRIDAY 11 APRIL 1997 - THE INDEPENDENT 


news 


First sea discovered Bar 500 years 


* 


i i 



> AMAZING COMPAQ QUALITY 
AT AN UNBEATABLE COMPACT PRICE 




PI 20 COLOUR PORTABLE 

• tnW120UtePenDumftTOwwj 
16Mb (am. to 48Mb) EDO RAM 

• 1.086b Had Disk Drive 

• iarSTN{SMM}Ct*uSa«n 

• Iwd R3JOATyp« ■ Sots 01 on* Typ« B 

* Arinmadft n w War n g B rnrt 
■ tMHMtoyuiACKtapItr 

• WMdh'SSmI 0Hpa9n»p»jUM 

i rvoo 

WAS £1299 

SAVE £200 


> FREE HOME INSTALLATION & SET-UP 
WHEN YOU BUY THE NEW AST 7311 


EXCLUSIVE 
TO BYTE 


AST PI 33 MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor •' 16Mb EDO RAM 
1.2Gb Hard Disk Drive • 8 speed CD ROM • 256k Pipeline Burst Cache 
• 16 Bit Soundcard & Stereo Speakers uooB.Asrnu 


MPEG VIDEO PLAYBACK 

far brfiant video playback and 
games graphics 
LAB TEC SPEAKERS 
superb audio guaBy sound system 

SPAT1AUSER 3D SURROUND 
SOUND 

far noaKsiac sound on games & video 

S450+S0FTWARE PACKAGE 

Extensive al round bunde 
including encyclopedia. games & 
home finance 


> BUY NOW PAY JAN ’98 ON 
SELECTED MULTIMEDIA PCs 


AST P200 MINI TOWER 

- Intel 200MHz Processor • 32Mb EDO RAM 
• aOGb Hart DU Drive . 8 **ed CO ROM Drive • 1MB Sourclcard. (ubmatar & stereo 
Speskm • MPE G ttnyba r* • Fbb 2BJ modem -Efa whs OBQeaofeinratMKfaptai 
games end reference wee id 


was tsna 


PAY NOTHING UNTIL JAN 98 





£1999 


FEATURED PATRIOT MULTIMEDIA PCs INCLUDE 
8 SPEED CD ROM, 18 BIT SOUNDCARD A SPEAKERS 




•AMD 100MHz 


-8Mb EDO RAM 

• 106 Hard DtekDrtvo 

• 2SflKPmefcne Cache 

• *Over $350 of top 
quatty software 
MoocLftmamM 
VMSCBBB 
PAY JANUARY 1 

•AMD 133MHz 




- £799 


• Intel 200MHz Pcndun 

Processor 
•32Mb EDO RAM 

• 2AGb Hard Disk Drive 
■266K Pipeline Cache 
•Lotus Smansuto 
■MS Windows *95 


was new 


.£1399 


•16Mb EDO RAM 
• 1Gb Hard Disk Drive 
•256K Pipeline Gatfte 
■ Ow C350 worth al 
MS Software 

UODB. Patoat P133 ' 
WAS Cl MS 

RAY JANUARY IBM 



•Intel 133Mb Fanttum 




•18Mb EDO RAM 
•2.1Gb Hard Disk Drive 
•3D SiiTOund Sound 
•8 Speed CD ROM 
■'Huge range oi top 
quality software Hues 





hstalaton ana sygsnovonlovfnyouroBni 
by fidy (tamed computer pro feeawna te 

wumbUMB 


> TOP BRAND 
PRINTERS 


HEWLETT PACKARD DESKJET 
.QAwinLMMlWrMa 

cobniM m» w***«M» 

■JEv.. • FasnpioiWnr* 

i - «m4>Dirjwi 
f»Tl[ T 

iioo nrffiiic 



PMriMnMpnxg 
• ueajfeenuwwtMWmo*^ ^ 

. gold itb*« ectaan cm [*»> JtAAA 

mcnMtpapm tf/j 

McotLsronw 

U8HRMUWT - . 



HftMMn 


:S8S~ £159 

^saac^M"*^ n ‘ 


> ALL THE LATEST GAMES, BUSINESS, 
& EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE TITLES 


> PERIPHERALS 



£ 29 * 


MDK 

AaMrned a* tfw most rcvo*uOcrwry 3D 
game over. Snpo at tuoote wth yout head 
mounted r*e. lob greradea ai tanks, ten 
my trth your alb machne gui or <fcio 
from pUBomu using yar parachute 


THEME 
HOSPITAL 

(Tsoi about as. {riband paying On b» 
The most cwi&jkxs game snco 
Theme Parti 





>Y68CAII , tfiET 


■ n ?5}SSS?rv , 3 






“*^013 


fTRSTJXD a S7 


Amiai ntfy aaay to aaa. 

Hms t OOtre at praDfens ado- 

nateMy. SHKhae tne Mer- £39" 


ml Update* auswrahaHy. 

RHU 

A mua t» d spore bra end 
tayteanlsaccar Bare Frawcs PAAJ9 
rammertanf tan John Itoson. 




COREL DRAW 7 

Windows % CD mama. 
Exealart padiags far Bw 

professional tastratOL 

mb' harp tttuodnr 

Ewowe sda «id (lies based 
cn lehtinnu Dree ccrrv 
f*»o games none. 


C03 

£199 

£32” 


RumomEBUBoercB 


ectun and odverfan 


£ 10 " 


FUM M k w r UMMr 

“Vrina 

up to 1200 dpi rMO hf tfcan- 
RJ *u4fr 0* quaWy 
nwonvdoEumm 

'»%> 


DtonaL j o vstiCK 



£289 

vMseae 

.'.CB5J 


> BUY MOW PAY HOTHmfi UHTlL MIfM 

*a atieai Ma Pt n ana at tbriqw payaewgigreawrict. cans CMS 
;Wl non Oder aWnttiei no «*Wbr Jmsy W86 OH. par owwob mwt% MOfccssi* 
l¥/Y nwB «e Z7«i ttbob (ora pad * om aw tan taer 

APR raean » ora aafc ssean » asm mta aanBK witaa n xptn 


Log tfect i Wln gm a n 
Ednaa D&W Joystick. 

4 Way switching hzs tar a 
total 360 dsgmavfaw and 

mof * rwfcm £49^ 


: v323S3 

£99" 


OSRWmifOCMM 

WMow'S 
33 8K bps modem 

memory uootiu: 


Alb 72pin nai petty newy MAJ3 
mxMa. Huge range rabble LJ,7 

OQLBfiTAR 7 m 
18 SHSD CD4COM 



The Computer Superstore 


> N 0 


ONE 


HAS MORE COMPUTER 


59 STORES NATIONWIDE 
CALL FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 


0990 22 55 99 


hull now open 



SUPERSTORES AT 

CROYDON EDINBURGH ■ GATESHEAD 
LOUDON CITY ■ (JERRY HOI ■ HULL 
miON KEYNES ■ NOTTINGHAM 
SHEfFIELO SLOUGH - SOLIHULL ■• « — . WHimf 
STOKE ON TRENT WATTORD 



nrweesemaae 

W(ll»35TI7 

ontranoDir 
KBttMasae 
dli* 01253 aoaau 
uoiZMMiaea 
VtrnlMiM 
at 0I2ZI 3GD5 
w mMazTTj 


«wn»wcww» 

t It iilXU SBU'/J 

rvitwawi 

I IH.0I37372ESR 
I M D13B2SB00B 
<IUaBINiM0M1U250B5 ' 

auuceenn ife mss <i3u 

n* otce «aee 
IT* ora JC 5666 


ukuiu w etieasem 
uacaufltt 0QC2 575222 
UW WOOL'btMl 302W 

rbt tnei anaaea 

iMmiam 

tfeiein s» om 

ivoni sshh 

i*»htt wifla2 Ma 

urnal «t 01682485333 



’i': 



M/vKMURWfflrniW 

■MUM HMIW OHM BTIW 

■nnyttRCAWM 
mmuMTon -Hr e«« aeral 

wnuwBMikinisraM 

OBOB 3* 

Hnarnn fe.owaatMa 

MWMM3BniNttino»M22SS 

MMlWIt tlWNOtn 

HUM at IH7J« SStBTT 


■ WtnH»HK 
nEouNnR 0T753 srwa 
HUAl|tKI»IMt__ 
somBAKPra atoiTtazjraa 
HMttnWmM 

MNDNinr oun Beam 
wwawMBumgeaw 

WMUUtMtnU2SH44 . 

YonK W=wto *eaaw 1 
am oner w 0121708 «e- 


nwirawgtir 


■ HlaMoirWaWiWa 





*lt’s on a moon of 
the planet Jupiter 


dories Arthor 

Sdence Editor 


It is more than 500 years since 
a sea was last discovered, when 
in 1492 Christopher Colum- 
bus sailed into the Caribbean. 
Now another famous historical 
name -Galileo -has discovered 
a rather colder sea, beneath the 
ky crust of Enropa, a tiny moon 
of Jupiter. 

But what is exerting scientists 
is that they axe increasingly 
confident that there is life 
among the sediment at the 
bottom of that water ocean. 

New pictnres of the snrfaoe 
of Euro pa, which is slightly 
smaller than Earth's moon, 
were taken by the Galileo 
spacecraft and released yester- 
day by the US space agency 
Nasa. They bade up the theory 
that undersea volcanic activity 
is going cm near the moon’s core 
- while separate research 
published today in the journal 
Science suggests that undersea 
volcanic vents provide ideal 
conditions for chemical re- 
actions leading to organic life. 

At a Nasa news conference 
yesterday John Delaney, of the 
University of Washington, said: 
“I am sure there's life out 
there." Richard ferrite, of 
Nasa’s Jet Propulsion Labora- 
tory, said added that he thinks 
there is organic matter at the 
bottom ofEuropa’s ocean. “On 
Earth, these same ingredients 
gave rise to life” 

While the scientists caution- 
ed that they have no direct ev- 
idence that there are living 
organisms at the bottom of Eu- 
ropa's ocean, they called the lat- 
est photos - which show a 
surface composed of ice “rafts” 
comparable to icebergs on 
Earth, and smaller meteor im- 
pact craters than a rock-solid 


Dwarf galaxies 
hold answers to 
giant questions 


Charles Arthur 


Two previously unknown 
galaxies have been discovered 
by a team of British astronomers 
in a region of the universe that 
was previously thought to be 
empty. 

The galaxies - classed as 
“dwarves" because they contain 
relatively few stars - have been 
named Antiia and Argo by the 
Cambridge-based scientists. 
They went unnoticed before be- 
cause their low star count and 
lack of activity meant they did 
not show up in observations. 

Yet Mike Irwin of the Royal 
Greenwich Observatory, who 
led the research, believes the 
findings could hold the key lo 
many mysteries about the 
formation and structure of the 
universe. 

He told the National Astro- 
nomical Meeting in Southamp- 
ton: “Despite then unassuming 
appearance, dwarf galaxies hold 

the key to many questions about 
the formation, structure and 
evolution'of galaxies." 

GeoigeHau. who discovered 
the galmcies with Alan Whiting 
at the IrEtitute of Astronomy, ' 
said: “The universe nay be full 
of ^kmesfike this. It may be that 
our galaxy, tine MiDcy^y, sun- 
representative of the majority” 

■ As with previous papers . 
presented to the meeting this 
week, the galaxies could offer 
important dues , to one of the 
most imp ort a nt questio n s f aci n g 
astronomers - the form and 
distribution of: the invisible 
“dark matter", thatis reckoned, 
to make up ' more 'than 9C per 



cent of the universe's mass. “If 
we discover more like this it will 
help us understand the nature 
of dark matter and the age of 
the universe," said Mr Hau. 

Antiia, about three million 
light-years from Earth, has a 
d i a m eter of between 4,000 and 
6,000 light years and is reckoned 
to contain a million stars, By 
comparison, our own Milky 
Way hasaradiusof 1(XW)00 light 
years and contains about 200 
billion stars. 

Antiia is so distant from 
other, bigger galaxies that it will 
have escaped been “stretched 
out" by their gravitational 
forces, Dr Irwin explained. 

Aigp, while closer to its lo- 
cal group neighbours than 
Antha, ^ also inan area of ajace 

previously thought to be fairly 
empty. It is about 13 million 
.light years, away, though the 
team. Tta& oot yet worked out 
how many stars it contains. 


surface would have - a “smok- 
ing gun”. 

The implication is that 
Europa may have a thin ice crust 
covering either liquid water or 
Riimh. “We're intrigued by those 
blocks of ice, which are like 
those seen on Earth's polar 
seas daring springtime thaws," 
said Ronald Greeley, of Arizona 
State University, who is work- 
ing with the Nasa team. “Their 
size and geometry leads us to 
believe there was a thin icy layer 
over water or slush, and that 
some motion caused these 
crustal plates to break up." 

Other research published 
today in Sdence demonstrates 
that undersea volcanic vents, 
which are often too far down in 
the ocean to receive sunlight, do 
provide the chemical condi- 
tions needed to form mole- 
cules which are precursors of 
life. Other research has also 
shown that life can arise in 
environments which are com- 
pletely cut off from sunlight. 

This means that lack of sun- 
light at the bottom of Europas 
ocean would not prevent life 
arising in the right conditions. 
Europa is slightly smaller than 
the Earth's moon, but has an ke 
crust. Calculations of its oibit 
around Jupiter have suggested 
that its solid core is warmed by 
tidal forces— which could in turn 
lead to volcanic activity near the 
core, and form an ocean of 
melted ice beneath the crust. 
■ The solar flare thrown off 
from the Sun on Monday will 
not seriously affect the Earth, 
scientists said yesterday. Fears 
that the cloud of charged par- 
tides could disrupt power grids 
and satellites receded following 
new observations of the flare, ex- 
pected to reach ub today, after 
travelling through space at np to 
three million miles per hour. 
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Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Labour plans to get 400,000 
young people off benefit and 
into work in its first year in 
government, senior officials 
from the party said last night. 

Details of plans to find jobs 
for IS to 24 year-olds who have 
not worked for six months were 
released as the Conservatives 
went on the offensive, claiming 


the proposal would not work 
and would be far too costly. 

Until now, Labour has 
promised that its scheme, fund- 
ed through a windfall tax on the 
privatised utilities, would help 

250,000 people over five years. 

But the costings for the 
scheme, which Labour says 
have been audited by acade- 
mics, are. in fact, more ambi- 
tious. They show that the party 
plans to spend £lbn of its 


planned windfall tax, believed 
to be around £3bn. in its first 
year on getting 400,000 people 
into jobs. A" further £500m 
would be spent in each of the 
following four years. 

As the Conservatives point- 
ed out yesterday, the number of 
IS to24-year-olds has fallen to 

198.000 from 280,000 since 
November 1995. when Gordon 
Brown first made the promise. 

However, Labour says that 


each month 27,000 more young 
people reach the stage where 
they have been unemployed 
for six months. So, although the 
total number is not going up, a 
rolling programme is needed to 
reduce it. 

Last ni :ht a party official said 


the pie* je to offer jobs to 

250.000 young people over five 
years was very conservative. In 
fact, a Labour government 
should be able to help far more 


people than that. The party says 
independent costings by other 
academics have also shown 
benefit savings will ensure the 
programme will pay for itself 
after the first five years. Labour 
said as many as 550,000 18 to 
24 year-olds were nor in work, 
education or training. 

The Tories claimed the plan 
would cost £1.6bn per year, 
and a £3bn windfall tax would 
run out in less than two years. 


However, Labourcountered 
that the Conservative claim 
did not take into account the 
savings that would be 'made 
through -getting people off 
benefit. 

“The whole point abbut this 
is that in the first couple of years ■ 
you have to deal with the.stock 
of people who are unemployed 
for oyer six months, phis all the 
new people who axe- coming 
on,” the party official said. 


; “Oar pledge isacautibus and 
conservative estimate of what ■ 
we cando." 

Earlier, Gillian Shephard, 
the Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation and Employment, bad 
said the policy was incorrectly 
costed, and, coupled with the . 
minim urn wage and the Social 
Chapter, would mean more 
unemployment, not .less. 

“When will Labour learn 
that you cannot place extra 


taxeson business in the form of 
a national minimum wage and 
the Soda! Chapter, and at the 
same time introduce subsidies 
for businesstnento take on the 

long-term unemployed?” she 

asked. • - 

“In. contrast to Labour’s 
plans, we have in place a cost- 
ed and coherent programme of 
training measures tor young 
people. Are you aware of this, 
Mr Brown? Obviously noL” 


Quake that 
was more 
of a wobble 


THE INDEPENDENT 


HARRIS 


POLL 


John Rentoul 


Labour's lead is closing only 
slowly, according to today s In- 
dependent /Harris poll, which 
gives limy Blair a 22-point 
lead, down two since last week. 

The findings reinforce the 
suspicion that the MORI poll 
for yesterday’s Times, which 
showed the gap between the two 
main parties closing by 12 
points in a week, was more a sta- 
tistical wobble than a political 
earthquake. Harris’s interviews 
were done from last Friday to 
Monday, before MORIs, which 
were all done on Tuesday. 

But Callup, palling on Mon- 
day to Wednesday for the Tele- 
graph. has recorded a 
two-point rise in Labour's lead 
over l he last week. 

The IndepcndeiafHsucris poll 
contains more evidence of a 
hardening of the Tory vote, 
with more supporters (77 per 
cent) saving they are certain to 
vote titan Labour supporters (74 
per cent !, but the difference is 
not significant. 

The apparently dramatic 
drop in Labour's lead shown by 
MORI is partly because its lat- 
est finding is being compared 
with last week's unusually high 
Labour lead of 27 points. But 
polls carried out in a single day 
arc notoriously variable, be- 
cause they are vulnerable to 
one-off factors such as popular 
television events, which make 
people reluctant to speak to 
doorstep interviewers. 

The other feature of the 
polls which is puzzling com- 
mentators is the consistently low 
Labour leads posted by I CM. al- 
though the trend in ICMs polls 
is also one of a slow narrowing 
of the gap. Pan of the expla- 
nation for the difference be- 
tween 1CM and the rest is that 
its interviewers do two things be- 
fore asking how people will 
vote. FirsMhev ask people how 
likely they are to vote. “What 
we are attempting to do is to get 
people to think more clearly 
about whether they are going to 


vote and what they would ac- 
tually do if they were in the 
polling station,” says Nick Spar- 
row, fCM mana gin g director. 
The company's research sug- 
gests that up to 6 per cent of 
those interviewed will happily 
say who they intend to vote for. 
while not actually intending to 
vote, either because they are not 
registered or because they are 
not motivated enough. 

Secondly, ICM remind peo- 
ple of the names of the twee 
main parties (four in Scotland 
and whies), which boosts Lib- 
eral Democrat support at the 
expense of Labour. Next week 
Harris will change to a similar 
method by using a showcard list- 
ing the parties to ask how peo- 
ple intend to vote. 

Mr Sparrow says the profile 
of the electorate used to weight 
his data is “exactly the same as 
the other pollsters" but be- 
lieves the greater anonymity of 
telephone interviewers en- 
courages Tory supporters to 
declare themselves. Although 
the gap may be narrowing 
slightly, the movement is slow 
and Labour is still so far ahead 
that comparisons with previous 
elections are difficult to make. 

The average of the most re- 
cent polls from the five leading 
polling companies points to a 
Labour majority of 227 seats: 
our poll says 229. Yesterday's 
MORI poll, which showed 
Labour lead of 15 points, would 
still give it a 159-seat majority. 
This week's ICM poll, whose 
findings are most optimistic for 
the Conservatives, suggests a 
majority of 109. 

Even if the polls collectively 
were as far out this time as they' 
were Iasi time, Mr Blair would 
have a majority of 135. In the 
last two general -election cam- 
paigns. the average leads shown 
by Lhe opinion polls did not 
change significantly over the fi- 
nal three weeks of the cam- 
paign. 

Harris Research interviewed 
1,138 adults face-to-face in their 
homes between 4 and 7 April. 
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The bookish voter: A man browsing outside the Honesty Bookshop in Hay-on-Wye, the world's second-hand books capital Photograph: Rob Stratton 



Tony Heath 


Labour received a royal en- 
dorsement in one of Britain’s 
key three-way marginals yes- 
terday. The seal of approval - 
a 20ft x 10ft red rose banner was 
unfurled at Hay Castle, the 
17th-century borne of Richard 
Booth, self-styled King of Hay. 
whose dedication to the prim- 
ed word has made Hay-on- 
Wye the second-hand books 
capital of the world. 

At the 1992 election Mr 
Booth endorsed the Tory par- 


ly. Five years on. his palatial cas- 
tle is surrounded by banners 
urging support for Chris Mann, 
Labour's candidate for Brecon 
and Radnorshire. Ron Davies 
the party's Welsh spokesman, 
unrolled Lhe yellow and red ban- 
ner from a top-floor window. 

“It is very significant that 
someone as influential as Mr 
Booth who has put the town on 
the map should be supporting 
Labour with as much energy as 
he put in building up a global 
business,” Mr Davies said. 

Market dav crowds in the 


town's narrow streets appeared 
impressed. Peter Smith, a 
trainee psychologist who was 
browsing in the Honesty Book- 
shop, said: “If you want a 
Labour government then you 
have to vote Labour, especial- 
ly here where a Liberal vote is 
just a waste because the Liber- 
als will never be in govemmenL 
I want the Ibries out so it's clear 
where my cross will be puL 
At 74. Emma Jones is still at 
work as warden of an old peo- 
ple’s home. She said: “The state 
pension's not enough so I'm still 


at work. When the Tories broke 
the link between earnings and 
pensions they insulted people 
who worked hard all their lives:” 

Brecon and Radnorshire is 
avast tract stretching from the 
old mining town of Ystradgyn- 
lais in the south, to Knighton 60 
miles away in the north, a town 
so close to the English border 
that the train station is in Shrop- 
shire. The constituency is being 
fought for with few holds 
barred. John Major made it his 
only visit to Wales earlier this 
week to support Jonathan 


Evans, a junior Welsh Office 
minister, who scraped in by 130 
votes in 1992. 

Richard Livsey, a 61-year-old 
farmer and lecturer is flying the 
Liberal Democrat flag again. 
For Labour, Mr Mann, 46, and 
a probation officer is contesting 
the seat for a second time. 

The Referendum Party is 
fielding Liz Phillips, a local 
community councillor. At 21, 
Plaid Cymru’s Steven Cornelius 
claims to be (he youngest can- 
didate in Britain. Both will do 
well if they save their deposits. 


JCB chief digging for Tory victory 


Co fin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair was yesterday dis- 
owned by the head of JCB. Sir 
Anthony BamldnJ, whom he de- 
scribed as a member of his 
winning "l cam". Sir Anthony in- 
vited John Major to stage a ral- 
!v at his 175-acre plant in 
Staffordshire as a show of sup- 
port for the Tories, and accused 
the Labour leader of trying to 
“rope him in”. 

Interviewed while Mr Major 
and his wife Norma chatted to 
his workers. Sir Anthony cast 
douhLson Mr Blair's fitness for 
office. 

Comparing the two leaders. 


he said Mr Major had been For- 
eign Secretary and Chancellor 
before becoming Prime Minis- 
ter. “The other one. I don't 
think he has done a job in bis 
life and that is the top and bot- 
tom of it.” 

Tory party officials said he 
was furious at the way Labour 
had played up a visit by Mr Blair 
last September after the TUC 
conference, when he described 
the Labour leader as “a ref- 
reshing politician”. 

Mr Blair described the trade 
union relations in the JCB plant 
in his keynote speech to the par- 
re conference. “We are on the 
same side, the same team, Britain 
united, and we will win,” he said. 


Sir Anthony yesterday said be 
was backing the Tories to win 
the election. ‘I am not a Labour 
voter. I haven't been nor will I 
be. We invite politicians of all 
colours here. Blair came as a 
very welcome visiL He was im- 
pressive but he has never been 
tried as Prime Minister.” 

Sir Anthony's repudiation of 
Mr Blair came as a further 
boosL to Tory morale, seeking 
what the Americans call 'big 
Mo' - the momentum to carry 
their campaign forward after be- 
ing stalled for three weeks on 
sleaze. But it carries clear risks 
for Mr Major. Sir Anthony is a 
strong Euro-sceptic who is op- 
posed to the single currency. 


“Having one currency in Eu- 
rope, everybody knows just 
doesn't end there - you have a 
central bank, a common inter- 
est rate; it's a political thing, we 
end up with a federal Europe 
which I’m really against” 

Sir Anthony is rated one of 
the richest men in Britain, with 
a fortune based on the machine 
that bears the family initials and 
has become synonymous with 
industrial diggers. He said he 
had won a lot of money belting 
on Mr Major to win last lime, 
and hod bet an him again to win. 

He refused to confirm he was 
a donor to party funds, but Mr 
Blair told the party conference 
Last year that Sir Anthony was 


one of the main backers of the 
Ibry party, and it is believed he 
is among the top earners who 
have helped to ml the Tory war 
chest for the election. 

A Labour spokesman last 
night denied Mr Blair bad said 
Sir Anthony Bamford was one 
of the party's backers. A 
spokesman said: ‘We have nev- 
er said that hundreds and hun- 
dreds of business people are all 
going to start voting Labour. 
What we have said is that 
there's a new relationship with 
Labour. They are prepared to 
talk to Labour in a way which 
has not happened in the past. 
We welcome that new and 
changed relationship.” 


Ashdown 

rallies 


troops 


Barrie Clement 


Paddy Ashdown last night 
urged his supporters to look 
beyond the poll ratings and 
convince the electorate that a 
vote for the Liberal Democrats 
was “no longer a wasted vote.” 

With Lhe Party sticking stub- 
bornly at the 10 to 13 per cent 
level with just 21 days to go. Mr 
A&down attempted to rouse his 
troops with a passionate state- 
ment of his personal beliefs. 

He told an audience of 
activists at Southport that he 
bad abandoned his career as a 
diplomat and had come home 
from Switzerland because the 
country was in a “mess” and he 
and hs wife wanted to do some- 
thing about iL 

It took him seven years to win 
Yeovil for the Liberals - his 
party haying languished in third 
place in the constituency. 111611 ; 
was no reason why the success 
at The Oval should not be 
repeated nationally. 

Since hisretum. Brilain is no 
longer being held to ransom by 
unions, but the old public in- 
efficiencies have been replaced 
by the new “private greed”. 

Like Attila the Hun the Con- 
servatives had destroyed much 
and in is place had created little 
of long term substance. 

The Lib-Dems wanted to 
create an “opportunity Britain 
where everybody has the chance 
to be a somebody.” That com- 
mitment bad been one of the 
central principles of Liberalism 
since the political movement 
was founded. 

He wanted the Liberal De- 
mocrats to be recognised as the 
education party. “In the years 
ahead, the economic success of 
out country will stand or fall on 
the education of Britain's people. 

“That's why education is so 
important. Why our party's 
No.l priority is to make Britain 
the world's best-educated 
nation, the leading learning 
society, in the next century.” 

The cornerstone of the policy 
would be £10bn worth of extra 
investment over the next five 
yearn, funded by an extra penny 
on income tax. 

Yesterday's report from the 
Institute of Fiscal Studies 
showed there was a real choice 
facing both other parties. They 
could either keep their promis- 
es on tax or break those pledges 
by maintaining decent services. 
By accepting the government's 
expenditure plans they had 
bought in to the “Conservative 
con 'trick”. 

With 5,000 Lib- Dem coun- 
cillors in the country it was no 
longer a party of protest, but the 
party of power. “No longer a 
wasted vote, but a vote for 
winners.” 





As Labour prepared for today’s business 
manifesto launch, the Conservatives set up a 
two-pranged attack on its union links. John 
Major toki an enthusiastic audience In 
Bocester. Staffordshire, that union leaders 
were both paying for a Labour victory and 
praying tor one. Under new Labour the 
unions would have rights even Michael Foot 
never dreamed of, he said. 

The President of the Board of Ttade, Ian 
Lang, wrote to union leaders to say he was 
-mystified'' by their silence on Labour's 
privatisation plans. 

Mr Blair retorted that anyone who tned to 
bully a government led by him would receive 

short shrift- . .. . . w 

The Liberal Democrats began the day, for the 

second time In a week, with a briefing on the 

state of the health service. Then the party’s 
leader, Paddy Ashdown, wrote to both Tony 

Blair and John Major to ask how they 

intended to find enough 

impending crisis in the education and health 

SSjffllair said he felt files a pop star after he 

was mobbed by hundreds of screaming 
schoolchildren as he arrived at a Midlands 

MHEHa?r h fflidhte wife Cherie landed by 
helicopter in the middle of the playing |BeWs 
of Arrow Vale High School, ReddSteh, to be 
greeted by hordes of excited youngsters. 


KEY ARGUMENTS 


Labour tried to keep up the pressure 
on the Conservatives on taxation, with 
claims that the Chancellor had 
admitted families were paying £7 more 
in taxes each week than at the last 
election. “The Chancellor has now 
confirmed what Labour has been 
saying - that taxes have risen since the 
last general election the Shadow 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, said. 

The Conservatives, meanwhile, were 
also anxious to keep up the pressure. 
They began by targeting Labour’s 
Welfare to Work plans before moving 
on to privatisation, the unions and 
Europe. Mr Major claimed Britain’s 
adoption of the social chapter would 
"conscript our young people into 
Europe's army of the unemployed’. 
The privatisation of Air Traffic Control 
hit the headlines early In the day, when 
a union official said he had been 
assured by Labour that It was still 
opposed to such a move. Labour 
countered that it was no longer against 
the sale, but could not see how it 
would make any money. 

Paddy Ashdown was forced to deny 
rumours that he would stand down 
after the election, joking that his 
successor had not even done 
A-ievelsyet 
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GMTV interviewer Fiona Phillips attempted to tackle Gillian Shephard on 
the real issues: "Everyone Is saying what the Labour Party hasn't done. 
LWhat the Tories haven’t done. What are you going to do?" But Eamann 
Holmes Intwjectad: “Let’s talk about positive things". "You’re quit® a fan of Mr 
Motivator arwrtyouT^-sald Ms Philips. “That Is perfectly true/ revealed Mrs Shephard. 
"Who Is your Mr. Motivator?* “Mr Major Is a great motivator as far as l am concerned " 


Jimmy Young excelled 
himself yesterday when hie 
succeeded In pinning down 
Tony Blair on Labour’s muddle . 
over the future of the air traffic 
control system. Despite Mr Blair’s 
appeals to leave that aside as ft 
is", Jimmy pressed hard to get an 
answer on which member of 
Labour’s transport team had ruled 
out privatisation. Eventually Mr 
Blair gave a dear answer. “I'm not - 
sure ... i simply don't know;” he 
said. 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


□ Imagine enjoying your early 
days on earth at a farm ih 
Scotland and suddenly a - 
politician arrives from London, 
picks you up and starts baaing at 
you. The poor lamb, at Stagehal 
Farm, Galashiels, separated from . 
mum by Paddy Ashdown 
understandably was upset as 
indeed was mother who was .... 
shaping up to butt the Ub Dem ' . 
leader. The farmer's solution? -'he 
advised Paddy to start bleating to - 
calm mother aid babe 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


| The Scottish National Party claimed 
! ft had won the economic argument . 

; for independence, with their 
i Iteasury spokesman, John 
Swinney ( ctaiming.^the entire unionist . . 
case against the economics of 
independence has centred on the myth -of 
subsidy, and It has now been destroyed,” . 


The Scottish Socialist Alliance launched 
its first manifesto, accusing MPs for fining 
their own pockets at the expense of those 
less well-off. 

The Liberal Democrats said Plaid Cymru's 
plans for devolution would entail an 
increase in income tax to 73p In the pound 
for the basic rate. 


MEDIA STAR 


Major himself reminded the electorate that election pledges should be viewed 
with some cynicism. Asked about the promise and performance at the last 
election, he said: “We have never hidden the fact that during the recession 
we put up taxes and we are now bringing them down”. Election promises 
tend to be based on predictions, but 1 have learnt from experience that no 
one can absolutely foresee what will happen in the future”. 



Pater Hitchens of the Dafy Express made hiniself the centre 
of attention whan he tried. to -catch out Mr Blair in Labour’s 
‘ morning press conference. :He asked the .Labour leader 
whether rt wasn't hypocritical of him to swid his son to a 
grant-maintained school. Mr Blair saki: “We ars quite . 
committed to maintaihmg church schools". Mr Hitaherra ' •: 1 
...replied that this.wasjjot. a proper answer. Mr. Biafr said it was, 
and both men Talked at each other until MrHhcbehs, e long- 
time Irritant at Labour press conferences was wamed that . 
he risked not betng cafied again ■ 
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Nicholas Schoon 
“Mrcnrnent Correspondent 

A coalition of leading pressure 
groups and charities will today 
Jo ^ n Major and Tony 
oiair for ignoring issues con- 
cerning morality, social justice 
and the environment which, 
they insist, are of real concern 
to voters. 

TJie Real World Coalition, 
made up of groups with more 
than 2.4 million registered 
members or supporters, said its 
°PmiOD poll carried out by 
MORI last week showed that 
people cared deeply about 
problems the Conservatives 


gang up on Blair and Major 


and Labour did not want to talk 
about But it exempted the Lib- 
eral Democrats from its riahn 
that the main parties' had “be- 
trayed the electorate”; 

■ ^The major parties conspire 
among themselves to keep 
issues off the election -agenda,"- 
said Jonathon Porritt, founder 
of the coalition and its leading 
spokesman- He- said thfc had 
happened in past elections de- 
spite “overwhelming evidence 
of just how much people care 
about environmental and social- 
justice issues” 

The attack today comes to- 
wards the end of a week in 
which 11 British churches com- 


bioed to callfor higher taxes and 
increased public spending in 
their report, Unemployment and 
the Future of Work. 

Faddy Ashdown, the liberal 
Democrat leader, has also ac- 
cused Labour of concentrating 
its energies on wooing just 7DJDOO- 
uncertam voters in key margin- 
al constituencies rather > h»n all 
44 jnflHoh registered voters. 

Real TOsld’spaO was carried 
out among 1,069 adults and was 
paid forty two members of the 
coalition, Oxfem and Friends of 
the Earth. People were ques- 
tioned about 10 of Real World’s 
key issues, ranging from dear 
targets for enttmg road traffic 
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Farmyard visit brings out the beast in Ashdown 




It must have seemed to Faddy Ashdown 
as if Parliament had reassembled. He 
spent yesterday watting through faeces, 
enveloped In a pungent miasma, to the 
accompaniment of animal noises. 

In fact, Mr Ashdown did a spot of 
bleating himselfi writes Barrie Clement. 
The lib Dem leader was persuaded by 
a fanner, Nigel Milks; that the only way 
to make lambs fed at ease was by imi- 


tating die noise of ihdr mothers. So the 
party leader found himself squatting 
(above) in a Scottish sheep-pen dutifully 
making “baa” sounds. Labour and 
Conservative spin-doctors would never 
have allowed iL Representatives of the 
media lookedon, contributed tothe zo- 
ological atmosphere and made pointed 
remarks about die “woolly” nature at 
liberal policies and how Mr Ashdown 


was accusing the Government of fleec- 
ing the electorate. Mr Ashdown also en- 
countered a bull at StagehaD Fhrm, near 
Galashiels, In the Borders. This was 
“Pride Lover off Haymonnt”, which 
looked distinctly miffed, having been sep- 
arated from his harem. The beast, to in- 
troduce a naval metaphor; didn't seem 
to like the cut of Mr Ash down's jib. The 
hunt's droppings may also have re- 


minded the Tih Dem leader of the 
House of Commons. 

Some politicians will do anything to 
get their feces on television. Margaret 
Thatcher was not one to pass up such an 
opportunity: One of the more memorable 
images of the 1987 election showed her 
clutching a calf. There was no record of 
her making mooing noises. 

Photograph: John Voos i 


Major pledges no promises that 
he will not raises taxes again 


Anthony Bevins and 
Barrie Clement 

John Major was unable to give 
any guarantee yesterday that he 
would not again increase taxes, 
after Labour attacked him for 
breaking promises made during 
the 1992 election campaign. 

Tony Blair told his daily 
election press conference that 
the Tbries were running for 
office, but running away from 
iheir record. 

“We saw it yesterday on tax,” 
he said. "Mr Major simply can- 
not be allowed to get away 
with it when he claims the tax 
burden has not risen. 

“Will he confirm that taxes 


have risen since the election. 
Wffl he confirm that the average 
family is at least £7 a week worse 
off? Will he confirm that a two- 
earner family with children is 
£13.70 a week worse off?” 

Independent Commons 
library data shows that the 
percentage of income taken in 
tax from a couple with two 
children and one earner on 
average earnings of £411.30 a 
week in the current financial 
year is 35.1 per cent, compared 
with 32.7 per cent in 1992-93. 
the year of the last election, and 
32J2 per cent in 1978-79, when 

Labour was last in office. It rose 
to 35.7 per cent in 1995-96. 

Mr Major said at . his press 


conference yesterday: “Ws have 
never hidden the fact that 
dining the necessioowe put up 
taxes and we are now b ringing 
them back down again.” 

But he said that Vfednesday’s 
independent report from the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies had 
also confirmed “that the aver- 
age family was £15 a week 
better off after earnings growth, 
tax changes and inflation.” - 

Bui when pressed on the 

For value-added tax - whether 
the Tbries were going to make 
any farther switch from direct 
to indirect taxes, as they had 
done in the past - Mr Major 
said again that he bad no plans 


to do so. “I have made that 
point on the basis that we are 
going to keep public expendi- 
ture down." 

However, be added that he 
had to retain the qualification 
. that no government could give 
an absolute guarantee. “T have 
learned from experience that 
no-one can absolutely foresee 
what wiB happen in the future. 

“I did not know before the last 
election how long and how deep 
the recession would be. 1 said at 
the last election I did not intend 
to put up taxes, I had do plans 
to put up taxes- nor did I. 

■ “But events forced us to 
make changes. I see no reason 
to suppose we would have to do 


iL It is not in our minds to do 
so. We have no plans to do it but 
no-one. no Treasury minister, 
can absolutely foresee what 
will happen in the future.” 

Meanwhile, Paddy Ashdown 
yesterday wrote to Mr Major 
and Mr Blair, challenging them 
to prove their spending plans 
would not result in the “devas- 
tation" of public sewices. 

Grabbing an issue which he 
hopes will at last give him a high 
profile in the election cam- 
paign. the Liberal Democrat 
leader argued that the planned 
financial stringency of the two 
main parties would result in a 
crisis m health, education and 
other services. 


Blair shies from 


Stew Boggan 

Tony Blair threw his campaign 
schedule into chaos yesterday 
avoid a potential^ ^embarrass- 
ing meeting with MohamedAl 
Fayed, the owner of Harrods. 

The Labour leader refrained 
from tx'ardmg his campaign 
helicopter until Mr KtyccTs had 
landed and the man at the cen- 
tre of the cash for questions con- 

mtversv had driven away. 

Mr Blair’s delay, at Battersea 
Heliport, south Londomcame 

when ins Pi^seCTWaiy^a®- 

tair Campbell, spotted two pho- 
tographers smiling gleefulfy on 

^Tbey'had learned that Mr 
Fayed's Sikorsky 76 wasduelo 
land from his estate m Bested. 
Surrev, just as Mr Blairwasdue . 

Cab Air Squirrel 

bound for ajneetmgwithchil’ 

dren at a school m Redditciu 

-Their eyes lit up and we re- 


alised that a meeting, could 
have been mis construed." said 
a senior Labour source. “We 
don't have anything; against 
anyone, but- a- meeting could 
have, been misconstrued." 

As a result, Mir Blair joined 
_ his wifivCherie, bactinside the 
terminal and waited until Mr 
Fayed had been whisked away. 

Last night, ^spokesman for 
Harrods said Mr Ryed' be- 
lieved Mr Blair had missed a' 
great opportunity. “It. was. a. 
great chance to have a Uving- 

stone/Stanley meeting because 
be could have thanked his 
greatest benefactor.” 

■He could have bad the op- 
portunity to say, ‘Hello, Mo- 
faam ed, thanks a bunch for 

getting rid of all those Tbry min- 
isters'.” The delay, and a refu- 

SSs visit to tiie Arrow 
Vale high school in Red ditch 
was cut short 



air 


. However, he was given a 
load welcome and, despite the. 
reason for cutting short his vis- 
it, he fold pupils not to feel cyn- 
ical about politicians. 

Support among passers-by 
and nearby residents suggested 
that the constituency — identi- 
fied by The Independent as an 
area as vital as Basildon for vic- 
tory -was turning to Labour. 

’■.Tm going to vote for him," 
.Said .Patricia KinseUa, 55, who 


fives opposite the schooL Al- 
though a Labour supporter, 
she attends Studley Conserva- 
tive Club, where waverers are 
begriming to surface. 

. “I’ve begun to notice a few 
people switching. PeopJe are fed 
up of unemployment and 
sleaze.” 

Later in the day, the Labour 
leader travelled to Warwick. 
University where he spoke by 
satellite to businessmen and 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 

women in Malaysia and Hong 
Kong. The talk was of technol- 
ogy. manufacturing and the 
training of a “flexible work- 
force”, one of Mr Blair's major 
themes. 

Mr Blair tried hard not to ac- 
knowledge h, but it was dear 
from the behaviour of his hosts 
at Warwick and his satellite 
correspondents, that they 
viewed him as the next prime 
minister. 


Sp^st^ficIMerartana ■ • -;l y * . ' 

Artiw^Ot^fendl^NaturtdrBaatity' - : 78 y,.--.'.'. :27'.- 
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to policies to reduce the gap bet- The issue given greatest pri- 

ween rich and poor in Britain ority was “providing affordable 
and worldwide. homes for those tbat need 


them” followed by “tougher 
laws on the international arm 
trades, faelnrimg a ban on the 
use of land mines”. 

Mr Iriirittsakt “The poll fig- 
ures are significantly higher 
than one would normally expect 
at thk time in an election cam- 
paign. I'm not el aiming our is- 
sues are more important than 
the state of schools and the 
health service, nor the econo- 
my or crime, but they are more 
important than the media and 
the parties appear to recognise.” 


chosen to ignore them, he said. 

Real World has analysed the 
manifestos of the three main 


parties to see how they accord 
with its campaigning for more 
help for the poor in Britain, in- 
creased third world aid. consti- 
tutional reform and greater 
environmental protection - all 
of which come together under 
the umbrella of “sustainable de- 
velopment". 

Mr Poiritt, a former director 
of Friends of the Earth, said he 
personally felt the Liberal De- 
mocrat manifesto had a clear 
lead, but the Charity Commis- 
sioners had warned Real 
Wtaicfs members they could not 
endorse axry one party or draw 
up a scorecard to show which 
rated highest. “Even an implied 


endorsement would be going 
over the line." he said. 

The coalition, founded just 
over a year ago, has 44 mem- 
bers. They include Oxfam, 
Christian Aid, Save the Children 
Fund, Friends of the Earth, 
the World Wide Fund for Na- 
ture. Charier SS and the Child 
Poverty Action Group. It has 70 
local groups agitating around 
the country. 

Disappointingly for some of 
Real Vforld’s members, only 36 
per cent of those questioned 
thought that increasing Britain's 
foreign aid was an important is- 
sue and just 9 per cent thought 
it very important. 


by Aanonymous 


S o we stood in the shade of 
the white cherry blossom 
tree and our minders told 
us that there had been a 
slight delay. Three hours - 
erf travelling, not a sight of the Can- ■ 
didate (though his disembodied 
voice reached us as it took part in 
a radio interview). And now, shel- 
tered from the blazing sunshine, 
here we were - waiting. As the occasional pris- 
tine petal drifted softly on to my head and shoul- 
ders, my mind shifted to a room or bus 
somewhere, in which two key advisers and the 
Candidate himself were meeting. 1 don't know 
the place myself. When - one day - the histo- 
ry of this campaign is written, we wfl] discov- 
er exactly how this meeting took place, wbo was 
there and what was said. But - details aside - 
this is what happened. 

Adviser A had his large, handsome head in 
his hands, his posture completely at odds with 
the garishness of his shirt, the yellow and red 
optimism of bis tie, and the shiny brown brogues 
on his large feeL 

“I do not,” he said, “believe this is happen- 
ing. Air Traffic Controlgate for Christ's sake!” 

The Candidate winced at the obscenity, 
sucked in and then blew out his 
cheeks, checked the retort that 
was on his lips and glanced up. 

“Look,” he said. “It*s not ideaL p 

But we need to concentrate on 
what happens now. I mean, D6H0 
what’s the damage? Bobby?” 

He turned to the sharp-fea- ulGy PG 
tured man who had been study- J 

mg him intensely throughout Q0 1‘0- 
Adviser B cleared his throat 
and very precisely uncrossed SO 111 
bis legs, resting his hands on his 
two thighs. “This problem,” he TnTAT f 
enunciated carefully, “has its ari- 
gins in the collision of two com- Kp- TlS 

peting desires. The first was 

Andrew’s wish to make a speech 
to the last conference showing that he would 
keep alive some small part of the flame of rad- 
icalism brandished by his predecessor, Clare. 

“At that time there was no reason to believe 
tbat the issue of privatisation arose, so the 
speech was cleared - by Gordon's office. No, 
let me finish, AL If we don’t understand what 
has transpired we will make the wrong deci- 
sion about how to handle iL 
“The second desire," he continued, “was to 
be able to sign up to Cuddly Ken’s spending 
plans as a token of our rectitude, forswearing 
any increases in taxation levels beyond those 



that he had already sel in train. 
Akis, the fat chap had littered the 
darker, more obscure corridors 
of his plans with hidden booby- 
traps. They assumed him doing 
lots of things that he never both- 
ered mentioning to the British 
people and - indeed - to his col- 
leagues. Like privatising Air 
Traffic Control. 

“Yes, yes.” broke in the big man. impatiently. 
“So we get jumped on because of Ken's gap! 
It's incredible!” 

Bobby smiled a thin little smile. “This is a 
tough business. No one believes that they're 
going to be rc-clected, so no one is interested 
in Ken's plans. We gel it in the neck just be- 
cause we arc so far ahead. Anyway, where was 
I? Oh, yes. So when Ken is found out - or 
rather, conveniently finds himself out -it leaves 
us with a hole in the spending plans. 

“Now, we could have said: -Shit! That 
means a lax increase, but blame the Tories'. Just 
imagine what they would have made of thaL 
Or we could have told the truth and said: 
‘What's a billion between friends? We’ll get it 
out of contingency.’ But that would have done 
sod all for our fiscal prudence stance. So we 
opted for ‘OK. let’s privatise 
it, if necessary' approach. On 
- the upside this still means we 

fcNo one look lean and mean ... 

_ “And on the downside it 

believes that makes us look like unprind- 
, pled ditherers.” AJ broke in, 

they re going to “wb° say that we will never. 
^ ® ° ever, tolerate a thing one 

be re-elected month, and then say it's quite 

. conceivable the next As a re- 
SO 110 Olie IS suit it all unravels, dominates 
. . the news for a whole week, and 

interested in reinforces the impress on that 

j — . we do not care very much what 

Kens plan, y we say as long as we win. And 

all when the polls show the gap 

is closing." 

The Candidate sighed. “Look, it's done now, 
for good or AL You tried your hardest The thing 
is, how do we deal with it now?" 

Bobby got up, weut over to the window and 
turned to face the room. “It feels uncomfort- 
able, I know. It makes some of our friends in 
the broadsheet press rather nervous. But how 
does it play in the tabloids? 

“Is Worcester Woman talking to Peterbor- 
ough Person about it in the pubs? 1 think not. 
Courage mon amis. The smallest polling gap 
is 14 per cent. So hold the line and win the 
prize.” 


political shorts 


Record postal votes hold 
key to marginal seats 

Record numbers of postal voters could decide the outcome 
in a number of seats, according to election administrators. 

In Southampton Itchen, the number of applications for 
postal votes already received is enough to wipe out the 
majority won last time by Labour’s John Denham. Each 
of the city's two marginal seats has seen 1,500 applications. 
“At the rate they’re coming in we’ll be dosing in on 2,000 
by next Wednesday.” said Malcolm Dumper, elections 


Labour's majority in Itchen is only 1,053. James Hill, 

Tbry MP for IfcsL Hampshire, defends a majority of 2,722. 
Boosted by a local-radio information campaign, postal 
votes will be well up on the 1,500 sent out in each seat in 
the last election. The deadline for applications across the 
country is 5pm on 16 ApriL John Rsntotd 

Labour up, Tories down in Wales 

A poll for last night’s HTV Wales This Week programme 
gave Labour 59 per cent of the Welsh vote, compared with 
50 per cent achieved at the 1992 election. 

Tory support has fallen from 29 per cent five years ago 
to 20 per cent, with the liberal Democrat share down from 
12 per cent to 9 per cenL And Plaid Cymru support is up to 
10 per cent from 9 per CenL TTie Referendum Party's share 
was 1 per cent 

Martin Bell’s HQ address 

In response to readers' requests, the address of Martin 
Bell’s campaign headquarters is c/o The Longview Hotel, 
Manchester Road, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 0LX. 

Mr Bell has asked us to make clear that until he is 
formally adopted as an election candidate - a decision 
expected rat Monday evening - he cannot accept any 
funds. In the event of his being successfully nominated, 
he asks that individual contributions should not be more 
than £100. 




The Independent is 
on the World Wide 
Web at last with a 
general election web 
site run jointly with 
Virgin. 

Independent/Virgin 
Election *97 
is a highly interactive 
site, intended, above 
all else, to encourage 
informed debate. 

It cuts through the 
mass of foots and 
figures that make up 
everyone else’s 
election “coverage” 
on the web to expose 
the issues that really 
matter to intelligent 
discussion. 

To join us, key in the 
following location: 

http://www.vlrgin.neV 

independents?/ 







by Blair 



on police 


tactics 


Jason Bennetto 
aid Fran Abrams 


The use of American-style 
“zero tolerance" policing in 
Britain thrust the issue of law 
and order into the election yes- 
terday and provoked a dispute 
between Lhe three major polit- 
ical parties and police chiefs. 

The row follows comments by 
Charles Pollard, Chief Consta- 
ble of Thames \fclley Ralice, who 
said “zero tolerance" was in dan- 
ger of becoming empty rhetoric 
that could lead to noting fay vic- 
timising ethnic minorities. 

Both the Tories and Labour 
have grasped the concept of 
zero tolerance, first tested in 
New York where no crime how- 
ever small is ignored, and pro- 
moted it in their manifestos. 

But yesterday, when ques- 
tioned on the issue, John Ma- 


jor appeared to take a more 
liberal stance than Tony Blair 
when he stressed that some 
petty offenders were simply “in- 
adequate" and that resources 
should be targeted at profes- 
sional criminals. He said: “I 
don't think zero tolerance to 
one-off offenders who may be 
inadequate in some way is the 


right way to deal with them. 
When you are talking about the 


When you are talking about the 
professional criminal class it is 
the right way to deal with them." 

Labour immediately accused 
the Tories of being “hopelessly 
Split" on the issue. Jack Straw, 
the shadow Home Secretary, 
said: “John Major said that zero 
tolerance was not approp ri a te for 
one-off offenders. Subsequent- 
ly Michael Howard [the Home 
Secretary] has supported such an 
approach! If they can't agree on 
whether disorder should be tack- 
led, it is no wonder that David 
Mellor has said they have ‘lost 
the plot on law and order'." 

Labour sources said they 
agreed with chief constables that 


zero-tolerance schemes should 
not be used in isolation and that 
the aggressive US approach 
was inappropriate to Britain. 

However, Mr Blair said ear- 
ner in the day that he did not 
accept claims that the polity 
could cause riots. 

“The only way to get crime 
down is to say there are certain 
decent standards in this coun- 
try and we are going to force 
them all the way through. I am 
absolutely passionate about this 
because otherwise you are ad- 
mitting there is a level of crime 
you are prepared to disregard.” 

Alan Beitiz, home affairs 
. spokesman for the Liberal De- 
mocrats, argued that zero toler- 
ance was a “misleading phrase”. 
He said: “If it means an intol- 
erance to people who are sim- 
ply different in their outlook and 

style to the rest of us, then I 
think it is rather a dangerous 
concept and there is no way you 
can enforce every law, every 
minute of every day." 

Meanwhile another senior 
police officer, Ray White, pres- 
ident of the Association of 
Chief Rdice Officers and Chief 
Constable of Dyfed-Powys, 
stressed that zero-tolerance tac- 
tics were expensive, and were 
not a complete answer to crime. 

He said: “We would also be 
concerned of any false impres- 
sion that fire police hold the key 
to resolution of all social ills. 
Other agencies and the public 
have vital roles to play. It would 
be wrong and dangerous to deal 
solely with the symptoms of any 
societal breakdown, without 
seeking to address its causes.” 

Del Chief Insp Ray Mallon, 
who has led a zero-tolerance 
style initiative in Middles- 
brough, insisted, however, that 
such tactics could pay handsome 
dividends. He said: “We are not 


Clean sweep: The Oldbury campaign office (above) of Speaker Betty Boothroyd (below right), who is being backed by the main parties Photographs: David Rose. Nicola Kurtz 


Chivalry tops ballot in sleaze-free zone 




Kathy Marks 


prepared to be a wishy-washy 
police force bumbling along. 


There is a small corner of 
Britain that is blissfully un- 
troubled by party politics. No 
mud-slinging pollutes the air in 
Wfest Bromwich West; sleaze, as 
far as the locals are concerned, 
belongs on another planet. 

Bar foom being at each oth- 
er s throats in this Black Coun- 
tiy constituency, the three main 
parties have formed a unique 
coalition. What unites them is 
Betty Boothroyd, the local MP, 
and Speaker of die House of 
Commons. 

For the first time in 27 years, 
mainstream parties are ob- 
serving a convention of not 
contesting the Speaker at a 
general election. Such is Miss 
Boothroyd’s popularity here - 
locals call her “our Betty" - that 
old adversaries are working to- 


gether to ensure she retains her 
seat Miss Boothroyd, Labour 
MP for West Bromwich West 
since 1973, renounced her par- 
ty affiliations on taking up of- 
fice. In her constituency, she can 
campaign only as the Speaker 
seeking re-election, without the 
backing of the Labour machine. 

In an exceptional display of 


gentlemanly behaviour, local 
Conservatives and liberal De- 
mocrats have refrained from op- 
posing Mss Boothroyd and are 
even helping with her cam- 
paign. 

Thus the Speaker finds her- 
self in the curious postion of be- 
ing proposed and seconded by 
two sworn political foes: Roland 
Vernon, Labour's constituency 
chairman, and Ray Partridge, 
his Tbiy opposite number. 

Mr Partridge, 71, says it 
would be churlish to contest the 


Commons' first woman Speak- 
er. With refreshing candour, he 
adds: “Wfe wouldn’t win the seat 
anyway; it*s been a Labour 
stronghold for years. It would 
be a waste of money.” 

In a spartan first-floor room 
in Oldbury, one of a duster of 
former manufacturing towns 
that make up Wiest Bromwich 
West, Doug Parrish, Miss 
Boothroyd’s agent, is sorting 
through posters and leaflets. 

He is a member of the all- 
party committee - Friends erf the 
Speaker, also known as Betty* 
Backers - set up to nm her cam- 
paign. At the inaugural meet- 
ing, recalls David Warburton, . 
the committee's director, mem- 
bers faced a problem. What 
campaign colour should Miss 
Boothroyd adopt? Labour red 
was out of the question. 

*1 suggested black and white. 


the Speaker’s cotouxs, but that 
was a fait funereal,'’. be says. 
“Someone proposed West 
Bromwich AJbkm’s colours, but 
they play in Tbty bine. So m the 
end we decided on a nice par- 
Samentazy g r een. Let's hope 
Srm Fein and the Green Rtrty 
don't stand. “In fact, tbeody can- 
didate fights^ the seat is from 
an right-wing spEuter 

party, the National Democrats. 

Miss Boothroyd, defending a 
7,830 majority, says the neces- 
sity to avoid political state- 
ments makes thk, her 12th 
election rampawm, the most 
difficult so far. “Bat I am grat- 
ified that there is so much 
goodwill towards me locally," 
she says. Despite parliament's 
dissolution, the Speaker's duties 
mean she win not be in the con- 
stituency until late next week. 
Once there, her engagements 


include an invitation to 
Wsdnesbuzy Conservative Quh. 

But while die politicians arc 
competing to be nice to one an- 
other, some voters arc dis- 
gruntled that they cannot 
su p port a party. In the seat held 
by tbe Speaker, the embodiment 
of parliamentary democracy, 
the electorate is effectively dis- 
enfranchised. “It's not fair, 
we’re not oven a choice.” said 
Dorothy Spooner, an elderly 
Conservative voter. “No disre- 
spect to Betty, but if die stays 
Speaker for a while, well nev- 
er have another vote.” 


Perhaps the happiest person 
in West Bromwich wfcst at the 
moment is Mr Partridge. Sitting 
in his living-room under a pic- 
ture of the Queen, he says: tRot 
the fijst time in 50 years, Til be 
voting for the winning candidate 
in a general election." 
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With a TSB 
Cash Gift Mortgage 
you could get up 
to £6,000 to spend 
as you like. ^ 




If you need a mortgage, be totally sensible and come to 
TSB. You could get a cash gift of up to £ 6,000 , enough to 
make your new home look like a million dollars. 

Call TSB PhoneBank to find out more or to get a free 
quotation. Alternatively, you can call into a TSB branch. 



Call free quoting 
ref. INC2. 


0500 758 OOO 


Mortgages 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP U-P REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


Thatcher alters history 
with ‘slip of the tongue’ 




fowerfu 


Christian Wofmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


Baroness Tbatdier attempted to 
rewrite a little bit of history 
when she wrongly told a group 
of reporters this week that she 
had voted against the Maas- 
tricht treaty Bill in 1993. 

On Wednesday, while giving 
a steraJectuxe on Europe to the 


press during an election visit at 
Aldershot football ground, she 
was interrupted by The 
Independent who asked her why 


was interrupted by The 
Independent who asked her why 
she had signed the Single 
European Act “That was about 
creating a Common Market” 
she said 

But when it was pointed oat 
that her successor bad signed 
the Maastricht treaty, she said: 


“Ah, but I voted against it,” and 

this was reported in some of 
today's newspapers. 

In fact Lady Thatcher! who 
was by then a member of the 
Hoase of Lords, did not vote 
against the Bifl as it passed 
through the Lords. The Second 
Reading of the BiD, after a two 
day debate in early June, was 
passed unopposed. However, 
when it came to the Third 
Reading, held on 20 July 1993, 
Lad|y Thatcher is not recorded 
as having voted, although some 
of her Eurosceptic pals such as 
Lord Tebbit and Lord Rees- 
Mogg did oppose the BUI. Itwas 
passed tty a majority of 141-29. 

During the debate on the 
Third Reading, Lady.Thatcber 
did indeed outline her objec- 


tions. She told the House that 
over the Single European Act 
“we got our fingers burnt Do 
not go back to that same fire 
with a much bigger treaty with 
many more powers and get 
both your aims and perhaps 
your head burnt as well". 

Her speech was clearly 
strongly against the Bill and she 
voted for an amendment which 
would have created a referen- 
dum on the treaty but which was 
heavily defeated. However, on 
the final vote, she was not in the 
chamber and there is no record 
in Hansard of Lady Thatcher 
voting on iL 

Lady Thatcher is in the 
middle of a round Britain tour 

the Conservatives ^^ishe^will 


continue until five days before 
the election when she flies to 
Hoog Kong. She launched the 
tour with a series of events in 
the South, including visits to a 
garden centre, a plastics facto- 
ry and a school and last night 
she was welcomed by enthusi- 
astic supporters at the en- 
dorsement meeting for John 
Marshall, in Finchley and Gold: 
ers Green, which has taken in 
her old seat of Finchley. 

A spokeswoman for- Lady 


Thatcher said yesterday, after 
checking the relevant Hansards, . 
“It was a slip of the tongue. \*fell 
spotted. Lady Thatcher did 
speak robustly on the debate on 
Maastricht but she did not vote 
against iL" The Lady is, at last, 
for turning. 



MEDIA WATCH 


business stars fell screen test 
as Labour reels out its video 


?> 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


When the Conservative Party 
held a press conference on 
Wednesday to give a preview of 
its first party election broadcast, 

its vast press centre at Conser- 
vative Central Office in Smith 
Square dwarfed the four jour- 
nalists who turned up. 

The same could not be said 
yesterday, when Labourispre- 
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iy Robinson, Sir Threncc, 

founder of HaWhir .inH Anilr. 


view was attended by six tunes 
as many reporters. The reason 


as many reporters. The reason 
was summed up by one who 
wanted to be there “when the 
next Jennifer’s Ear breaks”, re- 
ferring to Labour's 1992 broad- 
cast about tbe two-tier National 
Health Service that ended in a 
ddbScle about who the -real 
Jennifer was. 

All this attention Had quite an 
effect on Labour's chief spin- 
doctor, Peter Mandebon. When 
the Ma3 men asked for a tran- 
script of the broadcast be told 
them it had already been sent 
to Conservative Central. Of- 
fice, implying there would be no 

need for the journalists to do the 
Tories' bidding.. He also 


Labour of love: Anita Roddick appearing in the video 


continued hisspat with The Dai- record of business people cho- 
. ty Telegraph's political editor, sen by Labour to star in its 


George Jones. When Mr Jones broadcast last nigfat the question 
raised hssfaahd, Mr Mandelson was. dismissed, even though 
asked him what be wanted. In ■ one of the stars. Sir Terence 
November Mr Jcnes walked out Conran, was called a “medieval 


of a Labour press, conference af- 
ter being baited by Mr Mau- 
de Ison as a Conservative stooge. 

When the Ind&endent asked 
about the industrial-relations 


despot" by the. leader of the 
Manufacturing Science and fi- 


nance Union (MSF) last year. 
• The broadcast starred the 


.Granada chief executive, Ger- KTJSS 


founder of Habitat and Anita 
Roddick, of the Body Shop- 

“If you look at what Tony 
Blair has done in actually cre- 
ating New Labour, it is a phe- 
nomenal change," .said Mr 
Robinson, while the camera 
filmed him be ing interviewed on 
a television in one of his rental 
shops. “I have no doubt at all 
in having set out very dear ob- 
jectives for Labour m govern- 
ment that Tony Blair will also 
deliver that." 

Sir Terence -was in dispute 
with the Manufacturing Sci- 
ence and Finance Union (MSF) 
last year because, asehauman 
of the Design Museum in Lon- 
don, he refused to recognise it, 
even although n maj ority voted 
to negotiate terms of employ- 
ment through the MSF. / 

Roger Lyons, MSF secre- 
tary, said last yean "The Con- 
ran image is of a soft sofa in a 
shop window but the baish re- 
ality is of a medieval despot. 
There is a climate of fear... at 
the Design Museum which is ill 
at ease with the culture ofamu- 
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ngs of spin fight for total control 






At 8.17am yesterday, the T3rea- 
sxiiy minister Michael Jack was 
tackling tough questions on 
Radio pour’s Today programme' 
over his party's tax plans. 

Ten minutes later, journalists 
gathering for Labour's morning 
pTess conference were handed 
a primed statement from the 
shadow Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown. “This morning," it said, 
“Michael Jack, Theasuiy minis- 
ter, refused to say how the 
Conservatives would pay for 
their commitments." 

The speed of the reaction was 
not exceptional. In this election, 
more than ever before, swift re- 
buttal and tight control are the . 
key words of the parties’ media 
strategies. 

Special units run by both 
Labour and the Conservatives 
are there to ensure that no daim 
goes uncontradicted, no change 
of stance undetected, no op- 
portunity missed. 

And the strategy does not end 





Spin kings: Aiastair Campbell, Blair’s press secretary, making sure things go smoothly while, above left, Charlie Whelan signals time up 


er this week Mr Brown’s press 
officer, Charlie Whelan, was 
filmed giving increasingly fran- 
tic hand signals to his boss as an 


event over-ran: two fingers for 
two more questions, then one 
finger, then a throat-cutting 
motion. 

Spin doctors sit or stand at 
the back, pointing out the 
whereabouts of favoured jour- 
nalists and preparing to add 
their own briefings at the end. 
They help to ensure that the hi- 
erarchy of the press is main- 
tained: BBC or ITN with the 


first question, other broadcast- 
ers and broadsheet political 
editors next. Tabloids and cith- 
er assorted hacks take pot lock 
but usually find that Brian 
Mawhiimey is by far the most 
even-handed in his chairing of 
the Conservatives’ briefings. 

Even the least favoured jour- 
nalists do get to ask questions, 
though they do not always get 
answers. Peter Hitchens of the 


Express, who had clearly turned 
up at Labour’s briefing yester- 
day to cause trouble, protested 
that his question about Mr 
Blair’s choice of school for his 
children had not been met 
head-on. 

Mr Blair responded that he 
had been land in even taking the 
question, and added: “’Ey to 
contain yourself, otherwise we 
might not call you again." 


The number of politicians 
who speak at such meetings is 
strictly limited. 

The anchormen - and they 
are all meo - are usually Tbny 
Blair and Gordon Brown for 
Labour, with Robin Cook mak- 
ing the odd appearance, John 
Major and Brian Mawhinney 
for the Conservatives, with 
Michael Heseltine bringing up 
the rear. 


Labour seems to have a 
“statutory woman" policy: there 
is always one on the platform, 
but her main contribution is to 
read a prepared statement On 
one occasion Margaret Beckett 
appeared but did not say a 
word, and on another Ann Thy- 
lor’s statement was not read at 
all, but handed out afterwards. 
The Conservatives and Liberal 
Democrats are not so fastidious. 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


The aibstancc of the briefings 
is beginning to find a pattern. 

The Liberal Democrats, who 
kick off at Sam each day, try to 
set the tone with a statement on 
policy - education, crime and 
health so far this week. 

Labour always attack the 
lories but follow the agenda of 
the day while the Conservatives 
always attack Labour but the 
strategy varies. 


Party squabbles turn off women, say Lib-Dems 


Louise Jury 

Women voters are being turned 
off the general election by the 
endless inter-party squabbling, 
the Liberal Democrats claimed 
yesterday. 

Politicians risked alienating 
women into not voting at all if 
the debates failed to address the 
issues which mattered to them, 
the party said. 


Veteran campaigner Shirley 

Williams said rile was “deeply 

worried” that women appeared 
to be turned off fay the “cruel” 
and “adversarial” style of poli- 
tics displayed so far. 

On the doorsteps, they were 
keen to discuss policy, partial-, 
lariy education and the NHS. 
but that was not what was hap- 
pening emthe national stagb. ’ 
• Baroness 'Wntomssaid they 


were doing their best to be hon- 
est. “You can’t get better ser- 
vices without paying for them 
one way or another. It’s an in- 
escapable, difficult choice." 

- She pointed to what hap-, 
peoed in the America presi- 
dential trt highlig ht the 

importance of 'women’s votes. 

. BiH Qmton tod 18 per cent 
more support ’amoqg-wOTneaV 
than hisRbpubKcan opponent 


Bob Dole because the Democ- 
rats tod stressed the' issues 
which mattered to women — ed- 
ucation, health and the com- 
munity. 

Baroness Williams said: 
“Women won the election for 
Clinton." 

The difference between 
America and Britain lay In the 
Liberal Democrats' determi- 
nation not to neglect the large 


number of women in poverty. 
“[We] won’t pass by those men 
and women, but particularly 
women, who are badly paid 
and desperate to make ends 
meet who have been forgotten 
in this election." 

Lord Holme, thepariy's cam- 
paign manager, said the num- 
ber erf women among the “don’t 
knows" and uudeddeds was 
“extraordinarily high”. Nearly 


two-thirds of those yet to decide 
were women. 

“The danger is that some are 
so antagonised by the Punch 
and Judy show that they are not 
voting," he said. 

Aina Khan, a Muslim solici- 
tor and Lib-Dem candidate in 
Ilford South, said that when she 
was out canvassing, she was en- 
countering the problem of the 
head of the household dictating 


bow members of a family vot- 
ed, particularly amon® ethnic 
minorities in her constituency. 

“Nearly always the women 
will say, "My husband will want 
me' to vote Labour', and they 
have an instinct to vote Liber- 
al Democrat and they are al- 
most tom in loyalties." She 
said she stressed to them that 
nobody actually knew how any- 
one voted in a secret ballot. 


QUOTES 
OF THE 
DAY 


S The Tory lie machine 
j 1$ now moving up a 
gear, so It is vital 
that we move up a 
gear in our positive cam- 
paigning. The contract is 
the key to that - Tony Blair 

I did not know before the 
last election how long and 
how deep the recession 
would be. I said at the last 
election I did not intend to 
put up taxes, I had no plans 
to put up taxes, nor did I - 
John Major 

Yesterday, as the Prime 
Minister continued to claim 
that the tax burden has not 
risen, the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies confirmed what or- 
dinary British families al- 
ready knew to be the case: 
they are paying more - 
Margaret Beckett 

ft's not fair; we're not given 
a choice. No disrespect to 
Betty, but if she stays 
Speaker for a while, we'll 
never have another vote - 
Dorothy Spooner, con- 
stituent of Commons 
Speaker Betty Boo throyd. 
who is standing unopposed 

The degree of co-operation 
that there has been be- 
tween Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats Is specif- 
ically and exclusively on 
constitutional issues. On 
everything else we are up 
front competitors - Charles 
Kennedy 

Does Marlin Bell know that 
being shot down in Bosnia is 
as nothing compared to be- 
ing hunted down by the 
British press? - Neil Hamilton 

The evidence of wrong- 
doing endures and disqual- 
ifies Mr Hamilton as an 
appropriate person to be a 
Member of Parliament - 
Martin Belt 

"I have been a Labour sup- 
porter, a socialist, all my 
life. But what it comes 
down to is the issue of 
trust, and I believe the Lib- 
eral Democrats are more 
trustworthy now than 
Labour - Agony aunt 
Anna Raeburn ex- 
plaining why she will T 
be voting Lib Dem y 

Compiled by Sam Coates 


Powerful PC Manifesto 


"Suvoy undertaken by NOP Market Heuoarcft among 1^0 0 mod arty Betectsd bank customers. hitarviMva were conducted by tefephona between 20 Nov 1996 and 
12 Deo 1996. EngJrere must be aged IS or ovet In odor to safeguard oir customers, certain transactions may require written confirmation. Fkst Dked reserves tha right to 
doeftre to open an account for you. First Direct credit facWaa are subject to status. For written details of our services write to Rot Direct. Ftoepoot. Undo L998 2RF. 
Fimi Direct fe a division of Midland Bonk pic. Cate nay be monitored and/or recorded. LLOYDS Choqua Account delate are based on tha Ctosslc Accou nt Th a coats comprise 
fees of £8 per month. BARCLAYS Cheque Account details am based on tha Barciaya Bank Account The costs comprise fees at £5 par month. NAT WEST Cheque Account 
dabdhare based on (he Current Plus Account The costs comprise loos of £5 per month. All feet may vary In the future. Fkst Direct variable Interest rate for overdrafts up 
to £250 Is 12j6M EAR AH information based on authorised owitkafts of 5 days or more per month and correct at n March 1997. Afrntkr HSBC Cronp 
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At Galeway 2000, we believe that the best candidates will always 
win the day. That's why we're confident our impressive range of 
tailor-made PCs will win your nomination. 

■ UnfiJre ether manifestos you may have read 

'■ recently. Gateway 2000's fc concise and to 

pk the point We provide state-of-lbe-art 



and speed and delivered to your door. And we pledge 
that every Gateway 200CP PC represents the highest qttalky ; 

at great value for 

The whole family will vole for the P5-166 Multimedia, featuring a 
!66Mhz Inlet rentnnri" processor withMMX” technology, 32MB of 
SDRAM and a 15GB HIDE hart drive- it basts maximum power and 
speed, accelerating and a&ancmg al] year appScatkMK. It's also got a 
MitMimi 12-16 speed CD-ROM, a 2MB SGRAM graphics acedoator and 
a package of prHoaded Microsoft” software wfairtmc^ 

Office 97 Small Business Edition Has. . . .. 

An Gateway 2000 PCs are backed up with award-wnmn g service and 
omnait. including free telephone technical support on all hardware and 
software for as tong as : you ora your PC, 

2000 warranties. . - _■ . ■ 

TTrGateway 2000 fcaty. Whaawrycwrpaa^^^ 

compiling wluww.^ at U*i rfcN prices. i^.tw.GneBsatafl. 


■ Intel K>6MHz Pentium® Processor with MMX~ technology 
.■3ZMB High Perionnance SDRAM 

■ 256K Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 3-5" L44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ MteomlB-lfiX (min-max) CD-ROM 

„ ■ Western DfeaaT Z5GB E1DE Had Drive 

■ Integrated Creative Labs Sound Card with Altec® Lansing 
: * . ACS4I Speakm, ACS2S1 Sub-woofer 

Integrated AH GT 3D 2MB SGRAM Gnphks Accelerator 

■ EttroVto33JSKfi«/Data/VD^ 

» -IT CryjtalScao" Monitor* 

ATX Tower Case 

■ Microsoft* Windows* 95 125 AnyKey** Keyboard 

: ■ MS* Windows 95, MS InteUimoose 

■ MS Officer Small Business Edition Pins 
' ■ Interna Software Bundle 

■ Software Pack Enhanced for MMX technology 

■ 3 Year limited Warranty 

£1499 (£1795.40 me. VAT & Delivery) 

MS Office Professional 97 Upgrade. Call for details. 

Caflour Foendly Saks Team now or call in to the 
Gateway 2000 Showroom, 10 Bedford Street, 
Covent Garden. London WC2E 9ETE. You’ll be 
glad you did! 

SbowrootaHoursofBDsmess: 

1230pm- 630 pmTfoodays 
930 am - 630 pm Ibesday - Friday 
10.00 am -4.00 pm Satmriays 
CtosedSiiadayatiidBank Holidays 



Banking with First Direct is free because we do not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even if you're overdrawn. And ail our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft up to 
£250 - also free of any fees. So compared to other 
high street bank accounts you're better off with First 
Direct from day one. We're a member of the HSBC 
Group which is one of the largest banking and financial 
services organisations in the world, and in the course 
of a year you'll find we offer more cost effective current 
account banking. And the service we provide means 
you benefit In many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 



' Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 


Personal and professional service 


Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have all 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs.. And when yod require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
First Direct Card. This allows you to 
withdraw up to £500 a day from over 
11,500 cash machines around the UK, 
including those of Midland. It also 
guarantees cheques for £100 and 
includes the Switch payment facility. 


Our service Includes a free bill payment service. Simply call, tell us 
who to pay, how much and when, and we do It This means you can 
arrange to pay your bills at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise it 


A full banking service with more benefits 


As well as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
insuranceservicescosteffectivefybytalaphone.Tfckesaving;ourrat9s 
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account So your money is always working hard without the need for 
you to do the same. 


c 


Annual current account charges 




Lloyds Classic 


NatWest Current Plus - 


Barclays Bank Account 


First Direct Cheque Account 


If you're paying more are you with the right bank? 

© 0800 24 24 24 
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pentium* 


ilf We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - 87% * of ours' have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we make it easy. Easy to open a First Direct account, then easy 




Or Trite 

| Surname 

I ForanameO) 



UK Address 


co 








to arrange foryour salary to be paid in and easy tor all your standing | posta^i — II — j| — jr~l[ ]j ' ']]' "If I s 

orders and direct debits to be tra n sferred to your account. And It's ■ L — II — II — I LJL-Jj — II — II — I ^ I 

easy (and free) to find out mom right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 ^ Telephone No f~]| j[ || |j || j| |j [j || jf j 1 
or complete the coupon, # 
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Chelsea’s 
charmer 
bides his 
time for 
the canter 
to victory 

Kim Sengupta front of me a brilliant new pen- 

sion plan which in 20 years ..." 
Alan Clark was ai a pensioned A voice at the back cut in, “we 
forum in his new constituency will all be try again 
of Kensington and Chelsea. He A few minutes later, he did. 
began his address; “I have in Some of those present were ex- 
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Waiting game: Alan and Clark and his wife, Jane, join members of Kensington & Chelsea Conservative AssocteBon outside the town had yestsrdqy 


periendng difficulties with ris- 
ing rents. One asked if Clark 
was aware of the problem in the 
area between landlords and 
tenants. Hie custodian of the 
14th Century Saltwood Castle 


and its rolling acres responded: 
“Yes, I understand landlords 
have a lot of problems ... * 

It is a mark of the celebrat- 
ed old diarist and rou£*s con- 
tinuing charm that most of the 


audience at Kensington town 
hall did not think too badly of 
him. One elderly woman said: 
“Ah well, he is new around here, 
and he means welL He wiS 
know more abont local issues 


when he gets to know the area 
better.’' -• - 
Some say Mf Clark is taking 
' domg that. He Knot ex- 
mpeog the streets in fee 
io the election, or at- 
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Once again the BBC Top Gear/ 
JD Power survey speaks volumes. 


No for guo^Ng 

which car came top in the BBC Top Genr.JD Power and Associates 1997 UK 
Customer Satisfaction Study. Drivers of ail the leading makes were asked 
questions covering vehicle performance, number of prooiems experienced one 

ourth year running, the wc ri d - o e ?. t i n g Toyo Corona 
ist satisfying car by the most important judges o' a! : 
sinner up was the stuncm-c T o/ota Ceiicn To ouote 


questions 

covering vein 

customer 

core. And. for 

was rated 

the UK's sing: 

-- the can 

owners. And 

from too 

report "Vehic 

report fe wer problems < 

then, that 

they voted 1 



t c n dmg too many meetings. 
He took off to Scotland over 
Easter, and his next public 
walkabout? “Well it could be 
next Wednesday, or perhaps the 

Wednesday after that,” said 

Babaza Lord, his agent. 

Yesterday, he was apparent- 
ly c on centrating on his evening 
adoption meeting at Chelsea 
town bah - from Saltwood, in 
Kent. He has not bothered 
overmuch with the local papers 
either, sending afl three of them 
copies of the one letter. 

It could alt of course, be a 
misunder standing - like his 
stan din g up to the military top 
■tpassat lunchtime on Tuesday. 
Or perhaps If one has inherit- 
ed one oxthe safest Tbiy seats 
m the country, there is no need 
M try too hard. 

Kensington and Chelsea is 
true bine through and through. 
Xfee Hdw constituency was cre- 
ated by w wfli ng Sir Nicholas 
Scott’s Chelsea with Dudley 
Fishbum’s Kensington. Most of 
thcXabOar war d s we re hived off 

h^^^s^ional majori- 


899. Lahourd^uld need a swing 
of 26per cent to win. Although 
a cecept Lomtoti Evening Stan- 
danf pofi forthe capital pul 
Lafcpftr 32 pcunis.afaead, even 
the most diehard Opposition ac- 
tivist would acknowledge that 
this is one Tbzy fortress which 
will not be breached. 

On Sunday, Mr Clark wpl be 
69 years old. His predecessor. 
Sir Nicholas Scott, who fell 
from grace after falling down in 
the street following a party, was 
five years younger. The wounds 
caused during that lingering 
political death and the subse- 
quent fight for succession still 
have not fully healed- Mrs Lord, 
who used to be Sir Nicholas’s 
agent said: “It was a terrible 
time and it did the party an aw- 
ful lot of harm. I think a lot of 
people behaved very hypocrit- 
ically towards Nick Scott.” 

Asked about Mr Clark, Mrs 
Lord says all the right public, 
supportive things (with the pro- 
viso “don’t forget I have to keep 
my job at the end of this”) and 


adds: “Even if people were sur- A 
prised that Mr Clark came tor 
this scat, the result pro ves be 
was right. Ofcourschewfflwm, 

even if there is a large swing na- % 
ticmally against the party, we 
cannot lose this.” 

Mr Clark described his last ; y. 
Conservative association, Hy- U 
mouth Sutton, as "boring, pet- .■>; 
ty, malign, clumsy, comp- = : 
iratorial, and paroduaf*. Hens •*•/. 
made no secret of his antipathy - 
tor constituency work. 

At his selection meeting tor 
Kensington and Chelsea he 
said, according to someone 
who was present: “If you choree •. 
me I shall be grateful to you tor 
the rest of my life." 

Now he says: “I am not tak- 
ing anything for granted, I shall -? 
fight hard for people here. Pfio- 
pk arc so nk» to me. They cross . ^ 
the road and wind thcirwinfkw* 
down in traffic jams. I uadi, Jg 
tremely fortunate to have bean » jn 
chosen." v ' m 

Robert Atkinson, 43, wfiok 
the Labour candidate and 
leader ofthc Opposition In the - 
council said: “Tnc more Alan 
Dark opens his mouth, tha - - 
more votes 1 shall get. I could 
not believe what he said at that 
pensioners' meeting about rests 
and landlords. 

“I have been challenging him U 
for debates in public meetings, f; 
but he kept on trying to dock K 
out. At one stage he said he K 
would debate with me whoa 
Blair debates Major. I could A 
only respond by making the 1< 
chicken noise. Now he has , ,d 
agreed to a debate, but says hc-TJjl 
cannot find the time in his di*.’ 
ary. I don't know what he does 
with his time, his own people 
don’t seem to know. He cer- 
tainly does not spend it around 
here." 

At World's End, next to one . ! 
of the very few Labour enjx, 
claves in the borough. TbnyJftf 
Smithers, who says he is “old . 1] 
Labour” said; “This is a selfish j 

area, and Alan Ckuk should get J 

on very well here. Have I seen 
him? I think you have more . 
c h ance of seeing Lord Lucan 
riding Sbergar down the King’s 
Road than seeing him here. ■ . 
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THE CAR IN FRONT IS A (~t> TOYOTA... AGAIN 


AROUND THE REGIONS 


Personality key 
to Isles’ clash 

Hit ^betlanb Hunts 


While election battles over 
sleaze and policy changes rage 
in the rest of Britain, or at least 
that part of it represented in 
the national media, Shetland 
has been mercifully free of in- 
dignant Ibiy wives and head- 
less chickens. In this, as in so 

many other things, it is not like 

the rest of the country. 

A majority of just over 5.000 
would not usually be considered 
a safe one. But in Britain’s most 
northerly constituency, Orkney 
and Shetland, it is different. 

. In 1992, with an electorate 
of just under 32,000, such a ma- 

inntu m Mnf T r\. 


Other ssues 'Much matter to 
Shetlanders range from health 
and education to transport, 
which has burgeoned in im- 
portance over the past year. 

Many islanders 'have been, 
alarmed by what they see as a 
steady erosion of air transport 
to and from the isles. Twelve 
months ago, three companies 
ran services to the islands. 
Now there is tost one, which is 
foe subject of complaints about 
delays and high prices. 

Indeed, Conservative can- 
didate Hope Anderson found 
he could only get around trip 



u.uiw. luwuumujiMVK Deen a 

Liberal Democrat stronghold 
since 1950, ^ 

Despite their geographical 
proximity, Orkney and Shet- 
land arc quite different. 
Orkney is green, flat and agri- 
cultural. Shetland, although 

made ridi ly the oil boom, is 

hlrilf nn fi dimer anil .L. 


Party. And last week Francs 

Adamson unexpectedly con- 
firmed he wouhTstend for the 
Referendum Raw. 1 f 

Mazy Shetlanders vote ca- 
personalityra*ertitoapofick4 
and seem to feet that Mr Wal 
lace has earned he spurs as j 
hardworking constituency Ml 
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^ WOa ^ m nsent the Blands effectively 

Stealing fee political head- “Better the devil you know’ 

^ Rock seems to be the feel&g. 
the vote ca mpaign , quidc off 

the matkmtiyingto get young Dnm'- 

people to use their influence. . TheShetfwid 
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Saddam. 
' 3QQ people 
died ’when 
it foiled 
... and 
next week 
begets 
promoted. 

Patrick 

Cockbum 

reports 
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I n five days George J Timet, Deputy 
Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, will appear before the Sen- 
ate Intelligence Committee in Wash- 
ington to be confirmed as Director 
of the agency, which has thousands of em- 
ployees and an annual budget of $30bn 
(£18bn). 

Mr Tenet, 44, an affable former Senate 
staffer, is expected to survive the hearings 
with ease, which is surprising, since he- 
presided last year over one of the most dis- 
astrous operations in fee history ofthe CIA. ‘ 

It took place in Iraq and by the time it 
ended last September sane 300 ftaqps, most 
of them in the pay of the CIA and some 
at the hands of those who were, were dead. 

They died because of a failed CIA plan to 
foment a military coup against Saddam 
Hussein, the Iraqi leader, whom it believed 
was weakened by dissent within his own ... 
family, lb carry out its planthe CIA used ififl; wherehe.’ 
an Iraqi opposition groi^ the Iraqi Nan - forlOyears.'nns 
tionalAccc^(INA), which daimed to have director of the 
many supporters in the Iraqi anny and in- mittoe, before t 
telligence services. gence at the Nal 

But President Saddam struck last June; When .Mr Be 

before the coup was launched. His securi- CIAas Deputy I 
y forces arrested hundreds of officers, maiy 1995 hehad ail i 
\ ofwhom were executed, or died under tor- civil servant Bm 
tore. TWo months later the Iraqi leader sent the treacherous 
his tanks into Iraqi Kurdistan, rolling up a It seemed a ge 
vast CIA network established after the end attack on Pres 
of the Gulf- war. months of Mr E 

Iraqi intelligence was triumphant As ' mg over the CL 
CIA operatives were evacuated to Guam, sons-in-law, LtG 
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KT>i>m Th<- h.h-ii?* 


the CIA officer in charge of the INA op- 
eration in Amman, the Jordanian capital, 


T Ht BEGtOftS 

lality b 
iv cla* 


mittoe, before becoming head of iatdli- 
gence at the National Security CounciL- • 

■■When .Mr Deirteh brought hnn to the 
CXA as Deputy Director fn the summered 
1995 hehad all the skills of a .WMririgtwi' 
dvfl servant But fhesowereqflittle use in 
the treacherous woridof Iraqi politics. 

It seemed a good moment to renew the 
attack on President Saddant Within 
months of Mr Deutcti and Mr Tfenei tak- 
ing over the CIA, the XraqHeader’s two 
sons-in-law, Lt Gen Hessen! Kamil and Col 
faddarh Kamil, fled to Jordan. In Amman ' 
they denounced their father-in-law and said 
they had escaped because, they feared: 
Uday, the President’s murderous elder son. 

King Hussein, once closely allied to the 
Iraqi leader, turned on Ids old Mend in 

Baghdad. Kamran Kafadag hi, an Traqj rrwrv- 


con^- was riddled with 


^£conr-the' ruling 61ite. 
‘tion groups smd it- 

xagi government spies. . 


•'ij h k v». 
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erarion in Amman, the Jordanian capital, they denounced their fathex-m-Iaw and said bombers. But one - opposition member 
received a’ telephone call from Baghdad they had escaped because, they feared: said: “I estimate that more than 100 dvO- 
ftom a man who asked for him by name. Uday, the President's murderous elder son. ians have been killed by the bombs in Bagb- 
In the conversation which followed, ac- King Hussein, once closely allied to the dad in the last three or four years.” 

rrvriftntT to a W ashingto n source familiar Iraqi leader, turned on Ids old Mend in . Surprisingly, a great deal is known about 

with the intelligence world, Lhe caller, pre- Baghdad. KamranKaradagft an Iracpccan- the details erf the INAs bombing campaign, 
sumably an Iraqi security officer. This is because in eariy 1996 Abu 

display ed an extensive know!- . Amneh al-Kha riami , their chief 

edge of the CLAS plan for a coup - ^ nr * <* j -» i bomb-maker, sat down in front 

in Iraq and the names of those fe OltlCerS WGTe tOUZKl ready aild of a video camera in his office in 
involved. He concluded by sug- . 1V „ 4 .^ ^^^^ofSuiaymaoiyah, 

gesting the CTApackits bags and Wllilllg IX) CEITy OUt 106 t3$k tff .to complaio that bis superior of- 

go back to Langley, its head- . ■*-* • j ttl ' ficethadkepthimdjortofmon- 

quanere outside Washington. OVeTlJirOWlIlg JyT eSIdeilt J±USS61±L <g?nd supplies and was working 

HnSSn°tedbS the TVipir duuiipion, on the seventh Abu Amneh sen r copies of his 

iSwait 01 .^t floor of of the CIA headquarliers at 

r d bwS C ^n Langley, WaS George TeSiet9 .. Shed exrerpts.^ Amneh was 

John Deutch. fonnerly the ' . • v ’ ' : ' \ verymudhaguuforhire^Atone 

ctenutv' Defense Secretary, be- . * moment he oomplams: “Wi Wew 

came Director of the CIA; up a car and we were supposed 

the wake of the surroundiiig mentatojr, says: ‘The CIA cbnvinfcd King to get $2,000, but Adnan [his command- 

® ^ a . ■ ■ ■ « a « w_ ‘a! — _ . YTviitpnvvt, #ket. ohrnilH Anfv tiimiAri tko> . mir 


Their champion, on fhe seventh 


. TherewereotherflawsintheClAspro- 
t 6 g 6 . For several years the National Accord 
had been seudfing bombs to-Ba^^^nd 
other Iraqi cities fromits bases in hfe®nir- 
distniL The aim waste show the IN^&for- 
eign financ^l backers that the organisation 
had a long reach. One boiribwerit off in a 
craeraa. Another, according to ^ Iraqi of- 
ficial press, exploded m 1994 outside the 
office of at-Jumhuriyya newspaper; killing 
a child -and injuring 13 people. 

Iraq issued no figures for the total num- 
ber of Iraqis kffled and wounded by the INA 
bombers. But one opposition member 
said- “I estimate that more than 100 civil- 
ians have been IriDed by toe bombs in Bagfa- 
dad in the last three or four years.” 

Surprisingly, a great deal is known about 
toe details of toe INAs bombing campaign. 

This is because in early 1996 Abu 
mm . Amneh al-Khadami, their chief 
_ bomb-maker, sat down in front 
5ynn of a video camera in his office in 

’ the l&mfKsh dty of Snfaymamyah, 

■' f>r ' ‘ . to complain that bis superior of- 
. i' ficer had kept him rirort of mon- 

eyarid supplies and was working 
• -with Iraqi mtepigence. 

T Tn Abu Amneh sent copies of his 


>^fc2Bgd^che 
oal aid to ns. 

Abu Amneh’s obsession, apart from 
money, is toat the INA was full at Iraqi gov- 
-er rim ent agents. His suspicions were soon 
to beboriiouL But in the eariy months of 
. 1996, basking in toe support of King Hus- 
sein and the QA in his new headquarters 
in Amman,- Mr Alawi, the INA leader, was 

• rising should have at its very centre the 
aimed forces,” he told the Washmgton Post 
in a interview published cn 23 June last year. 
“Wc don't preach civil war. On the contrary, 
we preach controlled, co-ordinated mihtaiy 
uprising, supported by the people, that 




vactsofre- 
VA$**>* 


vragerzntfch 

The exact date of the article is impor- 
tant, because the INA later claimed toe ar- 
ticle's revelations about its CIA aipport led 
to a pre-emptive strike by President Sad- 
dam-before they could launch their coup. 

In fact, the Iraqi leader appears to have 
known their every move. In one statement 
toe INA later admitted he had started to 
arrest suspected officers on 20 June, even 
before Dr Alawi boasted of his planned 
coop. As the purge in Baghdad gathered 
pace INA communiques acquired a pan- 
icky note. They report that Qusai, Saddam 
Hussein’s second son, was heading a spe- 
cial committee in charge of interrogations 


and that two officeis have already died un- 
der torture. Another 100 army officeis were 
under arrest, facing death or im p risonment 

There was worse to come. One Iraqi 
commentator believes that the ease with 
which Saddam Hussein crushed the im- 
pending coup in June gave him the confi- 
dence to send his tanks into Iraqi Kurdistan 
in September for the first time since 1991. 
He captured the Kurdish capital, ArbiL The 
QA was caught by surprise. It failed to warn 
toe Iraqi National Congress pNCL another 
opposition group backed by the CIA, of the 
Iraqi advance. “We believe we lost 100 peo- 
ple killed at Qushteppe [in the front line],” 
says Ghanim Jawaa, a veteran of toe INC 
“Another 19 people were executed in one 
of our offices in ArbD.” 

For the militants of the INA and the INC 
there was no alternative but flight from Kur- 
distan. Almost hysterica] with fear and 
clutching their sub-machine guns they 
waited in Salahudin for their evacuation. 
CIA officeis who bad helped organise them 
were said to have already fled. In Jordan 
King Hussein has today returned to more 
friendly relations with Iraq. 

A total of 300 Iraqis may have died in 
the CIA-backed bomb attacks on Baghdad, 
the failed coup and toe massacres in Kur- 
distan. John Deutch is said to feel that the 
strength ofthe INA was misrepresented to 
him. He resigned as CIA Director after Mr 
Clinton refused to make him Defense Sec- 
retary. As he stepped down, Mr Deutch 
gave a ringing endorsement to George 
Tenet, who, with him, shares the respon- 
sibility for last year's d&bdcle. 


but Adnan [ 

— <•» Ann 


' member of toe agency, as a Russian spy, 
the agency was deqierate; for a success. 
Afterthe dissolution of the Soviet Union, 
. toe only target in the world whose elinn- 
tSoi.kf help rebuad its reputation was 

Saddam Hussein. • 

The QA normally refoses £ comment 

-ttsS^aSSS 

• his plans to overthrow President Saddam 

. “ . .i . nf eiirmK as low. 


other officers were founa anuwm- 


Iraqi National Accord." TlmSSCwssal- 
lowed to set up its own lavishly-equipped 
headquarters at Amman. ' " 

In January 1996. accorttibig to US press 

reportsnever denied by toe Adfamisfiatian, 
President Bin Clinton cove rdy artoraised 
S 6 m in aid for thelNA. A samflarto-^eatear 
amount of money was given bySatadi Ara- 
bia and other Arab states. A meeting of 
American, British, Jordanian and Saudi 
intelligence officers id Saudi Arabia, also 
in January, decided that toe INA was a suit- 
able vehicle through wind) to recruit Iraqi 
officers willing to overthrow Saddanu: 

Perhaps only intelligence officers would 
.have thought the INA reafly. stood a 
chance agamst the Iraqi leader. 

The INA was set- up hr 1990 bylyad Mo- 
hammed Alawi, once a member or the rul- 
ing Iraqi Baatfa party wbo fled to London 

in 1971- It sought to attract Iraqi army and 


- He gripes at the lack of bomb-making 
eqppment. At a supply dump meant to con- 
tain 2 , 000 kg' of explosives, he had re- 
ceived only 50kg, toe man in charge saying 
toe rest had been stolen. He says: “I bad 
to buy clocks from toe soukh [market] and 
turn them into timers,” 

There are frequent re f erences to Amer- 
ican invotvemeuL Abu Amneh says he was 
recruited by. an INA official wbo got him 
' released from prison - he had apparently 
Med to kill a fnember of another opposi- 
tion party — m Salahudm, the headquarters 
of the iuzrdistan Democratic Party- He 
quotes the official as saying: “I made the 
American m ’Afeshington telephone Mas 1 
sond Barzani [the Kurdish leader] to say 
TLetAhu Amneh out of prison.”’ ■ 

There b sane evidence that toe CIA was 
nervous about the bombing campaign. At 
onenfomehthdsaystoe'US thought he was 


National Abortion Campaign 


Speak Out 
On Abortion 


Come along to show your support for a 
woman’s right to choose and hear women 
recount their abortion experiences. 

1 - 4pm, Saturday 12th April 1997 

Institute of Education, Bedford Way, WC1 

. (Russell Square Tube station) 

Keynote Speakers: Suzanne Moore and 
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown 
Supporters: Victoria Wood, Judi Dench, 

Emma Thompson, Sue Cook, Kathy Burke 

NAC, 18 Ashwin Street, London E8 3DL 0171 923 4976 



Operation overthrow: The countdo^^^ 


1990 Saddarn Hussein invades 
Kuwait. CIA starts to gwe support to 
teaqi opposition groups. - - 

tom After Gulf war and Kurdisfuiprfe- 

hteforee northern prov^mnff. 
Iraqi Kurdistan, The Vj®? me 
t^ClA-backed dissidents. 

1994-96. The Iraqi Nation^ tecati ■ 
apggges in bombing campaign - 


against civilian targets in Baghdad ... 
Jandt^ttier Iraqi cities. ; • ; . - 

■ 1995 ^din Deutch, former US Depuly 
Defence Secr^ary, confirmed as direo- 
tck'ofOA. Qxrrrtttedto™ 

Saddarri Hussefo. Bringsvvflhhim 
George J lenet as deputy directa. In 
August LI Gen Hussein j Kernel. Saddam 
. Hussein's son-in-law. ffees to Jordan; . 
-CIA pe^atides-Khg HusseiritoaHaw- 
JNA toset up headquartasin Amman. ... 
... ■ ' 

1996 In January PresideritClfnton . 


gives $6m in aid to INA. Aim is to fo- 
ment tniiitarycoup against Iraqi . 
leader, (n Juna:Saddam Hussein . 
strikes first. As many^s 80 officers 
mayhawe been executed or died un- ; 
1 der torture. Irf August Iraqi, tanks inter- 
vene iri Kurdish civil war, catching and 
. kilfing 120 members of CLAbacked . 1 . 
dissident groufi. . . - . . . 

1997 John Deutch steps down from • 
CIA where he is Gke!y to be replaced., 
by the director^designate, George ; - 
Tenet, next week. 
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Berlin court exposes Tehran’s terrorism 


■«lks bo 




Anti-Tehran protesters in 
Berlin yesterday Reuters 


for the first time in a Western 
judicial system, Iran's leaders 

were held directly responsible for 

international tenurian yesterday 
when a Ger man court ruled 
that they had ordered the mur- 
ders (rf three Iranian Kurdish op- 
position activists in Berlin. The 
judgment immediately plunged 
Ger m an and European Union 
relations with Iran Into crisis. 
Ger man and Iranian ambas- 
sadors were recalled from each 
other's countries, then the EU 
issued a statement from The 
Hague inviting member states to 
withdraw their ambassadors 

from Tehran. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
government also expelled four 


Ambassadors recalled as Iranian hit squad found guilty, writes Tony Barber 

JiVIrniHt. fnr Civml rWrahnna" one alert nnnKralM^ ho rhp miiil latnr dint dead when Q. DC8I1 Union COUntTieshfid de 


unnamed Iranian diplomats 
from Germany. Officials said 

Germany was ending its “critical 
dialogue" with Iran -a polity that 
stressed cautious co-operation 
rather than confrontation - for 
the foreseeable future. 

Iran’s foreign ministry re- 
jected the Berlin court’s ruling 
as inspired by “‘counter-revolu- 
tionary elements” and “hostile 
Zionist propaganda”. However, 
I ranian opposition leaders in ex- 
ile hailed the judgment as a dev- 
astating blow to the Iranian 
government’s reputation. 

The court said that a “Com- 


mittee for Special Operations” 
in Tehran bad approved the 
September 1992 JdHings at a 
Greek restaurant in Berlin. 
Crucially, it declared that the 
committee’s members included 
Iran's president and paramount 
spiritual leader. 

Although the court avoided 
naming names, it was unmis- 
takably pointing an accusing fin- 
ger at President Ali Akbar 


Hashemi Rafeanjani and Aya- 
tollah Ali KhameinL Iran’s in- 


telligence chief; Ali Fallahiyan, 
for whom German prosecutors 
have issued an arrest warrant. 


was also implicated by the court 
in the murders. 

Judge Frithjof Kubsch im- 
posed life sentences on Kazem 
Daiabi, an Iranian living in 
Beilin, and Abbas Rhayd. a 
Lebanese, for what the prose- 
cution argued were cold-blood- 
ed contract killings- Two other 
Lebanese men, roussef Amin 
and Mohamed Airis, were 
jailed for 1 1 years, and five years 
and three months respectively. 

Sadegh Sharafkanai, the ex- 
iled leader of the Iranian De- 
mocratic Party of Knnfiscan, two 
other party activists and a trans- 


lator were shot dead when a 
m asked hit squad opened fire 

with automatic weapons at the 
Mykonos restaurant in Berlin. 
**TTtt Iranian political leadership 

ordered thbaime," Judge Kub- 
sch said. 


view, passionately new oy me 
United States, that Iran's Is- 
lamic leaders have long been 
sponsors of international ter- 
rorism. The US State Depart- 
ment was quick yesterday to 
praise die court’s judgment as 
coura geo us and objectively fair. 

Germany and other Euro- 


pean Union countries had de- 

fended their "critical dialogue 

with Iran on the grounds that US 
allegations of Iranian state ter- 
rorism rested cm uncertain ev- 
idence. Germany has an miens* ■ 

moot felling out completely with 
Iran because it is Iran’s hugest 
Western trading partner. 

' EU foreign ministers are to 

meet in Brussels on 2» April and 

could impose economic sanc- 
tions on Iran. However, Ac 

diplomatic expulsions sa fest 
that Germany places a higher 
priority on evicting alleged 
undercover intelligence agents 


from the Iranian embassy in 
Bonn, which is believed to serve 
as Tehran's European head- 
quarters for espionage and op- 
erations against Iranian 
opposition movements 

Despite the row. both Ac 
German government and the 
opposition Social Democrats 
want to avoid a full break in 
dmtomatic relations with Iron. 
Likewise. Iran's leaders valut-£ 
their ties with Germany and w * 
may limit their protests at the 
court’s judgment. 

The avatotfeh indicated his de- 
sire to limit i he damage laic last 
year, when he told Iranians Ibat 
the US and Israel nut Germany, 
were Iran's hqgcsr enemies. 
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Navy hauls 
down White 


A ? 


Ensign for 
the last time 


wm Jk ( Hong Kong 
S®/ v . J handover II 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Britain's last remaining naval 
base east of Gibraltar wfl] finally 
be de-commissioned today 
when Ae First Sea Lord Ad- 
miral Sir Jock Slater presides 
over Ae hauling down of Ae 
While Ensign for Ae last time 
in Hong Kong. 

The confusmgiy named HMS 
Tamar base is now confined to 
part of Stonecutters Island, 
which has been transformed 
into a splendid new base for Ae 
incoming Chinese navy and, 
Aanks to land reclamation, is 
no longer an island. 

It was the Navy which seized 


Hong Kong for Britain and a 
naval captain. Sir Edward 


naval captain. Sir Edward 
Belcher, who first raised Ae 


Union flag on Hong Kong’s soil 
on 24 January 1841. “Our naval 
forbears were quite clever”, 
says Lieutenant Co mman der 
Cliff Squibb. HMS Tamar's last 
commander. Fighting off pres- 
sure from Ae colonial govern- 
ment and Ae Army. Ae Navy 
tenaciously dung on to its dock 
and headquarters rite right in 
Ae heart of town, occupying 
what must be Ae world’s most 
expensive piece of real estate to 
be used as a naval base. 

“The Navy has always been 
in Central [Ae name given to 
Ae financial district], we con- 
sider it our patch” says Com- 
modore Peter Melson, whose 
book White Ensign - Red Drag* 
on. a history of Ae Navy's pres- 
ence in Hong Kong, was 
published yesterday. 



Thu final chapter: Former 
workers at the HMS Tamar 
naval base reading 'White 
Ensign - Red Dragon* a 
history of the Navy’s 
presence in Hong Kong, 
on Ae day of publication. 

The base, dating back to , 
Victorian times, will soon*, 
be used again by th«T 
Chinese 

Photogaph: Reuter 





ratings as Side Party Jenny, 
because she and a rednuhtabfe 


The base started life as a 
dockyard. HMS Tamar, which 
gave the base its name, was built 
in 1863 and was tied up along- 
side Ae dockyard and deployed 
as Ae naval headquarters. 
Tamar was scuttled in 1941, 


in order to prevent ft from be- 
ing of use to Ae Japanese oc- 
cupation forces. 

By Ae time Ae Japanese in- 
vaded Britain had rawed all but 
two of Ae Hong Kong-based 
naval vessels A Aeatres of war 


Unique wrap around design 
provides 40% more protection 
Aon other sunglasses. 


Wear alone, with contacts 
or over regular glasses. 



which were considered to be 
more important 

As Britain steadily withdrew 
its forces from East of Suez, the 
garrison, which numbered 
some 30,000 troops in Ae 1960s, 
was reduced in size. 

The dockyard was dosed in 
1959, after which the base 
ceased to perform a regional 
role and concentrated on Ae 
defence of Hong Koog. 


The rise of piracy in Ae 
SouA China Sea (which had 
been a pestilence when Ae 
base was established) and grow- 
ing problems with the sm ugglin g 
of goods and Ae organised 
smugging of illegal immigrants 
from China, have made Ae 
Navy’s last years anything but 
quiet ones. - 

The naval presence is now re- 
duced to three patrol vessels. 


which will be sold to the Philip- 
pines, and, as from next week. 


pines, and, as from next week, 
onJy &5 naval personnel, which 
win be whittled down to 65 just 
before Hong Kong is handed 
bade to Chirk on 1 July. 

It is a far cry from the days 
when Victoria Harbour bristled 
wiA British fighting ships, 
which virtually controlled 
China's souAera coastline in 
Ae 19A century. 


because she and a redoubtable 
band of women colleagues 
were employed clambering 
around Ae sides of ships paint- 
ing and polishing them. 

Her succinct verdict on Ae 
state of Ae Navy is that the old- 
er ships were nicer but that Ac- 
new ones arc tidier and easier 
to clean. 

“When I decommission 
Thmar". says Sir Jock, "in one 
sense it's vciy sad, but at the 
same time I regard it as Ae start 
of a new era". He points out that 
Ae modem Nan- is far more 
self-sufficient, and no longer 
requires fixed land bases. 

He hopes China will allow 
Britain to make naval visits to 
its old home in Hong Kong, 
Aough it is hard to believe the 
outgoing colonial power will be 
top of the visitors' list. 
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1 SAVE YOU _ 
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NO CHANGE/ 
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Dark grey, wife optical auality lenses, 
k SolarShields are scratch ana impact resistant, 
making them ideal for sport as well os 
sunbathing. With fee polarised option 
featured above, glare from 
reflective surfaces such as snow or 
water is eliminated. Designed to 
MBtm fit all sizes, you can even wear 
these aver your ordinary 
glasses saving you £££'s on 
JET" ; ... ... prescription sunglasses. 
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Postal da 



Missing Israeli soldier 
found dead 


An Israeli soldier who disappeared last year was found dead 
yesterday in a Palestinian village in Ae West Bank, the 
Israeli army said, adding- Aat a cell of the Islamic militant 
Hamas was responsible for Ae soldier’s death. 


post near his army base in central Israel. AP- Jerusalem 

Albanian poll set for June 

Sali Berisha, Ae Albanian President, was quoted as saying 
that parliamentary elections in Ae crisis-torn Balkan state 
would go ahead, as planned, in June. “But,” he told Ae 
Austrian daily Die Fresse, ”. .. there is no real progress 
because Ae {rebel] committees are still functioning." 

A small advance unit of Italian troops will arrive in Ae 
port of Durres today to pave Ae way far the deployment 
of a multinational security force in Albania, Ae Italian 

news agency Ansa reported. . Reuters - Vienna 


Denmark criticises China 


Denmark formally presented Ae United Nations Homan . . 
Rights Commission wiA a 'Western-backed resolution 
criticising China’s rights record. The' Danish delegation 
head, Tyge Lehmann, submitted a draft text co-sponsored . 
by the United States and by 13 other countries, including 
10 European Union member states. Reuters - Geneva . 


Banana faces gay lawsuit 


The former Zimbabwean president, Canaan Banana, has 
been sued for ZS13 milli on (£7,000) in damages by an 
ex-police aide who accuses trim of raping and forcing him 
into a homosexual relationship. Byron nave, Ae lawyer 
acting for former police inspector Jefta Dube, confirmed 
he had filed a civil lawsuit on 25 March. Reuters - Harare 


Renewing your 
home insurance in 
April or May? 


If yon are 50 or 
over, just see 
how mnch yon 
could save with 
Saga - call us 
NOW 
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As well as British servicemen. 

Ae naval base gave rise to gen- 
erations of Chinese staff being 
introduced to the mysteries of 
English naval cuisine and the 
unique culture of the British 
Navy, which is as fur removed 
from everyday Chinese life as 
the planet Mara. 

One of the oldest veterans of 
service to the Navy is 7N-yeur- ^ 
old Ng Muk-kam, known by the 
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Richard Lloyd Parry 

Seoul 

The United States Defence 
Secretary, William Cohen, pre- 
dicted the imminent reunifica- 
tion of the Korean peninsula 
yesterday mo r ni ng , mi nutes af- 
ter South Korean soldiers ez- 

®^faSSC' 

aCtOSS 3 ““P 16 * of meeting 

demilitarised zone (DM2) rooms, observatories and pn? 


paganda boards. “If they can DMZ The 7 half dozen North 
ichino i- rc very . dose re ®^ myUpsI wcmjd hope they Korean troops returned wam- 

isnmg jme, seeing anmted and wonld see the futility of n utting - mg shots, before retreating. 


free Korea," Mr Cohen told 
American soldiers of the Unit- 
ed Nations Command at the 
tnice village of Panmunjom, the 
only crossing-point along the 
DM2, where troops of both 




would see the futility of putting 
up signs drat try to promote 
propaganda of afafleoand fail- 
ing system;” be said.- ■ • 
Lks than an hour earlier; 65 
nnles to the .east. South Koo- 
an sokfiecs fired asa fhe heads 
of solffiers of die Korean Peo- 
ple's Army .which had crossed 
into the southern sector of the 


lr violations of the DMZ 
are not uncommon, and the 
North provoked finyin Seoul 
last year when one of its sub- 
marines landed commandos 
in the South, but it was the first 
time this year that live rounds 
had been exchanged. 

The incident comes amid 


growing optimism ttat, 44 years 
after the truce which brought an 
end to the Korean War, the two 
sides may soon begin talks 
aimed at forging a permanent 
peace treaty for the peninsula. 
Neat Wednesday, at a meeting 
in New York, North- Korean 
diplomat^ have pro mised ^to 

two Koreas^the US andChina. 


For the last two yeais, the 
North has been suffering from 
severe food shortages which are 

said by international relief 
agencies to be on the verge of 
ni ming min a full-scale famine. 
On Monday the UN launched 


Young Sun, hinted that more 
would be forthcoming if 


Pyongyang agreed to talks. 

“Through the proposed 
nwmng , North Korea win be 
able to gam poetical stability 
and promote its economic in- 
an appeal for $12&n (£77m)of leiests be told a meeting of 
food, agricultural supplies and the Inter-fttriiamentary Union 
medicine. South Korea deliv- in Seoul, “I urge North Korea 
ered S6m yesterday, as the to respond in a sincere manner 
country’s President, Kim as soon as posable." 
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irean rebellion: Belgium joins US in condemning crumbling regime clinging to power through military rule 
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It’s time to 




Movfrig on: A chid takes a vital water break as Rwandan refugees in eastern Zaire head for a transit camp on the border Photograph: AFP 


Ed O’Loughlin 

Kinshasa 


With Zaire’s President Mobutu Sese 
Seko attempting to shore up his 
crumbling regime by introducing a 
mflitaiy government, his one-time al- 
lies in Belgium and the United 
States are making it dear that they 
now think it is time for him to go. 

’YestenfctyitwasthetumofBelgimn’s 
Foreign Minister, ErikDerydce, tom- ' 
nounce publicly an old ally. Speaking 
in Brussels he said that Belgium -the 
colonial power in the former Como 
- believed that Mr Mobutu had no fu- 
ture as leader of Zaire. 

“It is military dictatorship revisit- 
ed, with a military man as pome min- 
ister and the parliament thrown 
aside," he said. 


Belgium’s announcement echoed 
statements on Wednesday by the 
-White House spokesman, Mike Mc- 
Cuny, and US State Department of- 
ficial Nicholas Bums. 

. “We have suggested that the era of 
Mobutism in Zaire is over because 
the status quo is' no longertehable, 
given the dire conditions that exist 
forthe people cfZairc,” MrMcCuriy . 
shid in Washington. "It’s dear' we 
have to move beyond Mr Mbbutu." 

France, the other member of the 
troika Of Western powers roostTri- 
wdwthwai: 



Historically the most: 
vohred with Mobotn, France: 
fered Mr Mobutu < 
against Laurent KabSa’s ; 
old rebellion bat has failed foihfer- 
i — 


vene directly to save him, as it did on 
several occasions in the past 
Mr Mobutu seems to be backing 
himself into a Brifittnycul de sac. On 
Wednesday Mr Kabila’s rebels 
orer-fab LabumbashiZaiie’s second 
dty. The sane day in die capital, Kin- 
shasa, guiaamm mf troops used tear 
gas to disperse op p osit io n students 

ilig nm p tf r t ing wvri Hwhre ofthe State 
ofe m e r g eo cy declared by Mr Mobu- 
tuonlhesday night . ■ 

The veteran op position leader and 
jnmtfter-aesignate, Etienne 
feodsted fbidiater re- 
Mr Mobutu 
announced that he was using emer- 
gencypowers to sack bin and appoint 
a former defence minister, General 
UkufiaBokmgo, as his new premier. 
US diplomats have long privately 


acknowledged that, with the Cold 
. Wfcr over, America no longer has any 
need to shore up Mr Mobutu's bru- 
tal and staggeringly corrupt regime. 
Bat with Mr Mobutu now abandon- 
ing even the pretence of civilian gov- 
. emmoqt, the US has felt it necessary 
to drive tins point publicly home. 

During the Gold War years Mr 
Mobutu became the West’s principle 
■ ally in Africa. US financial and diplo- 
matiesapport, together with military 
intervention from France and Bel- 
gium, rescued Mr Mobntu from sev- 
' erfl uprisings. In return; Mr Mobutn 
provided supply bases for the.US- 
and South Africa-backed Unita rebel 
movement in Angola. 

For nearly three decades Mr 
Mobutu’s Western allies were con- 
tent to ignore his numerous faults. 


In what came to be known as a sys- 
tem afkleptoczacy-“nile by thieves" 
- Mr Mobutu and his cronies plun- 
dered Zaire’s huge mineral wealth, 
squirrelling billions of dollars away 
in Swiss bank accounts. Meanwhile 
the colonial infrastructure collapsed. 

Another reason for the US change 
of heart on Mr Mobutu is the grow- 
ing alliance between Washington 
and the central African states of 
Rwanda and Uganda, which are 
dosely baked to Mr Kabila's Alliance 
of Democratic Forces for the Lib- 
eration of Congo-Zaire. 

It is understood that the US has 
been using intermediaries Rich as Mo- 
rocco to try and persuade the ailing 
Mr Mobutu that, after 32 years in 
power, ix is time to give up. 

The capture of copper and cobalt 


rich Lubumbashi comes less than a 
week after rebels took the diamond 
capital of Mbuji-Mayi and gives Lau- 
rent Kabila effective control over 
Zaire's mineral wealth- Diplomats say 
that, having cut off Mr Mobutu's 
funds, Mr Kabila can now sit back and 
wait for the die regime to fall apart. 

Yesterday, however, Mr Kabila 
vowed to continue the military ad- 
vance until Mr Mobutu was de- 
posed. Speaking in Goma on 
Wednesday, Mr Kabila said his forces 
would give the Pres dent three days 
to begin negotiating a handover of 
power, following which military ac- 
tion would be taken. 

“He can do it,” Mr Kabila said. 
“He is tired and worn out, but he is 
also scared. He has to be helped to 
overcome this fear.” 


f ju Trodi 


Ian McGirk 

New Delhi 



rescue Albania 
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First the good news. Italy wifi, 
as planned, lead the multina- 
tional peace-keeping force go- 
ing into Albania nest week. 
What’s more, the Italian gov- 
ernment looks like it might ac- 
tually win today’s confidence 
vote in the Chamber of 
Deputies and live to fight an- 
other day. Or another week. 
Long enough, anyway, to see 
the soldiers off and recover a 
portion of its wounded pride. 

The bad news is that a ma- 
jor international foreign poli- 
jy initiative almost came to 
^bief because of the chronic po- 
litical instability of its most ac- 
tive advocate. As a result, Italy 
has abjectly failed in its attempt 
to be taken seriously by the rest 
ofthe international community 


Andrew Gumbel on the fell-out from Italian political power games 


and finds itseff backsliding dan- 
gerously towards the bad po- 
litical habits of its past 
Rjr a while, with Albania 
tumbling ever further into an- 
archy »nd no other Western 
power daring to stick its neck 
out, Italy looked like the right 
country m the right place at the 
right time to dear up the lat- 
est mess in the Balkans. The 
•world forgot, however, that 
when it comes to anarchy - at 
least of the political variety — 
then Italy takes some beating, 
what with 55 post-war govern- 
ments to its name and no dear 
sign that the Byzantine coali- 
tion-broking and end! ess pow- 


er games of the past are even 
dose t5 being eliminated-. 

It’s worth examining the' 
hoops that the Prime Minister. 
Romano Prodi, had to jump 
through on Albania to under- 
stand just how appalling Italian 
political Hfe still is. Aftbougb 
the intervention force enjoyed 
the Support ofthe overwhelm- - 

Rifondazione Comunista. 
which holds the balance of 
in the Chamber of 


As it emerged that Rifon- 
dazione’s “no" on Albania was 
definitive, die opposition start- 


ed making waves of their own 
by introducing a rival motkm on 
the intervention force. If you 
want the force to be approved, 
they told Mr Prtxfl, yoirfi have 
to vote for cox motion, not your 
own. And by the way. once 
you’ve done that, we flunk you 
Ought to resign.' 

By Thesday evening it looked 
as though both Mr Prodi and 
the Albanian enterprise were 
. sunk. What saved them was a 
complex piece of “variable 
geometry", as the Eurocrats 
would call iL Thanks to a last- 
minute deal with the opposi- 
tion, Mr Prodi managed to 
push a joint motion on the in- 


tervention force through par- 
liament on Wednesday night 
with only Rifondazione and a 
couple of other parties voting 
against 

Then, acknowledging the 
loss of his government major- 
ity, he went to the President, 
Oscar Luigi ScaKaro, to tender 
his resignation. President Scal- 
faro promptly sent him back to 
parliament for a confidence 
vote - one that Rifondarione 
had ind i cated it would support, 
thus saving Mr Prodfs bacon. 

The frustrating thing about 
the whole rotten spectacle is 
that issues of substance, such as 
Albania’s future, have been 


completely submerged by the 
petty dictates of power politics; 
Rifondazione Comunista is- 
sued long lists of reasons why 
they opposed the intervention 
force, out the deeper truth is 
they saw an opportunity to 
bold the gove rn ment to ransom 
- not for the first time - and re- 
mind everyone just how indis- 
pensable they are. 

While everyone else was 
staggering around parliament 
looking shell-shocked on 
Wednesday night, Rif on - 
dazione’s irrepressible leader, 
Fhusto Bertinotti, was having 
the time of his life discussing 
the finer points of his choice of 
suit and tie. 

He is a man with a reputa- 
tion for saying “no" to just 


about anything, but he has 
never knowingly turned his 
nose up to well-cut clothes. 

The Albanian crisis is the 
most visible sign so far of the 
government’s weakness, but 
far from the only one. Every- 
thing from privatisation policy 
to broadcasting reform has 
been slowed down or baited by 
Rifondazione’s intransigence. 
Yesterday, Italy's industrialists 
took to the streets for the first 
time since 1962 to protest 
against the country's latest 
Maastricht-inspired austerity 
budget package. Their gripe: 
the government’s decision - or 
rather Rifondazione’s - to 
siphon money off company 
savings funds rather than make 
any cuts in the welfare state. 


A confidence vote in the Indian 
parliament today will determine 
whether the 1 3-party coalition 
can remain in power. Prime Min- 
ister HD Deve Gowda refused all 
week to buckle under pressure to 
step aside after a key ally, the Con- 
gress party, withdrew support on 
Easter Sunday. 

Many doubt that Mr Gowda 
can shore up enough support for 
his left-leaning United Front to 
rule, now Siiaram Kesri, president 
of the Congress party, has turned 
on him. But (he United Front has 
no intention of complying with Mr 
Kesri's demands ihat Congress 
form the next government. “No se- 
rious political party would change 
its leader under pressure from the 
outside," a United Front leader. 
Suiject Singh, said last nighL “It's 
final. Wc will go to the people." 

For Mr Gowda to retain lead- 
ership today, either the right-wing 
Hindu Bharatiiya Janata Party 
(BJP) must abstain from voting, 
which is unlikely, as they stand to 
gain most from the fall of the gov- 
ernment, or renegade Congress 
party members must break ranks 
and side with him. 

Congress, which hacked the 
United Front coalition from the 
outside, was humiliated in elections 
last spring after corruption charges 
were filed against party leaders. 

Mr Kesri objects to lhe United 
Front’s pursuit of allegedly corrupt 
officials within Congress. The for- 
mer farmer from Karnataka is rak- 
ing up dirt on the former Congress 
prime minister. Narasimha Rao. 
and Mr Kesri himself. 

Mr Kesri blamed Mr Gowda's 
government for failing to stem the 
rise of the BJP, which now controls 
the Punjab and will take turns 
beading the state government of 
Uttar Pradesh, India's most pop- 
ulous state. He also protested 
against the Prime Minister's recent 
meeting with Bal Thackeray, head 
of the fundamentalist Shiv Sena 
(Shiva’s Army) in Bombay. 

Critics accuse Mr Kesri, 82. of 
putting his own survival ahead of 
his party, and there are fears that 
Congress may split over his brash 
gamble to unseat Mr Gowda. 

Questions about sleaze are still 
unanswered. Mr Kesri may have 
timed his move to ward of inves- 
tigations into his own finances: he 
had long been the Congress par- 
ty treasurer and was thought to 
be above lining his own pockets 
when he was cued for “accumu- 
lating dispropoitianate ascis"and 
then fined for income tax evasion. 

Mr Kesri apparently fears the 
Prime Minister was plotting to 
frame him in a lurid murder trial, 
and reportedly confided this to Jy- 
oti Basu, a communist leader from 
Calcutta, and two other statesmen 
who attempted to broker a deal 
between the former allies. 

After police questioned Mr 
Kesri about the kidnapping and 
brutal killing of bis personal 
physician. Dr Suren dra Tanwar, be 
was livid with Mr Gowda for al- 
lowing the investigation to be re- 
opened. The doctor’s body was 
found in a Delhi suburb m Octo- 
ber 1993. 

According to Vmod Mehta, the 
editor of a newsweckly in the 
Indian capital Congress “has jeop- 
ardised a widely popular budget, 
derailed a historic opportunity to 
mend relations with Pakistan and 
undermined investor confidence 
... to satisfy the irrational whims 
of a reckless geriatric." 
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Laura 


Nyro 


Some performers have a hard 
time dealing with the limelight 
and find a circuitous route to 
success. The American singer- 
singwriter Laura Nyro was a 
perfect example of that syn- 
drome. Afflicted by chronic 
stage- fright, she never found 
more than a cult audience with 
her solo career; but when cov- 
ered by the likes of Barbra 
Streisand. Frank Sinatra, Three 
Dog Night or Blood, Sweat 
and Tears, her songs effortless- 
ly reached the American Top 
Ten in the late Sixties and ear- 
ly Seventies. Somehow, those 
reinterpretations brought her 
material closer to the audi- 
ence's preoccupations. 

Bom Laura Nigra in 1947, 
she grew up in the New York 
borough of the Bronx. Her 
jazz-fan father tuned pianos 
and played trumpet and this 
precocious, unusual child soon 
sat at the keyboard and made 
up tunes to amuse herself. “I al- 
ways sang, from the time I 
could make a noise.** she told 
Life magazine in a 1970 inter- 
view. “And I always wrote. I 
wrote little poems and at about 
8 or 9, I started writing little 


songs. 

Laura also read poetiv and 
sang doo-wop with friends on 


street comers while attending 
the New York High School of 


the New York High School of 
the Performing Arts. This 
rather unexpected blend of 
styles and Italian-Jewish back- 
grounds soon blossomed into a 
most remarkable talent. 

In 1966, Nyro signed with the 
Verve label and recorded More 
Than A A few Discovery, a d£but 
album whose title would even- 
tually prove more than prophet- 
ic. Ignored at the time of its 
release, the record contained an 
amazing selection of personal 
songs. Bv the end of 1969, the 


One of the most brilliant con- 
temporary Japanese artists, the 
internationally acclaimed en- 
graver Masuo Ike da, is known 
m Japan, rather disparagingly, 
as a maruchi taranlo (-multiple 
talent"). The Japanese like 
their celebrities to stick to one 
category: to overstep the 
bounds of one speciality smacks 
of frivolity and superficiality. 
Ikeda was an artistic phenom- 
enon who defied categorisation, 
a stance that is usually a sign of 
that quality frowned upon in 
Japan - originality. 

Ikeda started off life on the 
wrong foot by being bom 
abroad, in Mukden. China (now 
known as Shenyang). After the 
Second World Whr he was repa- 
triated with his parents to 
Nagano prefecture. Attending 
school in Japan is always a 
traumatic experience for chil- 
dren who have lived abroad and 
known more liberal standards 
of education.' Masuo refused to 
fit in. Disdaining standardised 


3 , -Mabuses he plunged into the 
elinhls of foreign literature - 


delights of foreign literature - 
Stendhal. Salinger, Sartre, Kaf- 
ka, Camus, the Surrealists. 

It was no wonder he twice 
failed the stiff entrance exam- 
inations for Tokyo Geidai (the 
Tokyo University of the Arts). 
So he set to leaching himself 
how to draw and paint, then be- 
gan attending the Nagano 
School of Art, from which he 
managed to graduate in 1952. 

He moved to Tokyo and 
earned a precarious Irving by 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


JESSEL: A service or thanksgiving for 
the life and work of Dame Penelope 
Jewel will be held at Si Giles' Quitch. 
Oxford, on Saturday 10 May at 
2-3l)pin. For further details, nWv 
contact DM 331 40 82 9S 92. 


Announcement* for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent in writing to the Gazette Editor, 
The Independent, I Canada Square, Ca- 
nal? 1 Wharf. London E14 SDL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 2011 124-boor 
answering machine 0171-293 2012) or 
fased to 0171-293 2010, and are charged 
a( £630 a Use OAT extra). 
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West Coast vocal group Fifth 
Dimension had taken “Wedding 
Bell Blues” to the top of the US 
singles charts while Blood, 
Sweat and Tears reached No 2 
with the immortal “When I 
Die”. The following year Bar- 
bra Streisand recorded Nyro’s 
“Stoney End” and reached 
the lop Ten on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

This success as a songwriter 
put Nyro in Carole King's 
league but, unlike the compos- 
er of “Win You Love Me To- 
morrow?”, she never cut an 
album of Tapestry's calibre. 
Nyro's shyness and reluctance 
as a performer may have been 
the result of a harrowing LSD 
trip she underwent as a teenag- 
er. Or it may have been a con- 
sequence of her disastrously 
received performance at the 
Monterey Festival in 1967. Opt- 
ing for a soulful, Vega^style per- 
formance (complete with a trio 
of backing vocalists), hair down 
to her thighs and purple- 
tipstidted, Nyro foiled where Ja- 
ms Joplin, The Who and Jimi 
Hendrix made their mark and 
reputation. 

Still, tiie New York talent- 
booker David Geffen was so im- 
pressed by a tape of the 
Monterey show that he gave up 
his job to become Nyro's man- 
ager (he would later oversee the 
careers of Joni Mitchell. Cros- 
by, S tills, Nash And Young, 
Jackson Browne and The Eagles 
before setting up his own record 
label). In Joe Smith’s Off the 
Record collection of interviews 
he admitted that she "was a very 
strange girl. But she was among 
the most talented people I’ve 
ever seen in my life.” 

Geffen cjuiddy brought her to 
the attention of Clive Davis, 
who was then president of Co- 
lumbia Records. The label was 




‘Among the most talented people I’ve ever sees’: Nyro in the words of David Geffen (taft), 1968 


trying to get hip and Nyro soon 
joined a roster including Bob 
Dylan, Santana, Spirit, Leonard 
Cohen and The Byrds. Her 
1968 album, Eli and The 13th 
Confession, reflected her un- 
conventional upbringing. It was 
well received and provided fur- 
ther hits for The Fifth Dimen- 
sion (“Stoned Soul Picnic” and 
“Sweet Blindness”) and Three 
Dog Night (“Eli’s Coming''). 

The following year, New York 
Tendabeny (she was food of 
making up words), a brilliant 
collection fusing jazz and rock 
with her incredible voice and 
piano-playing made the Top 
Forty. A major commercial 
breakthrough seemed in- 
evitable but Nyro wasn’t pre- 
pared to make creative 
compromises and clashed with 
both Davis and Geffen (who’d 
sold her publishing to Colum- 
bia). After 1970’s Christmas 
and the Beads of Sweat (an ear- 
ly showcase for the production 


Masuo Ikeda 


sketching portraits on the 
streets of Kan da, the student 
quarter, at the same time gain- 
ing experience and free models. 
Despite his haphazard life style 
he was always businesslike, and 
when asked what his profession 
was would answer "My pro- 
fession is Masuo Ikeda." 

Kanda is an area of modem 
and antique bookstores, art 
shops and print dealers, and the 
whole place is an education in 
itself for a budding printmak- 
er. At the rather late age of 26 
his refusal to conform was re- 
warded rather ironically by the 
Mombusho (Ministry of Edu- 
cation) Prize. One of the judges, 
tiie Gherman painter and en- 
graver Erwin Graumann, told 
him; “If you go on living in this 
way, you will be spiritually dev- 
astated. I advise you to start 
practising copperplate." 

Until then Masuo had been 
painting in oils, so he followed 
Graum arm’s advice, realising 
that it was a better business 
proposition to make prints, be- 
cause he could sell many copies, 
whereas there was only one buy- 
er for a painting. He also tried 
traditional woodblock printing 
(uJayoo or "images of this float- 
ing world”) and serigrapby (silk 
screen) techniques. Young 
Japanese artists were begin- 
ning to travel abroad again to 
Pans, London and New York, 
where Stanley Hayter was a 
great inspiration, for be had 
started with dry point, aquatint 
and woodblock prints but had 


gone on to develop new 
processes. In London the 
Swedish printmaker Birgit 
Skidld's studio in Charlotte 
Street was always full of young 
Japanese attracted by her re- 
fined photo-etching experi- 
ments and their links to poetry, 
for Japan is a land where liter- 
ature and printing inhabit the 
same scrolls. 

Soon Ikeda was a familiar fig- 
ure in Western art circles, with 
a voluminous Afro -style black 
dandelion head of hair and 
boyish frame that he was to re- 
tain till the end of his life. He 
started winning prize after prize 
in the 1960s: the Governor of 
Tokyo's Prize (1962), the Tokyo 
Museum of Modem Art Prize 

O . In 1961 he bad estab- 
hims elf as a printmaker 
by winning the Grand Prize for 
Printmaking at the Tokyo In- 
ternational Biennale of ArL 
but it was in foreign parts that 
he achieved his greatest tri- 
umphs: in 1961 the Prix d’Ex- 
cellenoe at the Young Artists’ 
International Biennale in Paris; 
in 1965 the Grand Prix at the In- 
ternational Print-making Bien- 
nale in Ljubljana; in 1966, the 
First Prize at the International 
Engraving Biennale in Cracow, 
and first prizes at the Biennales 
of Vienna and Venice, where be 
was only the second Japanese 
to win in this category, after Mu- 
nakata ShDco in 1956. He was 
the first Japanese to have a one- 
man show at the New York Mu- 
seum of Modem Ait (1965). He 


Birthdays 


Miss Janet Allen, former Head- 
mistress. Bunenden School, 61; Vis- 
count Buckmaster, former diplomat, 
7& Mr Joseph Burnett-Smart, former 
chairman. Robert Fleming Hold- 
ings. 67; Professor Raymond Carr, 
former Warden, Si /Vnlonyi College, 
Oxford, 78; Mr Gervasc de Peycr, 
clarinettist, 71; Sir Oscar De Ville, 
former chairman, Meyer Interna- 
tional, 72; Mr CUve Exton, 
scriptwriter, 67; Mr James Alan Fer- 
man. director, British Board of Film 
Classification, 67; Miss Jill Gas- 
coinc, actress, 60; Mr Joel Grey, 
actor and singer, 65; Mr Michael 
Hind ley, MEP, 50; Sir Robert 
Maclean, honorary President, Stod- 
dard Holdings, 89; Mr Derek Mar- 
tin, actor, 64; Dame Anne Poole, 
former chief musing officer, De- 
partment of Health, 63; Mr Richard 
WahrwrighL former MP, 79; Profes- 
sor Michael Wright, mechanical en- 
gineer and chairman, 600 Group, 50. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Qnca ami The Duke at Edinburgh 
pTc lea to the Vfcsjry of Trinity Church, 
JL Windsor Ortlv. The Princess Rqnd, 
PnrsfcloiL %K 1 U the Save Ihe CMdnai Fuad 
shop. Aibroaib, Angus as President. Rid- 
w; for I he Disabled AssocialiuTL visits An- , 
P® Rjifing lor the Drajhfe*l Group to open 
the South Butiyam- Cenuv. Inve rarity, 
Angu^ and open* the new Sheriff Court. 
Dundee. Primes Margaret attends a 
Hmchcon m rornmemoraic World Pariau- 
*on‘s Disease Day bebd at Lancaster 
House. Li union SWI. The Duke at Kent. 
Vtr -Chairman, British Overseas Trade 
Bronl, m&t* Madam WiVfcnjing. Chair, 
man of the China National Tcafle Coun- 
ci L Kinpptc House. London SWL 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
racm mount' the Owen’s Life Guard u 
HmcGuank.UafntNa7CcntpaiiyCold- 
«rum Guards mnuiu the Queen's Guard. 
a BwUnrfMiaNm. II Jthaa. baud pro- 
vided hv the Welsh Guard*. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Marguerite d'Angouleme, 
Queen o( Navarre, 1492; Christopher 
Smart port, 1722; James Parkinson, 
physician and palaeontologist, dis- 
coverer of Parianson's Disease, 1755: 
George Canning, sta tesman, 1770; 
Manuel Jo&£ Quintana, writer and 
politician, 1772; Edward Everett, 
clergyman and statesman, 1794; Sir 
Henry Creswkke Rawlinson, sol- 
dier and orientalist, 1810; Sir Charles 
HaU4 (Cad Halle), pianist and con- 
ductor, 1819; James Augustus Grant, 
travel writer and explorer, 1827; 
Waller James Macqueen-Pope, the- 
atrical historian, 1888; Dean Good- 
erham Acheson, lawyer and 
Statesman, 1893. Dearths; Uywciynap 
lorwcnh. Prince of Whies, 1240; 
Donato Bramamc (d’Agcolo), ar- 
chitect, 15 14; Sir Thomas wyotl, con- 


spirator, executed 1554; Antoine 
CoypeL painter. 1661; John Gah, nov- 
elist, 1839: Henry James Byron, 
playwright, actor and editor, 1884; 
James Anthony Bailey, circus pro- 
prietor, 1906; Richard Harding 
Davis, journalist and novelist, 1916; 
Luther Burbank, “plant wizard". 
192a Sir Gerald Hubert Edward Bus- 
son du Manner, actor and manager, 
1934; Edgar Jepson, novelist. 1938; 
Freema n Wills Crofts, detective sto- 
ry writer, 1957; John Henry O’Hara, 
novelist 197th Marie Ney (Menzks), 

. actress, 1981; Erskme CaldwdL nov- 
elist, 1987. On this day: the French 
were victorious at the Battle of 
Ravenna. Italy, but their leader, 
Gaston de Foix, was killed 1512; Sir 
Thomas Fairfax was victorious at the 
Battle of Selby during the English 
Qvil Wax. 1644; William m and Maty 
[f were crowned joint monarchs, 
1689; the Heaty of Utrecht was 
signed between France and England, 
ceding Gibraltar and Newfoundland 
to England, 1713; the Heaty of 
Fontaine Neau was signed, 1814; 
Napoleon abdicated, and was ban- 
ished to the Isle of Elba, 1814; Louis 
XVIII acceded to the throne of 
France, 1814; Uganda was declared 
a British Protectorate. ISM: Gustav 
Hamel, aviator, flew from Dover to 
Dunkirk and back nonstop, 1913: 
George Bernard Shaw’s play Pyg- 
malion opened in London, 1914; the 
Stresa Conference between Britain, 
France and Italy began, 1935; the mu- 
sical show New Faces was firs pro- 
duced, London, 1940; a m^or“biiCz” 
air raid was made over Coventry by 
German aircraft, 194 L President 
Human relieved General- Douglas 
MacAxthur of his command in the 
Far East, 1951; the spacecraft.4/»f- 
to 13 blasted off from Cape Kennedy, 
1970, a skeleton discovered in Berlin 
was stated to be definitely that of 
Martin Boranum, Hitler's deputy, 
1974; the first London performance 


talents of Arif Mardin, who 
would later polish the Bee Gees 
white soul stylings), Nyro col- 
laborated with Labefle and re- 
leased Gonna Take a Miracle, 
her tribute to the Sixties, which 
featured impeccable covers of 
“Dancing in the Streets” (orig- 
inally by Martha and the Van- 
dell as), “Da Doo Ron Ron” 


(The Crystals), and “You Really 
Got a Hold Of Me” (Smokey 


Robinson and the Miracles). 

This unexpected move dosed 
the chapter on the early part of 
her career and Nyro retired 
from the music business. As she 
declared in a rare interview to 
Musician magazine, "When I 
was vety young, everything hap- 
pened so quickly for me. I 
hadn’t really contemplated be- 
ing famous. I was writing mu- 
sic, I was just involved in the art 
of it at that young age. Then, 
when it all happened, I didn't 
know how to handle iL” 

She moved to New England, 


in Berlin (1967). 
In 1976 he agair 


In 1976 he again stepped out 
of his category and published his 
first work of fiction, Eige-kai ni 
sasaguru (“Homage to the 
Aegean”). It won the “New 
Man”, literary award and in 
1977 the prestigious Akuta- 
gawa Prize. Ikeda made his 
own film of the book in the 
Aegean and in Italy. It was a soft 
pom movie, quite harmless by 
present-day standards, in which 
the Italian porn star La Gicri- 
olina makes an appearance. 

Ikeda must have known the 
film would be regarded fa Japan 
not just as provocative bat also 
as obscene, because the stria 
censorship laws there forbid any 
show of pubic hair. He had to 
scratch out 50 "pubic areas” be- 
fore the film could be released. 
Ikeda quite rightly complained 
in court that such mutilations 
were the real obscenities. It was 
during the filming of this nov- 
el that Ikeda met his lifetime 
companion, the well-known vi- 
olinist Yofco Sato. 

He followed this work with 
two more novels, Mado kora 
Roma ga mieru (“From My 
Window I have a View of 
Rome”) and Manhattan Rhap- 
sody . Ikeda began to appear on 
television quizzes and late-night 
chat shows in which he dis- 
played his new artistic venture, 
abstract pottery. With Yoko, he 
talked freely about his person- 


of the musical Blood Brothers was 
staged, 1983. Tbday is the Feast Day 
of St Barsanuphius, St Gemma Gaf- 
ga n i. St Godeberta, St Gulhlac, St 
Isaac of Spoleto and St Stanislaus of 
Cracow. 


Lectures 


National Gallery; Claire Rori-Willje, 
“The Italian Baroque (ii): saints in 
a landscape. Domefadio and tbe Car- 
racci", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: An- 
drew Bolton, “Historical and 20tb- 
centory Chinese Dress", 230pm. 
Ihte GaBoy: Nick WxUcy, “Going, 
going, gone. As in Dream; Gau gu in’s 
words and images”, 1pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hall, London EC1: Professor Colin 
Pil linger, “Water, water, every- 
where”, Ipm. 


Royal Society 
Sir Aaron King, President, Royal So- 
ciety, chaired the Croonian Lecture 
yesterday evening at the Royal So- 
ciety, London SWI. Professor A.R. 
Honter FRS, Professor, Salk Insti- 
tute, La Jofla, United Stales, gave the 
lecture, on tiie subject “The Phos- 
phorylation of Proteins on Tyrosine: 
its role in cell growth and disease”. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held t o m o rrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 736pm. 

United Synagogues: 9181-343 8989. 

ftdentien of S yna go gu es 0181-202 

2263. Union of Liberal and Progressive 
Synagogues: 0171-589 1663. Reform 
Sy na g o gues of Great Britain: 9181-349 
473L Spanish and Porta gaeve Jews 
Congregation: 0171-289 2573 - New 
London Synagogue iMaawtil: 9171-328 
1926. 


m arri ed, h a d a child. And, when 
the fancy took her, she still 
made records. Nineteen sev- 
enty-five’s ironkaDy-titied SmBe 
reflected on the break-tip of ber 
marriage and her disiHuskm 
with the music industry. Three 
years later, Nested saw her muse 
soar again: “American Dream- 
er” and “My Innocence” proved 
she hadn’t last her sense of won- 
der. In 1984, she cut Mother's 
Spiritual and in 1989, released 
Live At The Bottom Late, a 
concert recording which con- 
tained some of her classics and 
new songs with an ecological 
message (“The Wild WoncT). 
“When I write my muse, I see 
ah the rivers flowing -sensual, 
spiritual, religious, animal in- 
tellectual” she said Following 
1993’s Walk The DogAndL&t 
The Light, Nyro played concerts 
in London two years ago. Her 
speflbmding three-octave range 

wag gffll intac t and thp tnflm»nrr 

she'd had on the likes of Rick- 


Laura Nigro ( Laura Nyro), 
singer, songwriter, pianist, gui- 
tarist: bom New Ybrk 18 Octo- 
ber 1947; married (marriage 
dissolved, one son); died Dan- 
bury, Connecticut 9 April 1997. 


was always on the move and 
spent two years in New York 
(1965-66), then settled for a year 



The Night, a print by Ikeda 


Photograph: British Museum 


al life, revealing that they were 
heavy drinkers who could eas- 
ily put away a couple of two-litre 
flagons of sak& each in an 
evening. He moved to a luxu- 
rious studio apartment in the re- 
sort town of Atami where he 
could be seen exercising his 
eight dogs along the beach. 


His last ambitious project was 
the creation of a great Masuo 
Ikeda Art Museum now under 
construction in Nagano. 

James Kirknp 


Masuo Ikeda, printmaker, writer 
bom Mukden, China 1934; died 
Alarm, Japan 8 March 1997. 


t, APRIL 1997 - THE INDEPENDENT 



Jane Durham 


ih mig 



jane Durham's awareness of die 
importance of preserving those 
t hings from the past which ex- 
press cultural identity had its 
first tangible success in the bat- 
tle to save ami re-use the car- 
Iy-I9th century Thin Academy, 
which was organised by the 
Tain and Easter Ross Civic So- 
ciety. She went on to bring her 
vitality to the Architectural 
Heritage Sodety of Scotland 

tr — v. Crnttkh (teaman 


carved stones at Shandwkk 
and Nigs, the ahAacokupcal 
work utfcun Abbey and ihc 
Old Pari* Church at Thrhu, 
and the presence of the Coftr. 
date Church M Thin* .Durham's 

r iirt 


interest in the catty Christian 
historv of the Highlands was 
fired Idv her efforts coornkwes 
were formed, people were 
brought together -and plans 
thrashed out. alt with the aim 
of making the ecckskutkal his- 
tory of the Highlands hetterufr 
derstood and explained to 
wide an audience as possible. 

The beauty and significance 
of the earty carved stones mowed 


Photog rap h: Michael Ochs/ Redfems 


re Lee Jones, Patti Smith, Kale 

Rii^ anri S tivann c Vega was as 

obvious as ever. 

Stoned Soul Picnic: The Best 
of Laura Nyro, a 34-song retxo- 
spective. was issued a few weeks 
ago on Colombia’s Legacy la- 
bel and earned the singer plau- 
dits the world over. A tribute 
alhtwn for Profile Records was 
already in the works when her 
death from ovarian cancer was 
announced. 

A line from “And When I 
Die” forms a fitting epitaph: “I 
swear there is no heaven and 
I pray there is no hell,” Laura 
Nyro had become a pantheist 
nnd believed in the power of 
nature. 


Society), chairing the Highland 
group and assiduously scnitm- 
Sing planning and listed tend- 
ings applications to ensure 
that unnecessary damage to 
buildings and landscape was 
avoided. _ 

She was bom Jane Paterson 
in Easter Ross. Ross and Cro- 
marty, in 1924, into a farming 
family. The county became 
the centre from which her 
life spread out to embrace 
many environmental, cultural 
and conservation causes to 
which she brought unbounded 
vigour, freshness and enthusi- 
asm. In 1947 she married Lt- 
Cdr Phil Durham, but their fife 
with the naw was cruelty cur- 
tailed when he contracted po- 
lio. It was to Easter Ross that 
they returned and from 1957 
their house, Scotsbum, be- 
came the hub of their farming 
and family life. Janie Durham 
cut her campaigning teeth oyer 
the plans to ba3d the British 
Aluminium smelter at Inver- 


herdcqityandaahetttncofhcr 
death she was pursuing the fu- 
ture care of the Hilton of Cad- 
boB stone. It was a natural 
progression to be at the fore- 
front of the mtwement to es- 
tablish a Scottish Redundant 
Churches Trust and it is signif- 
icant that two Northern Scottish 
churches from St fticrs Sand- 
wick, in Orkney and Arddach. 
Naim could be among tiie first 
to dime to the Bust 
Durham was a great enabler 
and her fearless insistence in go- 
fag straight to the top of any oj}* 


-r 


gordon; that battle was lost and 
her childhood home obliter- 
ated but it was a turning-point 
in her life. 

Durham's deep instinct for 
the Highlands became the 
springboard for her service to 
me cultural and natural heritage 
of tire area. Essentially self- 
taught and with a clarity of vi- 
sion and an open-mindedness 
which could on occasion startle, 
she acquired an extraordinary 
knowledge which she gener- 
ously shared with students, 
scholars and friends alike. Her 
interests ranged from pre- 
history to the early Christians 
to agricultural development 
and the vernacular. She took 
enormous pleasure in investi- 
gating any visible remains of 

mfi n iiingnlsanri h uilfting s, hnw- 

ever fragmentary or remote 
their situation. 

. Above all she wanted others 
to share these enthusiasms 
which led her towards causes 
and organisations embracing 
the same ideas and to which she 
gave uns tinting support and 
powerful stimuli the latter 
sometimes uncomfortable to 
tiie complacent Her active par- 
ticipation as a member and for 
a term chairman of the Scottish 
Vernacular Boil dings Working 
Group opened tbe eyes of many 
to the importance of the rural 
culture of the Highlands. 

It was her own small restora- 
tion business, set up in the ear- 
ly 1970s with Patsy Siriacs, 
which gave her first-hand ex- 
perience of the eccentricities of 
old buildings and the problems 
associated with bringing them 
back to life. As a result she was 
a valuable and practical trustee 
of the Scottish Historic Build- 
ings Trust, whose rescue of the 
Cromarty Old Manse was par- 


Pierre Perrone 



rr.jofiSv 
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Durham: great enabtar ••■'flint*' 

ganisation, however august, 
which she fell could further her v ; ||('| 
particular cause, brought her to jl . 
the notice of people beyond here. . - \ \ t •> ■ « r . 
local sphere and m turn broughP * , 

many people from elsewhere in 
the UK >c Scotsbum. This en- 
thusiasm ultimately brought 
her the appointment she valued 
deeply, (hat of a Commission- 
eron the Royal Commission for 
the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland. She 
served tbe Commission for ten 
years (1984-94) and brought her 
local knowledge, and particu- 
larly her concern for the ar- 
chaeology of upland regions 
under serious threat from the 
march of commercial af- 
forestation. to bear on ihe 
Commission’s programme of 
work. But it was not sirapty 
her concerns for the survey 
and recording aims of the 
Commission but her care and 
understanding of the stuff 
which made her contribution so 
outstanding. 

For all these achievements 
and for many more not record- 
ed here, she was appoint . 

MBE in 1995. Her unstinting 
work, all undertaken in a vol- 
untary capacity, has touched the 
lives of many throughout Scot- 
land and beyond. 



Anne Riches 


ticuJarty dose to her heart and 
led to further conservation fai- 


led to further conservation ini- 
tiatives fa that place with the 
Cromarty Trust 
Through the early Christian 


Jane Mary Stow Paterson, con- 
servationist: bom Easter Ross, 
Ross and Cromartv 26 Mav 
1924; MBE 1995; married 1947 
Lt-Cdr Philip Durham (three 
sons); died Easter Ross 1 April 
1997. 


Cec TOrters, boxing trainer, died 
Sydney, Australia 4 April aged 
70. British trainer who coached 
his three sons. Dean (heavy- 


andTrxjy (junior-middleweighL) 
to success fa Australian and 
Commonwealth titles. 


Bryan Naranjo, died Bogota 6 
April aged 18. At 71 cm fall he 
was registered by the Guinness 
Bookof Records as Latin Amer» 
ica's smallest man. fP 

Wo Zuoren, artist, died Peking, 
China 9 April aged 89. Tradi- 
tional Chinese brush painter. 


Clause excluding trustees’ liability valid 


i I iriWr - 

'"l lJlt v 


Armitage » Norse; Coart at 
Appeal (Lord Justice Hirst, Lord 
Justice MBIett and Lead Justice 
Hutchison) 19 March 1997 


LAW REPORT 


11 April 1997 


A danse in a settlement ex- 
cluding the trustees from lia- 
bility for loss or damage to the 
capital or income of tire trust 
property unless caused by their 
own actual fraud was not void, 
either for repugnancy or as con- 
trary to public policy. 

Tbe Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by Paula 
Rachel Armitage against the 
decision of Mr Justice Jacob on 
a preliminary issue fa her ac- 
tion for breach of trust against 
the trustees of a settlement of 
which she was the principal 
beneficiary. Tbe trustees' cross- 
appeal was also dismissed. 

The judge had been asked 
to decide whether clause 15 of 
the settlement, which ex- 
empted the trustees from lia- 
bility for loss or damage to the 
settlement fond “unless such 
lessor damage shall be caused 
tty his own actual fraud”, op- 
erated to absolve the trustees 
from liability for all or any of 
the breaches alleged against 
them. 

Bernard MaAerU QC (Soyds Trrad- 
weB)for die benefiaaryt Gregory HE 
(Hoad Vores & Allwood, Dereham; 
Greenland Houchen, Anleborough; 
Mills & Reeve. Norwich) far ihe . 
trustees. 


Lord Justice M3Qett said that 
danse 15 had been taken from 
a conveyancing precedent, and 
its meaning was plain and un- 
ambiguous. No trustee could be 

made liable for loss or damage 
to the capital or income of tiie 

trust property unless caused by 
his own aenlal fraud. “Actual 
fraud” meantwhat-itsaid It did 
not mean “constructive fraud” 
or “equitable fraud”. 

Deny v Peak (1889) 14 App 
Cas 337 had established that 
nothing short of a fraudulent 

in tent fa the strictest sense, re- 
quiring proof of dishonesty, 
would snffioe. Gross and cul- 
pable negligence was not 
enough. By consciously acting 
beyond their powers trustees 
might deliberately commit a 
breach of trust, but such con- 
duct was not fraudulent if they 
acted iri-good faith. 

Clause 15 was, tfaerefore.apt 
to exdude liabflitjrfor breach 
of trust in the absence of a dis- 
honest intention on the part of 
the trustee whose conduct was 
impugned, no matter how in- 
dolent, imprudent, lacking in 
diligence, negligent or wilful he 
might have been. 

There was some academic 
Support for tbe submission 
made on behalf of the benefi- 


ciary that a trustee exemption 
clause which purported to ex- 
clude liability except for actu- 
al fraud was void, either for 
repugnancy or as contrary to 
public policy, but itwas not sup- 
ported Iw authority. 

In WiOdnsvHogg (1861)31 
U Ch 41 at 42 counsel had 
been challenged to dteacase 
where an indemnity clause 
' protecting the trustee from his 
ordinary duty had been held 
so repugnant as to be reject- 
ed, but bad been unable to do 
so. No such case had oc- 
curred in England or Scotland 
since. 

Tbe cases that had been re- 
lied on as supporting the sub- 


tire present century, nor was 
authority for the proposition 
advanced. 

The view' was, however, 
widely held that such clauses 
had gone too far, and that 
trustees who charged for their 
services, but who as profes- 
sional men would not dream of 
excluding liability for ordinary 
professional negligence, should 
not be able to rety on a trustee 
exemption clause excluding li- 
ability for ' gross negligence. 
Jersey had introduced a law fa i 
1989 which denied effect to a ' 
trustee exemption clause which 


purported to absolve a trustee 
from libility far hs own “fraud, 
wilful misconduct or gross 
negligence”. 

The subject was currently 
under consideration fa this 
country by the Trust Law 
Committee. If clauses such as 
clause 15 of tbe settlement 
were to be denied effect, that 
should be done by Parliament 
which would have the advan- 
tage of wide consultation 
with interested, bodies and 
the advice of the Trust Law 
Committee.' 

As they were at present 
drawn, the pleadings did not al- 
lege dishonesty, or any breach 
of trust for which tiie trustee^ 
were not absolved from liabil^ 
ity by clause 15.. 


mission that it was contrary to 
public policy to exclude liabil- 
ity for gross negligence had 


been reviewed tty the Jersey 
Court of Appeal fa Midland 
Bank Trustee (Jersey) Ltd v 
Federated Pension ' Services Ltd 
[1996] Pensions Law Reports 
179. The court had concluded 
that the cases all concerned the 
true construction of the par- 
ticular clauses under consid- 
eration or of clauses in 
standard form fa the 19th cen- 
tury. None of them dealt with 
the much wider form ofdause 
which had become common fa 


Rate OVanlon, Barrister 
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the leader page 


Oh ungrateful voter, to demand straight answers 


lose the campaign. Tony Blair’s 
• ■ aetemmation to repeat the mistake 

NeflKinnock made last time, of ailow- 
ing himself to be portrayed as the 
incumbent and John Major as the 
challenger, may not prove fatal to 

. Labour’s hopes, but it is a poor way to 

- .*** ab out winning. Something is fim- 
. . ^iamentaOy wrong with a Labour cam- 
•' ppiftn that responds so defensively to 
the charge that the party has changed. 
That, it was thought, was the whole 
. point of Mr Blair. It was his proud 

.. ; , . boast. And so it should be stflL 

. . This election is about trust. They 
\ ;T. usually are.But this time, it is appar- 
that neither main party is trusted 
" \ £ . ty the electorate. Opinion polls will not 
- v ' : ; tell you that, because trust is not a 
'.'V ; directly measurable commodity. It is, 

• ’ though, an observable fact 

I-/’ The reasons why people do not trust 
"•••T. tbe Tories are almost top obvious to 
-’.vv . need repeating: they betrayed their 
' : j promise on taxes, and they are deeply 

• ^divided over Europe. Labour is not 

■ . trusted, either — but for different rea- 

, . sons, which have in many ways only 

now been brought into focus by the 
flK&g - election campaign. The campaign has 

■ concentrated voters’ minds on the feet 

-1 . that, contrary to tbeir expectations, they 
■■■ are not at all sure what kind of a crea- 

• ij lure the Labour Party now. And that, 
a . j ' sure enough, makes them uneasy. 


As so often in politics, it took some- 
thing relatively minor .to tripper this 
change in mood. The privatisation of 
air traffic control is not a big issue for 
anyone other than air traffic con- 
trollers. It is an issue of subsumce, but 
not one of the' front rant- Yet this rel- 
atively mino r question has cracked Mr 
Blair’s facade of certainty: For -some 
time the Labour leader has been 
impressively determined, dear 
leaderiy. Suddenly the little boy (a role 
played in this pantomime by the elec- 
torate) has pointed out that he has no 
clothes, by asking in a loud voice: "But 
what is he determined, dear and lead- 
eriy about?” 

The U-tum on privatisation does not 
look like a considered move in 
Labour's modernisation, it looks hire- a 
panic reaction to the belated discovery 
that Labour would not have privatise- : 
lion receipts to make the numbers grin . 
up in government. 

• One stiff, small voice 'from many • 
months ago can now be heard dearly, 
echoing through the silences of 
Labour’s campaign. Charles Clarke, 
who was Mr Kmnock’s mindftr and so 
knows how an election campaign can 
go pear-shaped, warned that the details 
of Labour policies were insufficiently 
worked out. This mattered, he said, for 
two reasons. The first is that a bit of 
detail helps candidates and spokes- 
people who otherwise have to waffle 
and evade. The second is that it ensures 
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that Labour ministers would have 
something for civil servants to do, 
rather than the other way around. 

But Mr Clarke is now only the can- 
didate in Norwich South, and other 
counsels have prevailed. If he were still 
a free man, rather than a bonded New 
Labourer, he might now be making 
other observations. For example, he 
might point out that one of Mr Kin- 
node’s big mistakes last time was to 
announce a policy change in the mid- 
dle, of the election campaign - in his 

issue that roieef out of ccmtrol in the 
last week. 


Professional as it undoubtedly is, why 
did Mr Blair's campaign machine fail 
to anticipate that Labour would be 
forced to defend its record? Just like 
Mr Kinnock, Mr Blair is being chal- 
lenged by the voters to explain why they 
should trust him when he has chang ed 
his mind on many of the important 
political issues. Mr Blair and his aides, 
instead of confidently expounding the 
reason for change (it is what you, the 
voters wanted) sound most put out 
Having put the New in Labour, re- 
written Cause IV and become the 
party of the centre, all to popular 
acclaim and soaring poll ratings, the 


ungrateful voters have turned round 
and «iH- ‘'You Ve changed. Why should 
we trust you?** It may not be fair, but 
it is what voters feel, and therefore it 
need a straight and serious answer, not 
a lot of indignant waffle. 

This is an important moment, 
because Mr Blair is being put to the 
test In a way, what the electorate wants 
is for h hn to show some conviction - 
almost any conviction will do, just 
something to indicate that he is not 
merely a bend-with-tbe-wind careerist 
politician. 

The comparison to be made here is 
with John Smith, a leader who buil t a 
bond of trust with much of tire British 
electorate because of his very con- 
stancy. In the end. it must be doubted 
that Mr Smith could have led Labour 
to as strong a lead as Mr Blair, because 
he could not have made big enough 
changes. Under Mr Smith, suspicion of 
old Labour would have outweighed the 
benefits of people knowing and even 
liking much of what it stood for. 

Change was Mr Blair’s strongest suit 
He has been so emphatic about the need 
for Labour to change to meet the aspi- 
rations of the people that it is surpris- 
ing that be should stumble now that the 
question is being asked in earnest. It is 
fee one subject on which he is capable 
of showing real political aggression, 
and he needs to start doing so again. 

The reason the voters should trust 
him, be should say, is that he has put 


ail his energies into changing his party 
and rethinking what it believes. That 
includes a direct acceptance that he has 
changed his own views about some 
things, because people grow up and the 
world changes. There is no way he can 
slide back from what he has achieved, 
and the U-tum on privatisation Should 
be used as evidence that he wfll not only 
fight fee election as New Labour, but 
govern as New. Labour. 

If he fails to fight back with a posi- 
tive message, then we will be left 
doubting whether he enters Downing 
Street with sufficient fire in his belly. 

Say a prayer for 
the scientists 

R eligion and science, we are often 
told, are not incompatible, they are 
just different answers to different ques- 
tions. Not for Professor Russell Stan- 
nard at the Open University, they’re 
not. Conducting a supposedly con- 
trolled “scientific” experiment to test 
fee efficacy of prayer on ill people (only 
in the US of A) is going to tell us about 
as much about religious truth as car- 
bon-dating the Thrin shroud tells us 
about whether Christ really ascended 
to heaven. For heaven’s sake (apt 
words, for once), can’t believers take 
their faith a little more seriously? 
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Sleaze: Tories 
finally act 
Rafter 18 years 

Sir Yet again fee Tones are following 
in Labour’s footsteps. Yourrepon 
-Tories would make bribing MPs a ‘ 
crime” { 10 April) comes hot on the 
heels of our Sunday announcement 
feat Labour will make bribery 
invoking Members of Parliament a • 
criminal offence. 

The Tories have had 18yeais to 
deal wife this and done nothing 
Even now the Prime Minister only 
offers to “examine the question". 

MPs should not have special 
immunity from the criminal law. 

Any MP, who. for example, is found 
to have taken large sums of cash in 
brown paper envelopes in exchange 
for misusing his pr her position y : j 
ought to face court proceedings m 
the same way as anyone else. 

Labour will amend the Prevention 
of Corruption Act io make sure 
corrupt MPs face jail, not just 
parliamentary inquiries. 

• JACK STRAW 
: mbadow Home Secretary 
\TTic Labour Party 
London SE17 

Sir. Your leading article (S April) on 
Martin Bell’s candidacy did not 
f address an important democratic 
B ; issue. Getting rid of one sleazy 

backbencher was not a good enough 
reason for Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats to deny the voters of _ 
TdUon their right to vote for fee 

parties and manifestos of their 

choice. That is why I offered though 
vour columns last week to stand as an 
independent pro-Labour candidate. 

If Mr Bell remains as a candidate 
he should, at the very least, indicate 
which party he would normally 
support during fee lifetime of fee 
next parliament; which policy 
- pledges froth the party manifestos 
would support or oppose; 
whether he will lake up each and 
even- allegation of political sleaze, 
during the election and during the 
next parliament, whichever party is 
involved: and how he in rends to 
finance his campaign and keep it 
1 (ullv independent of fee Labour 

l and Liberal Democrat machines. 

* RICHARD HELLER 

London SUV 

Sir H seems to be taken for 

granted feat Neil Hamilton should 
be presumed innocent untu moved 
aunty. This would obviously be 
appropriate if the issue here were 

one bfpunishment.lt is not. • 

' The issue is whether he should 
have the privilege of representing 
his constituents. Where there is 
privilege to be allocated, 1 

mjustke in presuming candidates 

.unworthv until shown io be worthy. 
WCHRISTOPHBR WALLIS 

1 . '.V Ikmotesrcr 

Sin Rrrhaps fee Tory candidate far 

TattomNefi Hamilton, might help 

his case a little by telling lus 

formidable-looking wife to stop 

- constantly .coding him by fechaad 
in fall view of the TV cameras- 
. SCOTT .ANDERSON 
Dundee 

r • ■. _ 

! Junk suspicion 

Sir. Heel I am justified in fecUn & a . 

r 1 cuneat account ai 
. Thai account was ray only coni?* 

wifeany financial insfeutK^I have 

, nasrefet card, insurance «^®eor 

“* Within two or three days 

? S^^mailcompletefrceased. 

\ cvw the moil from chanuc*. 

i _ . ROBERT THORBURN 
r fifahorihSuiTiy 



Harder-headed 
social work 

Sir I, for one, wfll not be shedding 
any tears at fee departure of Joyce 
Brand from her career as a soda 

worker (“The men who took the 
heart out of social work”, 9 April). 

Many in the profession like her . 
joined for worthy reasons, as she . 
puts it “wanting to relieve and 
prevent hardship and suffering”. 

T himkf uBy a harder-headed 
approach to providing forthose with 


community care. The requirement 

for social services m anag e rs to 
allocate resources to client care 
fiwmgfl d by both private and 
voluntary organisations has 
concentimed minds on the quality 

existing local authorit y pfovis en. 


services can be found in the voluntary 
and private sectors. Itisfeis 

competition that challenges the*iea 

and sympathy” values of Joyce Brand. 


vrithmsodalservKesctepaitments- 
duldren and families, ekterfy services 
and special needs-hasafflNedsoa^ 
wbrtetsto become morefocasedand 
knowledgeable concerning seswes 

has enhanced social woricas 


.g^^c^Bdenceinfee , 

^nmlly. the promotion of ^ 
“human weB-beingf far from being 


London E8 


Sir. Many pubBeseivahts, not all of 
them women or social workers, will 
recognise fee situation Joyce Brand 
describes. But they may see it as a 
result not s6 muc}i'of a male- _ 
dominated local management as‘of 
the pervasive influence of a “New 
Public Management” based on 
matketsand contracts. 

' The disciplines of New Public 
Management are founded on fee 
need to control pubhc 
expenditure so feat fee country 
can Be Competitive in global 
markets. They have brought 
important benefits in terms of 
efficiency and effectiveness. But 
because the aims are so 

possible to 

question the management 
processes by which it is claimed 
that they can be achieved. They 
can become dangerous, and 
ultimately corrupting, if they are 
applied for their own sake, and for 
fee resulting scores in 

performance indicators and 
league tables, without regard for 
their serial outcomes or a wider 
sense of public purpose. They can 
in the long run nave a profound 
i effect not just on the management 
j of our public services but also on 
, our civic values and the nature of 
[ the society in which we live. 

How to reconcile economic 
progress wife liberal vahiesof 
pnbKc service and citize n s h i p is 
perhaps the most important • 
domestic challenge which the next 
government win have to face. 
DAVID EAUUENER 
St John’s College, 

Oxford 


Labour breaks 
the Golden Rule 

Sir It is difficult to reconcile what 
Labour is now saying about using 
asset sales and privatisation 
receipts to fill fee alleged £1.2 bn 
‘‘black hole” in its budgetary pans 
and what Labour said only last 
week m its manifesto about the rule 
ir wfll follow in malting budgetary 
judgements. 

Labour, like the Liberal 
Democrats, says it win follow the 
“Golden Rule" of public finance, 
that over the the economic eyrie 
the government shonld not borrow 
for current expenditure but should 
limit borrowing to investment - 


, That should mean the end of the 

practice of counting privatisation 
receipts as free money to spend on 
current projects. Only the 
difference between the return of 
assets before privatisation and fee 
return oh the proceeds of 
1 privatisation should count as 
| available for current spending. 

But Labour seems to be saying 
1 feat it w2J count all fee proceeds of 
its asset sales and privatisations 
against a shortfall in current 
income. .. 

Labour's commitment to 
financial-rectitude seems to have 
lasted about as long as its policies 
on devolution and the single 
currency. 

DAVID HOWARDS - 
Liberal Democrat Candidate 
forPetaborou&i 
Clare College, 

Cambridge 


Sin I read your leading article (7 
April), “Labour starts off with 
slippery leadership”, with interest. 
Those of us who can remember life 
before the lories may recall that it 
was the Labour Party who started 
the campaign of privatisation we 
have seen over the last two 
decades. 

It may have been left to Mrs 
Thatcher's administration to make 
a virtue of a necessity, but it was 
De nnis Healey who floated at least 
one tranche of BP shares in the late 
Seventies. 

JOHN DRAKE 
Edinburgh 


Curb fat cats 

Sin In the 1980s governments 
sought to modify fee law regulating 
i trade unions - an area which 
practically aD could see needed 
| attention. 

In fee 1990s it has become more 
and more evident that fee law 
relating to commercial companies 
; needs attention. Directors - with 
fee aid of a few “outriders” on fee 
remuneration committee - seem to 
have the power to at round the 
boardroom table and vote for one 
another to “steal” fee 
shareholders' money. “Block 
votes" exercised (in many instances 
by proxy) at AGMs enable a few to 
overpower any kind of democratic 
control. 

Are any of the parties 
contending fee current election 
proposing to tackle this problem? 
FWDAWBER 
Macclesfield, Cheshbv 


A voter lost in 
cyberspace 

Sin The other night 1 thought I’d 
lake a look at what the major 
political parties had to say for 
themselves on the World Wide 
Web. I have, 1 admit, what might be 
described as a steam-powered 
computer but it fulfils my usual 
personal and business Internet 
requirements. Here for the benefit 
of non-wired readers is what 1 
found. 

The Conservatives were 
apparently oblivious feat anyone 
might still be using old technology, 
(my software is about 18 months 
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old). I couldn't eet past the first 
; page whidi had little pictures 
showing the Houses of Parliament 
etc. 

New Labour were better. After a 
glaring message about tax 
promises, they noticed I wasn't 
using fee latest bells and whistles 
software and offered me a less 
flashy alternative. Sadly it didn’t 
work. 

The Lib Dem rite was a 
refreshing chance. A competent 
design allowed for the technical 
limitations of my setup. They told 
me what I wanted to know - and 
gave me the chance to give them 
some feedback. 

Lastly I dropped in on fee 
Monster Raving Looneys. Again 1 
fared better than with the Tories or 
New Labour (ie no error 
mess ages), as explanation that 
their site is sdD under construction, 
contact details for the meantime 
and a kind invitation to come back 
later. 

How should 1 vote. I wonder? 
MARION MALCHER 
Woking, 

Storey 


Rational faith 
needs no ark 

Sir: The letters by Mark Smith. 
Deborah Woolhouse and Dr A 
Majid Katme ( 10 April) were all so 
preposterous that 1 had to check 
my diary to make sure it wasn't the 
first of April. It really is a pity that 
apparently intelligent people can 
make a literal interpretation of fee 
Bible, fee Koran, or any other 
ancient religious document to 
explain fee origins of life. 

The implication in all critiques of 
evolution by religious 
fundamentalists is that, in some 
way or another, there is a 
conspiracy by scientists either to 
cover up fee'rruth or a refusal to 
investigate fee Creationist 
viewpoint because of prejudice. 
This is complete nonsense. 

Science is a dynamic discipline in 
whidi theories are constantly 
challenged and refined. The 
evolution of life over hundreds of 
millions of years is not just a theory 
that popped into someone's head 
and then all scientists adopted it. It 
has evolved and been tested from 
every possible direction and 
withkood all of the tests. 

Religious fundamentalists will 
never be persuaded to change their 
views by any arguments, for to do 
so would destroy feeir faith. For 
those who are truly open-minded, 
however, you can still believe in a 
god and recognise that the ancient 
religious texts were written in times 
when people did not know that fee 
Earth moves around fee Sun, that 
fee Sun and ail other stars were 
products of sustained thermo- 
nuclear reactions, that lightning is 
produced by a high voltage 
discharge across fee insulating 
medium. 

If you were asked to explain the 
origins of life back in those times, 
what implausible stories would you 
have written? 

Dr ANDREW ELUS 
Leicester 

Sin Mark Smith ends his letter in 
defence of Creationism wife “This 
is not fundamentalism. It's 
common sense.” 

Quite so. As Bertie Russell 
remarked: “Common sense is the 
metaphysics of savages.” 

Dr WILLIAM DORRELL 
London SU 3 


Plagued by 
‘charity* calls 

Sin Further to David Robinson's 
letter (9 April), as assistant 
company secretary of another 
London-based company I confirm 
thai we also receive many calls 
such as he describes. We find that 
typically those using this pattern of 
address are in fact publishing 
houses, some of whom retain a 
high percentage of the funds 
donated and merely pass oa the 
resultant brochure or booklet to 
fee charity. 

■ Therefore we interrupt all such 
greetings wife an enquiry “Are you 
a publishing house?” and politely 
advise them that we only respond 
to requests received direct from 
charities: so attempting to ensure 
feat donations reach fee worthy 
cause forwhich they are intended. 
SARAH GHINN 
London SWI6 


Last word 

Sir: Letterwise, P R Millest 
(Letters, 4 April) hits the post- 
modern Zeitgeist squarely on fee 
noggin. 

JOHN MITCHELL 
Hertford 



. I . 


i + 


22 

interview 


New Labour, new 
Lord Chancellor 


T o start understan ding Lord Irvine, it 
is worth considering his interest in art. 
This is not merely a way one of the 
most successful commercial QCs in 
London has chosen to spend his 
money. It is the absolute, ruling passion of his 
life outside family and work. His collection of 
British paintings, mainly from the first half of 
the century, at bis West Hampstead house, is 
not the biggest or the most valuable private one 
of its kindm the country. But, all ofit paid for, 
as he points out "from my taxed, earned 
income'’, it is certainly one of the best chosen: 
Sickert Stanley Spencer, Sir Matthew Smith, 
Paul Nash. Many of them are Scottish: the 
colourists SJ Peploe, JD Fergusson and Leslie 
Hunter among them. He and his wife Alison - 
who, in a step both admired and envied by her 
husband, took a second degree in the history 
of art as a mature student at the Courtauld 10 
years ago - fit their European holidays round 
the major art exhibitions. They go back again 
and again to the Uffizi in Florence. Without 
affectation, Irvine says “1 envy the M edicts their 
taste and the sensible use of their great wealth 
m accumulating these treasures." 

Lord Irvine, in other words, does nothing by 
halves. Everything about him is just a shade 
larger than life. He works ferociously hard. But 
be also loves good food, drink, conversation. He 
is a big man, in every sense. And if Labour wins 
on 1 May Alexander Irvine will be bigger still. 
For we have, as if we needed it, Cberie Blair’s 
word for it that the barrister who brought her 
and Tony together, and who was pupQmaster to 
both of them, and who helped to launch the 
Labour leader on his political career, would be 
Blair’s Lord Chancellor. But that doesn't quite 
do justice to the role that Irvine, the least well- 
known member but potentially one of the most 
influential of Blair’s inner circle, will play in a 
Labour cabinet. It's a big job. Sitting on the 
Woolsack and presiding over the Lords is the 
least of it. The Lord Chancellor runs the sixth 
largest government department. He presides 
over the highest court in the land whenever he 
chooses to. And he appoints every judge below 
the level of the Court of Appeal; his advice is 
almost invariably taken by the Prime Minister 
on the appointment of the top judges as welL 
But in Lord Irvine's case, this isn't all. He will 
have political clout way beyond his own remit 
As friend and mentor to Blair be speaks daily 
to the leader on the phone - often at around 
7am. He is part of the inner election team at 
MiUbank, arbitrating, counselling, problem solv- 
ing - an especially valuable role m this rather 
wobbly stage of the campaign. Though he won't 
discuss his role on policy', he chaired the small 
committee which turned over all the options on 
devolution before Blair announced there would 
be a referendum. He won’t talk about the inter- 


Lord Irvine, larger 
than life barrister and 
mentor to Tony and 
Cherie Blair, could play 
a big part in the next 
government. He talks 
to Donald Macintyre 
about art, politics and 
the future of the 
judiciary 

nal Labour tensions on law and order either, but 
he is known to have persuaded Jack Straw to 
abandon his support for the “bugging and bur- 
gling” measures in Michael Howard's Police BOL. 
Irvine is more of a libertarian than than Straw, 
more perhaps than Blair. He influenced the 
Labour shift under John Smith, to incorporat- 
ing into British law the European Convention 
on Human Rights. He could even, at 56, become 
the liberal conscience of a Blair government 
Hjs father, a roof slater, was at war for the first 
five years of Irvine’s life, in No 2 Commando 
fighting with the partisans in Yugoslavia, and in 
Italy. Both his parents were Labour bat the dom- 
inant influence on him was his mother, the 
fiercely intelligent daughter of Alexander 
Mac millan, a Lairg socialist and building con- 
tractor who moved to Inverness as a clerk of 
works when his business fell on hard times. His 
Auntie Emma, another formidable woman who 
lived to be 102, remained in Sutherland, in a lit- 
tle croft at Gruids where Irvine spent the first 
14 summers of his life. In short, Irvine, a war baby 
and an only child, was brought up by women. 

His schooling was a classic of the state Scot- 
tish system at its best: Inverness Academy, and 
then, when the family moved to Glasgow, 
“ Hutchie" - Hutcheson’s Boys’ Grammar School, 
where be was taught by some of the best teach- 
ers in Scotland, including the rigorous classicist 
Ninian A Jameson. “I have," he says, “a really pas- 
sionate belief in public education as a democra- 
tic route to self-improveraeaL" At Glasgow Uni- 
versity, where he joined the Labour Party in 1958, 
and where John Smith and Donald Dewar were 
also students, he read philosophy, economics and 
law. Moving to Cambridge, be came top, out of 
220 students, in the law tripos. He had always 
planned to enter the Soots Bar, but he was 


If you are planning 
a baby ; start here 

T) WbrWwide studies show that even with a good 


attracted by Sixties London. He needed a job until 
he had enough money to launch out in practice: 
Refusing a fellowship at Jesus, Cambridge, he 
took a job at the LSE- As a radical young law don. 
he was caught up in the 1968 student unrest: his 
first act of advocacy was to represent the NUS 
president David Adelstein against disciplinary 
charges over a letter he had written to The Tones 
protesting against the controversial appoint- 
ment of Walter Adams as principal. In recogni- 
tion of tins Mow for freedom he was marie one 
of two new honorary life presidents of the LSE 
students’ union. The other was Mao Tse Hmg. 

Irvine became a QC at 37. For a year he was 
the youngest Silk in the country. Four years ear- 
lier he had married Alison McNair, another 
Glasgow graduate. .His family life - they have 
two so ns -has been steadfastly happy. But there 
bad been a painful aspect to the union. She left 
her first husband, Donald Dewar, now Labour’s 
Chief Whip, and another pivotal member of 
Blair’s team, for Irvine. This wouldn’t be any- 
one else’s business if it wasn’t for speculation tint 
it will be difficult for Dewar and Irvine to work 
closely in government, particularly as they may 
find themselves jointly responsible for Labour’s 
huge programme of constitutional change. 
Irvine dismisses this speculation. “We get on 
extremely well and we have sat together on com- 
mittees,” he says. “Donald has visited our house 
and we have a good and effective working rela- 
tionship.’’ Irvine adds that he had care of 
Dewar’s children and that “Donald and I have 
met over the years on many occasions and had 
conversations perfectly harmoniously in the 
interests of the children.’’ 

I n 1981 Irvine took a dramatic step: he led a 
breakaway to form new chambers of his own, 
at 1 1 King’s Bench Wblk. Or rather, he was 
persuaded to do so by nine ambitious young bar- 
risters, including Tony Blair. Irvine ran the new 
chambers, by all accounts, as a benevolent 
despot. Blair expressed at the time, with mock 
portentousness: “And you ask me, does the prin- 
ciple of one person one vote apply in these cham- 
bers - Yes, I say. And Deny has thevote.” Blair 
has subsequently said that Irvine taught him 
“how to tiunk”. The success of the new cham- 
bers is probably Irvine’s proudest professional 
achievement Every one of his own pupils has 
become a QC except one - and he may be Prime 
Minister within the month. 

Irvine introduced Blair to John Smith in the 
very early Eighties. And when a slightly embar- 
rassed Blair told Irvine that he wanted to stand 
for Parliament Irvine was startled but sympa- 
thetic. He himself bad stood for marginal Hen- 
don in the 1970 election, when he was m Sir Mor- 
ris Finer’s chambers. He recalled how when his 
derk was “unbelievably hostile" to Irvine for 
doing so. Sir Morris rebuked the derk, saying 
that Parliament was “not exactly an ignoble 
ambition". 

What kind of Lord Chancellor would he be? 
Last year he was attacked by some liberals for 
firmly drawing a boundary beyond which judges 
should not step in checking the executive. He 
said a speech by Lord Woolf, suggesting that it 
might on occasion be right for judges to not 
enforce an Act of Parliament, smacked of “judi- 
dal supremacisra". Irvine says that be is a “great 
upholder of judicial review and the indepen- 
dence of the judiciary," but he adds, “what is crit- 
ical here is to know what is the correct province 
forjudges and what is the correct province for 
Parliament." Take Howard's “profoundly mis- 
guided" and “ludicrous" attempt to impose 



mandatory sentences. “There s all the difference 
in the world between someone who has been 
selling hard drugs to all-comeis, and the com- 
mon case of a pathetic individual who sells a bit 
on the side to fund his own addiction.” But, “a 
hard distinction must be drawn between what 
is profoundly unwise and what is unconstitu- 
tional. Parliament is sovereign. If Parliament 
decides to impose a minimum sentence for 
c lasses of case, then Parliament is acting within 
its powers and the judge’s duty is to apply the 
law." Equally, on both pragmatic and liberal 
grounds, he champions the incorporation of the 
ECHR, and the consequent new powers it 
would give British judges. “We have an appalling 
record in Strasbourg of having legislation con- 
demned because it breaks a convention to 
which we are a party. Why trust foreign judges 
and not our own judges?" 

Another fear among some radicals is that he 
will slow down the reforms of the present Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Mackay. Irvine is not planning 
to hah Madcay's opening up of advocacy to prop- 
erty qualified solkatora though he points out that 
the impact of the Mackay legislation has been 
very limited so far. “Solicitors who are properly 
qualified are well entitled to compete, with the 
specialist Bar. My own prediction is that a sep- 
arate independent Bar will continue because of 


the high quality of the Bar and its full-time skills 
in advocacy." 

But he is a stout defender of the cab rank rule, 
under which barristers take any case irrespective 
of their own views, provided they are being tried 
on points of law. And here he makes an inter- 
esting point about his old pupil Cherie Booth 
CXI No doubt, he says, from time to time "she 
will be instructed by Conservative local author- 
ities or individuals who want to sue the govern- 
ment ; of which her husband is head. She will be 
criticised for doing so but the ethical rule Is plain. 
What more graphic demonstration of the inde- 
pendence of the Bar could there be than that?" 

A big difference from Lord Mackav is poli- 
tics. Mackay -is the least party political of Lord 
Chancellors. You wouldn't, for example, see the 
present Lord Chancellor in Central Office dur- 
ing the election, as you see Lord Irvine at MiU- 
bank. There is every likelihood that Irvine will 
be a big player across a broad front - for exam- 
ple chairing key cabinet committees, which Lord 
Mackay has never done. 

Only Lord DUhorae, Macmillan's last Lord 
Chancellor, has come remotely near wielding the 
influence Irvine is likely to have if Labour wins. 
He isn’t a rival. It isn’t too much to expect that, 
for marry years to come, he will prove to be the 
one cabinet colleague Blair trusts unequivocally. 
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during pregnancy 
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be soon, start with Pregnacare 
right now. 


diet extra specific nutrients may be very 
important - during and even before pregnancy 
FOLIC ACID is vital to the development of 
your unborn baby But it is not the only nutrient 
which is essential during pregnancy 
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of 400mcg folic 
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Enveloped between my respectable rivals 


A part from a bout of 
graffiti-painting in the 
1960s, l have never 
been actively involved in 
politics so I was quite 
surprised to get a call last 
week from activists in the 
Tatton constituency asking 
me if I migh t think about 
standing for Parliament for 
them. “Not been your year, 
has it?" I said 
sympathetically. 

“I beg your pardon?" they 
said. 

“You’D be lucky to stay in 
the Premier Division. And it 
doesn't help to see Arsenal 
doing so well ..." 

1 thought they had said 
Tottenham. Icily, they said 
that they were from Tatton. I 
told them I would look it up 
on the map and ring them 
back. 

“Hello,” I said, ringing 
them back. “Well, I’ve 
looked Iktton up in my big 
road atlas, and I'm afraid 
there is no such place listed, 
so either this is a belated 
April Fool joke or you have 
given me the wrong name. I 
have found Tbton in ■ 
Nottinghamshire and Tbtton 
in Hampshire and Thstou in 
Oxfordshire, which aD sound 
nice, though I have to say I 
would prefer it to be Thston 
which s slightly nearer to 
where I live ..." 


The voice broke in, again 
somewhat coldly, to inform 
me that the constituency was 
actually named after Thtton 
Dale, an area of Cheshire 
near Manchester. 

“Got it,” I said, turning 
the map. “Here we are. 
Knutsford ... Wilmslow ... 
Ota, no, how dreadful!" 

“What’s wrong?” they said 
quickly. 

“Being Knutsford and 
Wflmslow country, that's 
what’s dreadful, ” 1 said. “I’ve 
been there. Fve seen iL All 
those smarmy, pseudo-smart, 
funny money, wheeler- 
dealer, poodle parlour, 
nouveau riche, coach lamp, 
house-nazne-written-on-slice- 
of-log places ..." 

“You are talking about our 
constituents," the voice said 
tightly. 

“I thought they were Neil 

Hamilton’s constituents." 

“Not for long, we hope.” 

“Pity," 1 said. “It sounds to 
me as if Nefl Hamilton is just 
the right man for such a . 
place. Both dodgy smooth..." 

“Before we ask you to run 
as our anti-sleaze candidate," 
said the voice, “can we ask 
you for a view of Mr 
Hamilton?” 

“Mr Hamilton," I s aid , “is 
an obvious scumbag who no. 
more deserves a seat at " 
Westminster than a seat on 



Miles 

Kington 

the lavatory- He is just thfr 
sort of spiwy. self-made 
tweip that Thatcherism 
brought into being, and he is 
precisely the sort of person 
who hasgwen the 
Conservative Party such a 
bad name:" ■ 

There was an awed silence 
for a moment 
*And that is your view?” 
"No ” I said. “That is the 
view of Mr A N Wilson, 
writing in the E\-ming 
■Standard* 

*5And do you agree with. - 
it?" 

“Not entirely. 1 think there 
were spiwy self-made twerps 
like Nefl Hamilton before - 
Thatcher came along.” 

' There was a whispered 


conversation at the other end 
of the line. Then the voice 
spoke again. 

“Mr Kington, we would 
like to invite you to the final 
selection meeting for picking 
our anti-sleaze candidate. 
Would you care to be there?’’ 

“Well, it’s a long way ..." 

“We will pay your 
expenses." 

“Used notes in a brown 
envelope? Overnight 
. freebie? Wife included?" 

“Of course." 

Minutes later I was 
heading for the motorway. 
The next day I was in the 
anie-room for the final 
interview. There were plenty 
of recognisable faces there of 
people who, for one reason 
or another, would like to be 
seen standing as anti -sleaze 
candidates. Brace 

Grobbelaar I noticed, and 

Jeffrey Archer, and Ernest 
Saunders, and Norman 
Lament ... 

I sat next to an 
unobtrusive man in the 

comer and introduced ■ 

myself. 

“Craig Brown," he said, 
shaking my hand. 

“Would that be the 
manager of the Scottish 
football team or the 
. humorist who writes 
countless columns a week, 
-Some under his own name?" 


“You think they are two 
different people, "do you?" he 
said. 

While 1 was still puzzling 
over this, my name was 
called and I was led in to the 
an Li -sleaze HQ. 

“Tell us, Mr Kington.” said 
the committee chairman. 

“have you ever done 
anything remotely sleazy 
which the opposition might 
dig up?’’ 

I was about to tell them 
about the time I had 
employed a cleaner and not M, 
paid her National Insurance Tf 
in full, when my mobile 
phone rang. I answered iu 

“I'm sorry, gents,” I -said, 
standing up. “I have just had 
a call from a tabloid, 
newspaper. who tell me that 
if I stand as an anti-sleaze 
candidate, they have a slock 
of highly salacious 
photographs of me which 
they would not be afraid to 
print. In this situation lhave 
no decent course of action 
but to withdraw ” 

They quite understood. In 
foci I was telling a lie. The 
phone oil was from the BBC 
to ask me to be on the short- 
list to take Martin Bell’s job. 

But I thought that if I told 
them the truth, they would ui 
not think it an entirely 'Sjj 
honourable reason to 
withdraw. " 
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Who is responsible 
for producing this 
virtual election? 


L ast night a terrible thine 
happened. I went to bed 
with Charles Kennedy. 

He was there when I went to 
sleep and he was still there 
when I woke up. I drifted off 
while he was on a late-night 
television progr amm e and 
woke up to his voice on the 
-radio. As fragrant as Mr 
, Kennedy doubtless is, I thought 
“This cannot be happening.” 

Then 1 realised that this was 
how Ifelt about the election in 
general -this is not reaUy hap- ' SllZi 

pening. So far, this has been a 

virtual election, a meticulous mC 

simulation of what an election 

might" be. Ken Bartow, the ' riTI__ i 

commander of the Starship -LUG ' 

Enterprise, the Klingon wife, 

Mrs Hamilton, are all signifi- pn 

cant players in this digital A ^ 

world. If you togyourself upin • 

the right gloves and goggles, if IS 

you plug yourself into the right 
equipment, you will be.amazed 
at how. lifelike it all feels - T)GttQ 
though you need to have the • ' 
inclination to make the effort txtqII 
in the firer place. WtlLl 

What has produced this 
disorientating scenario? Well, JJ 

there are three main parties 
involved in this election. "L_ 

Contrary to popular belief they QloUc 

are not the Conservative, 

Labour or Liberal Democrat nr)d 

parties. No. They are the OUMJ 

Media -Party, the Politicians’ , 

Party and me Voters' Party. 

The Media Party is way ahead, . 

its support wavering somewhat, 
but its victory assumed by most serious poll- 
sters and commentators. The Politicians' Party 
is dinging on somewhat desperately to the 
wreckage of an anachronistic system, but it 
increasingly steals its policies, its presentation, 
even its ideals from tbe dominant Media 
Party. The Voters' Party, quite frankly, is not 
performing well at alL It is apathetic, dishev- 
elled, uninterested. It shows up occasionally 
when ordinary people are required to opine for 
the benefit of one or other of die (mo main par- 
ties. It is-widely considered to be the least well 
informed and Well funded of all the parties It 
has simply not got its act together, and is riven 
with spats based on race, dass and gender that 
it cannot heal. Even more serious splits occur 
over which make of car its members drive, with 
the Mondeo and Sierra factions currently, 
prominent. The party’s onfy real strength is its* 
ability to hold the balance of power between 1 
the other two parties. Yet one wondeiswhether 
it takes this challenge seriously, as it cannot 
even persuade its own members to participate. 

Both the Media Party and the Politicians’ 
Party patiently explain to the Voters’ Party 
that voting is itself a privilege that has been 
graciously bestowed from on high. “Just think,” 
they proclaim, “there are some places where 
no one is allowed to vole at afl.” This argument 
- like telling a child to eat food he or she 
doesn't like because somewhere in Africa 
another child is starving - cuts little ice, yet it 
is an argument that the Media Party ana the 
Politicians’ Party like to rerite to each other. 

The Media Party has even found its own 
candidate in the shape of Reverend Bell, who. 



Suzanne 

Moore 

The Voters’ 
Party 
is not 

performing 
weUatall. 
It is 

dishevelled 
and it is 
apathetic 


despite his whiter-than-whitc 
suit and angst-ridden body 
language, win soon find out ihe 
true meaning of bring shot by 
both sides. The Politicians’ 
Party is completely split on this 
one. Tatton is loo terrifying for 
them. Blair and his boys could 
have marched down there and 
shouted at Ihe Hamflfons them- 
selves, “Yes, yon are bloody 
guilty and you know it”. 
Instead, tbe Reverend Bell, 
-flanked by hordes of rabid 
mne - reporters, could only mumble 
"Absolutely, absolutely” when 
asked whether he accepted 

Hamilt on’s irmn c ffliy. 

Then again, the Media Party 
Ubd o has an enormous advantage 
- over the. other two parties 

[*ry because it controls all the cov- 

J erage of the other contenders. 

i . It prides itsetf on performing a 

10t •' valuable service that everyone 

is grateful for. It also believes 
"TYTlTlcr it can increase its power 

llllllg over the coarse of this election. 

That’s why it can indulge in its 
Jr g j ] various “media watches", in a 
cynical deconstruction of rts 
• own raison d’etre. 

IS . The 24-hour-a-day party- 

political broadcast for the 
Jpllofl Media Party may be on a per- 

/CUCU manent loop but the systemis 

mj * getting badly overloaded. Hie 

TT ]Q result is a massive desensitisa- 

- tion that finally gives the poor 

! • old Voters’ Parly a chance to 

lIGDC breathe. Through fear of the 

Media Party. 'the Politicians’ 
Party has been in closedown 
mode for some time. The Media Party insists 
that it wants to open up. debate the issues, but 
it did a deal so long ago with the Itoliti dans’ 
Party that only a narrow range of issues can 
be repetitively analysed over and over again. 
Occasionally tiny parties such as the Church 
get a look in by bleating on about inequality. 
and everyone looks on in ast onishme nt Who 
on earth do they represent? 

However, both the Politicians’ Party and the 
Media Party know that some; hint of spon- 
taneity is required to make ti& virtnal.event 
seem real and so they like to engineer the odd 
encounter with representatives of the Voters’ 
Party. Everyone is left second guessing the 
motives of this odd bunch of misfits. Are they 
not interested because they are stupid? Quite 
possibly. Or are they not interested because 

^jdnesifoat we a^ftess and Jess dependent c® 
what goes in Westminster and understanding 
that the role of the nation state is not what it 
once was? 

Bor a virtual election dispenses with public 
meetings - too many yucky members of the 
public, too lo-tech, too destabilising. Tbejpact 
between the Media Party and the Politicians' 

eadf otheMfurt^Hrthing *efee much matters. 
Thus the election becomes merely a media con- 
struct The election does not exist The sooner 
we realise this, the sooner power will drain 
away from tbe Media Party and the Politicians’ 
Party and there could even be areal election. 
Obviously, I could be making this all up, but 
then isn’t that what my job is all about? 


The run-down 
estate we’re in 


-yo, I don’t 
1^ I vote. I won’t 
I % | vote.'* Lisa 
I XI crosses her 
s arms in 
defiance, enough to make any- 
one despair. Why not, for God’s 
sake? Surely Labour can’t be 
worse and who knows, they 
n^ght even be better. Lisa is not 
stupid, she is angry. “They 
could bloody put me m fail and 
I still wouldn't vote!” Several 
others in this mother and tod- 
. <fler dub on the Kingjmead 
estate in Hackney, east Lon- 
don. agree. They are militant 
non-voters. Why? 

“The day any politician 
comes down here and lives on 
. benefits then I’d vote for them 
to go to Westminster. What do 
they know about us?" The elec- 
tion is passing them by, for 
these are 1997’s political 
. unmentionables, the outcasts, 
the disappeared. Parties say 
nothing about the poor so the 
poor refuse to vote for them, 
fair’s fair. 

I try again. What on earth is 
the point of not voting? What 
good does it do? “It does good 
to me. Even if no one else 
knows, not voting makes me 
feel better," Carol says. They 
hear what the politicians say 
and it simply does not begin to 
connect with their lives. 

Thke Patty, look at her life 
and observe the chasm between 
the way she fives and die way 
politicians of all parties talk 
about people Hire her. 

She is 22, pregnant with her 
second child and survives by 
cheating on social security, like 
many others. She dropped out 
of a two-year nursery nursing 
course as she couldn’t manage 
on a grant of only £173 every 
three months. “1 really wanted 
to finish that course. I wanted 
to work in a criche on a cruise 
ship and get away from here.” 
Fantasy maybe, but at least it 
wasadreain. 

Instead she worked in a 
chemist’s and took up with a 
boy who was also forced to drop 
(nit of the same course. Now 
■she ty»afratoa.the undesirable . 
Thirties Kingsmead estate 
where 65 per cent of people are 
on benefits. She and her child 
draw £69 a week and she tells 
the social security she doesn’t 
know where her child’s father 
is. In fact, he lives down the 
road but only dares stay the 
night with her on Saturdays for 
fear of neighbours shopping 
them to the Benefit Cheatline. 
He works in a shoe factory for 
very low pay, 50 hours a week 
for £145. Tie works really hard, 
but we just couldn’t survive on 
what be earns without cheat- 
ing.” Her friend Julie has 


by Polly Toynbee 



T- *1 


They could put me in jail and I still wouldn’t 
vote . . . The day any politician comes down here 
and lives on benefits, then I’d vote for them’ 


already been done for benefit 
fraud. Cheating is wrong but it 
is hardly surprising. \ 

Why, I want to ask. have 
children? Why not work your 
way up for a few years first? 
But I know the sociologists’ 
answer - for no-hope women, 
being a mother is the closest 
they wifi ever come to being 
important. It is a bad reason, 
feckless, a life stunted by too 
early motherhood leaving the 
rest of us to pick up the bill. 
But once you’ve rouudly 
blamed them for the st3te 
they’ve got themselves into, 
what then? Politicians do not 
mention the poor because most 
voters don’t think the poor 


deserving. But how are voters 
to understand a little more 
about the cycles of psycholog- 
ical deprivation that over- 
whelm places like Kingsmead 
if no one ever talks about it 
except in the self-satisfied lan- 
guage of blame? 

Julie sees that look in my eye, 
I suppose, for she leans for- 
ward, her two-year-old on her 
knee. “We know what they say 
about us. They say we should- 
n’t have children until we’re 
financially secure. Well round 
here no one would ever bloody 
have children. Maybe they want 
us lo just die ouL" 

So what do tbe politicians 
say about people bke them? 


They talk of stamping out ben- 
efit fraud first - not exactly a 
vote-winner here. No party is 
offering these women creches, 
though Labour promises after- 
school clubs for older chil- 
dren and a scheme to get sin- 
gle mothers back to work. 
Labour's welfare-to-work 
plans will help many, but the 
word “training" does not thrill 
them. “My husband's done a 
carpentry course,” said Mag- 
gie. “Now he’s been sent on a 
hull ding course with Mowlem’s 
for £10 extra a week. But he's 
45 and of course he won’t get 
a building job afterwards." 

It is hardly surprising that the 
poor vote least: they were bom 


with low expectations. They 
hear the language in which 
they arc discussed and they 
koowwhal Westminster thinks 
of them. Politicians’ schemes 
often look more like threats 
than promises. 

There is a dash of cultures 
here. Politicians promise solu- 
tions to problems: welfarc-ln- 
work trips off their tongues 
with a glibness that docs not 
impress the putative recipients. 
They hear No More Taxes and 
they know Hackney* council 
will not have more money to fix 
their crumbling estate.' .Any- 
way. they hate Hacknev coun- 
cil. blaming it and Labour as 
the branch of government clos- 
est to hand. 

I put forward some argu- 
ments for their own self-inter- 
est. if not for civic duty. What 
about the minimum wage? A lot 
of people round here mirk for 
less. Yes, they gnidginglv agree, 
that would help. Weil what 
would make you vole Labour 
with enthusiasm? Proper jobs, 
for pay well above soda! secu- 
rity. A decent place to live. 
Good schools - Julie is bitter 
because she left a Hackney 
school unable to read. Lisa says: 
“The politicians don't know 
about our life. I don't think they 
can imagine living with a child 
on £69 a week. That’s what they 
spend on lunch.” 

True. So do journalists some- 
times and others with power 
and influence. Lisa is right: if 
we all suddenly found ourselves 
living on £69 a week in 
Kingsmead. it wouldn’t be the 
silent issue of the election, it 
would be the only' issue. 

When politicians say we can- 
not afford to do more, they only 
mean they don't dare lax us 
lunch-eaters more. Mezzo. Le 
Pont de la lour, the Oxo Tower, 
Bibendum, Le Caprice and 
Christopher s. London restau- 
rants are booming as never 
before. The lunchers shrug and 
ask, “What can you do about 
the feckless underclass any- 
way?” Without money, nothing. 
With money, a Iol If you took 
the youngest children on 
Kingsmead and gave them 
intensive nurseiy schools, fam- 
ily support, high-powered edu- 
cation, summer schools and 
homework clubs you would 
transform their chances - a 
better national investment than 
lunch. But this election, the 
lunchers have it. 

Lisa's militant non-voting 
stance is, in my view, a bad mis- 
take - but it is at least under- 
standable: “They've got a 
nerve, haven't they? First they 
call us scroungers, then they 
expea us to bloody go out and 
vote for them. Well, sod that!" 


» 
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A vant-garde elhidsts have 
/\ lately been crying: ani- 
r XJLmals have rights. Right 
on. Why are pets and pooches 
excluded from the rile of May 
-the vote? , 

There arc households in this 
great nation of ours where the 
advice of Sam. Fido, Thumper 
or Vbm would be most welcome, 
indeed where - if the ballot 
booth curtains could be drawn 
tight enough - the family dog 
would be encouraged to put his 
paw mark wt the ballot paper. 

But how would we mutts 
vote? One can guess about the 
aforementioned Vom. He is 
Westminster Dog of the Year, 
and you would expect his loy- 
ally to lie with his roaster, the 
Torv MP Philip Oppenhram. 

Bui Vom’s master is not the 
only one of our erstwhile par- 
liamentarians who has been 
^ cultivating the doggie vote. 
When it comes to pen. oppo- 
sition to government interven- 
tion, freedom of markets, axy- 

thing that smacte of pnnapw 

or consistency be hanged. If the 
• name of the game is sUrvenng 

to special interests. Members oi 
. . _ the House of Commoos cari 

giw dogs a run for theirmoney 

"Tfc?’ National Canine. 
-. Defence League has them 
queuing up ip spp”?™. 

‘ . -favoured legislation. 

Donuemt Diana MaddoCk won 
Its seal of approval tatakmg 
: action against P u P£,S^h S c 

: ..-Labour is not far behmdthc 

private member dogsbody 
' stakes - few tears were shed in 
‘ Walworth Road at the demise 

other week of ihe oddfy- 

rfTOied Peter Doifr ™ 

■ J Labour MP who pursued dogs 
.with a vigour he otherwise 
•' ~ reserved for denouncing On- 
• *&afition of hanging. 

} Yet it would pay us canines. 



Jack Russell 

If animals 
have rights, 
why can’t 
we vote on 
1 May? 

And which 
party 

deserves our 
paw mark? 

equal. 

mean stopping J|j| 
Exmoor getting 
into a nice piece of venison. 
For upper-class dogs -at least 
with owners who 
afford to sojourn overseas — 


the Tbries are tentatively 
offering freedom from com- 
pulsory kennels .on their 
return to these shores, promis- 
ing to review the quarantine 
rules without appearing soft 
on rabies: 

For pit bulls, Rottweilers 
and other aggressive members 
of the canine oousinage, the 
Tbries will for ever remain the 
party that introduced the Dan- 
gerous Dogs Act which, 
though now amended, put the 
mark of Caio on so many inno- 
cent if knobbly doggy brows. 
Beagles and other hunting 
hounds- who like nothing so 
much as yapping in a pack 
before tearing some cornered 
fox or stag limb .from limb - 
will assuredly not be voting Ub 
Dem or Labour. The latter 
both promise a free House of 
Commons vote on banning 
hunting. Perhaps the Ub Dems 
redeem themselves in beagle 
eyes by promising to think 
about banning the use of dogs 
in experiments. ■ 

Tor the average mutt, cock- 
ing his leg in the street or defe- 
cating in the children’s play 
area in the park, it is a toss-up 
between the parties. The Tory 
manifesto is silent on the mat- 
ter of tnrds but sapient dogs 
will not - forget it was Tbiy 
councillors in Westminster 
who pioneered pooper-scoop- 
ers-surety a source of canine - 

sham e - and it was Tbries 
also, in 'Whndsworth, who have 
threatened evictions for letting 
dogs relieve themselves on 
estates'. " 

Bat what self-respecting 
street dog would not Eke to sink 
. his gushers into the calf of 
Labour's Jack Straw. If he 
became Home Secretary, his 
penchant for registration and 
anti-fooling laws would make 
ours.,, a dog's life. 


British honours: the 
dignity of Ruritania 


T rafficking in honours has 
alwtys been part of the 
seamy underside of 
British politics. PoEtirians from 
Pitt to Lloyd George dabbled in 
it, sometimes on a fairly heroic 
scale. More recently govern- 
ments, political parties and 
sundry lobbyists, middlemen 
and brokers have done their bit 
lo pollute the fount of honour. 

It is not a pretty sight. But 
how do you ban tins unseemly 
trade? There is only' one way, 
and that is to abolish, oral least 
drastically curtail, the profusion 
of honours themselves. 

Intemationalfy, the British 
love of titles has become an 
embarrassing joke. At interna- 
tional meetings, half a dozen 
plain misters, including those 
who wiD take the decision and 
whose underlings draft the 
commmqu^s, get together with 
one Brit whose impotence sits 
oddly with die grandiloquence 
of his tides: 

Domestically, it is more seri- 
ous stOL Orders and tides, their 
names redolent of feudal priv- 
ilege and imperial arrogance, 
subtly convey all sorts of archaic 
messages. Tike, for a start, the- 
Order of the British Empire. 
Why on earth are we sill dfe- 
nHymg and rewarding genuinely 
worthy persons of alflonds with 
various ranks as if their work for 
opera or medicine, fox local 
government or spore, for char- 
ity or the music business, bad 
somehow been performed in 
the name of this once glorious' 
but long dead empire? 

The whole honours system is 
encrusted with barnacles from 
our feudal, then our imperial, 
past, and fromour continuing 
fascination with faded glories 
andinskierish absurdities. Why, 
for example, should British 
diplomats be decorated with 
the Order of St Michael and St 


George, a relic of tbe brief 
British rule over Corfu and the 
Ionian islaads? 

A number of hoary argu- 
ments are traditionally put for- 
ward in defence of the whole 
creaking institution of the hon- 
ours system. It is said that it is 
a useful and economical way of 
rewarding public servants and 
- a sexisr nudge - of mollifying 
their wives. The argument is as 
insulting as it is ridiculous. Can 
we realty attract to our public 
service only those who dream 
of ending up with the letters 
CMG (“Call me God”) or 


6 Can we really 
attract to our 
public service 
only those who 
dream of having 
CMG after 
their names?? 


GCMG (God calls me God!”) 
after their names, and whose 
wives would leave them if they 
would not thereby lose the 
dunce of being caBed Lady this 
or Lady that? Most of the 
ambassadors J have known 
have been better than that, and 
so have their wives. 

Some say that it is good to 
reward tbe unsung heroes of 
the ucgl amorous comers of 
national life. There is more 
than a little that is patronizing 
about that argument. Tb reward 
one of hundreds of dedicated 
primary school teacheis^a cou- 
ple out of thousands of 
admirable nurses, is to tarnish 
a democratic society's grati- 
tude with a reminder of arbi- 
trary government. 


No honours at all, then? 
Some honours, after all, are 
properly given and generally 
felt to be deserved. Military 
medals, for a start, given for val- 
our on the battlefield, are 
awarded by all democratic soci- 
ety, and most would feel it 
wrong if we abolished those 
tributes to a virtue we all 
admire and need. Most democ- 
racies, too, honour outstanding 
achievement, whether in gov- 
ernment or in civil life. But we 
in Britain honour loo many, in 
too perfunctory a manner, so • 
that real merit is in danger of 
being half-insulted. 

Everyone knows that knight- 
hoods are given, not only for 
contributing lo Toiy party 
funds, but to diplomats and civil 
servants, lo military bureau- 
crats and superannuated politi- 
cians who have not quite made 
it to the top - and for journal- 
ists who loyally support the 
party in power, especially if 
their newspapers are badly in 
need of a little honour. 

Surely, ft. would be more 
-decorous if the system were 
abolished whereby when 
lawyers feel they are successful : 
enough to charge higher fees, 
the fiction is entered into that 
they are counsel to the 
monarch. 

There are few things New 
Labour could undertake that 
would be more effective in con- 
vincing us that it is serious 
about wanting to create a New 
Britain than to take an axe and 
prune the honours system ruth- 
lessly. Virtue, after all, is its own 
reward; honour, in a democra- 
tic society, comes not from No 
10 Downing Street or from 
Buckingham Place but from 
the freely given respect of 
feltow-dtizeos. 

Godfrey Hodgson 


LEGER 

Centre Pompidou, Paris 


29 May - 29 Sep 97 


116 


l[\ a major retrospective 

VS* \ ?1\S Hr featuring 

230 pmrfongs& drawings 

• I night B&B - -**■ 

• Grand Hotel de Paris 

• Guaranteed entrance to the Leger Exhibition 

• Additional nights available from £ 1 3 per night 

• Upgrades to exclusive *** hotels available 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Travel Monday - Thursday and save £ 1 3 per person 


PICASSO 

Moderns Muscat, Stockholm 


until 19 May 97 
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PicassoarKJtheMecOterraneanMyth 

a major exhibition featuring 100 exceptional works 

• Departures from London & Manchester 

• 1 night B&B at a * * * hotel in Stockholm 

• Guaranteed entrance to the Picasso Exhibition 

• Additional nights available from £3 4per night 

• Upgrades to ★★**/* hotels available 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Stay Friday & Saturday nights at foe central *** 
Hotel Kom for £26 1 and get Sunday night free 

All prices indude airport taxes. All hotels are 
centrally located and have en suite bathrooms 

Prices per person based upon 2 darirtg a room. ^ 

ALL offers subject TO AVAILABILITY TsT 

For reseiwftws phone Urn lo Fri 09.00 to 18.00; If ^ 

Mfs 0181-960 9066 U 

CITYTRAVELLER DIRECT LTD »*«« 
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Co-op cost-cutting plan to save millions 






Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


The Co-operative Wholesale 
Society is planning a big cost- 
cutting programme designed 
to make the poorly performing 
business more efficient and 
help head off the approach 
from Andrew Regan's Lanica 
Trust. 

However, the CWS denied 
that its plans were in response 
to Lanica 's aim to cut £10m 
from the society's central costs 
if its attempt to acquire parts of 


the division’s non-food busi- 
nesses proved successful 
The CWS said yesterday that 
its chief executive. Graham 
Melxnoth, had set up working 
parties to cut costs when he look 
over last autumn. 

“We will be taking out mil- 
lions of pounds of savings across 
the board," a spokesman said. 
“Not in jobs but through better 
use of technology and central- 
ising certain processes that may 
be duplicated in the regions." 

Though there are no plans for 
mass redundancies the CWS 


conceded that the issue of staff 
numbers would be looked aL 
Any cuts are likely to be 
through voluntary redundancy 
or natural wastage. 

In another move which mir- 
rors Lanka’s plan to incen- 
livise the Co-op workforce, the 
CWS is looking at introducing 
staff incentives. These would 
take the form of staff discounts. 

A profit-sharing scheme 
along the lines of the one op- 
erated by the John Lewis Part- 
nership has not yet been 
considered. However, the CWS 


said it may be looked at as a way 
of improving accountability ana 
increasing staff motivation. 

The CWS said that though its 
costs could be cut it would not 
be possible to axe £10m from 
central overheads without jeop- 
ardising the Co-op's tradition- 
al federal function within the 
movement. 

“The CWS is the sheet an- 
chor of the Co-op movement,” 
a spokesman said. “It performs 
a whole range of roles for the 
other societies including the har- 
nessing of the buying power as 


weD as supporting the Co-op- 
erative Union, which is the ad- 
ministrative centre of the 
movement 

“You could start to reduce 
costs by chipping away at all of 
lhaL Bui in doing so you would 
have no CWS. You might as well 
pack up and go home.” 

Mr Melmoth is expected to 
say more on the issue of costs 
on Monday when he announces 
the CWS results for last year. 
These are expected to show that 
retained profits fell from £49m 
in 1995 lo £30m last year. 


As the Co-op Bank is thought 

to contribute some two-thkds of 
that figure, this- means the re- 
maining businesses such as the 
supermarkets, funeral parlours 
and travel agencies contributed 
jnsrXIOm. 

“You wonder if they are mak- 
ing a loss in food retailing,™ said 
CUve Vaughan of retail consul- 
tants Verdict Research. 

The planned changes by the 
Co-op will be welcomed by re- 
tad experts who say the business 
has remained rooted in the 
past for too long. 


Mr Miughan said: ^The Co- 
Op’s problem is that il doesn’t 
seem to have moved with the 
times. And if it doesn't, it w31 
scan to look like the proverbial 
dodo. I don’t think Andrew Re- 
gan will succeed but he will act 
as an agent to accelerate 
change." 

- A key part of the transfor- 
mation would need to be the in- 


-which is spread across 51 dif- 
ferent regional societies. These 
range from tiny operations such 
as the Brixham Co-op in Devon, 


which has sales of just £4m a 

year, to the* CWS where wk-s 

"lop£3bn. 

It has also emerged that Lan v 
ica Hoist has appointed 
Bell Financial as an additional 
public relations adviser. It al- 
ready has Financial Dynamics 
acting on its behalf as well us an 
internal manager. The CWS 
also has three PR advisers - two 
external agencies plus an in- 
ternal PR officer. The banks ad- 
vising both sides an; SRC 
Warburg for the CWS, and 
Hambrus for Lanica. 


Labour to 
call water 

summit 


Chris Godsmark 


A clear signal was yesterday 
given by Labour that it would 
introduce a tougher regulatory 
regime on the privatised water 
companies if the party wins 
power. In an attempt to turn 
growing fears of a summer 
drought crisis into an election 
issue. Frank Dobson, Labour’s 
environment spokesman, pled- 
ged to call an immediate post- 
poll industry summit on water 
shortages. 

Mr Dobson said “On taking 
office Labour will convene an 
immediate water su mmi t to 
thrash out what needs to be 
done in both the short and long 
term. We will bring together the 
water companies, the water reg- 
ulator. the Environment 
Agency, together with consumer 
and environmental groups." 

He outlined a 10-point list of 
measures as several water com- 
panies are already warning of 
the possibility of a drought. 
Rainfall levels for much of 
England and Wales in March 
were negligible, while temper- 
atures ths month have been ab- 
normally high. In London there 
has been no significant rain 
since February. 

At the lop of Labour's agenda 
is a move to “set and enforce 
tough mandatory leakage tar- 
gets." though it was not clear last 
night whether these would go 
bevond those already set by 
Orwat. which several water 
groups have found hard to 
match. Leakage rates in Eng- 
land and Wales in 1996 were 
around 29 per cent. 

Leaked internal documents 
from Thames Water last week 
revealed the company’ was fight- 
ing with Ofwat over criticism of 


its record on water wastage. 
Ofwat ordered Thames to re- 
port on its leakage reduction 
measures every three months, 
the only one of the water com- 
panies to have to do so. 

Other Labour policies indude 
a free leakage repair programme 
for households, a service cur- 
rently offered by only a limited 
number of the water groups. 
Some offer a service for a fixed 
fee. which averages about £100. 
Surveys have shown a large pro- 
portion of leakages are in pipes 
from the street to the front 
door. Labour would also require 
water firms to give free efficiency 
audits for homes and publish 
leakage levels in the local press. 

Hie industry is already fight- 
ing plans by Ofwat, the industry 
watchdog, to impose substantial 
one-off price cuts on the 10 pri- 
vatised water and sewerage 
companies after 2000. Ian By- 
alt. the regulator, has indicated 
he is likely to make the kind of 
substantial reduction seen in the 
gas and electricity industries un- 
less tougher environmental , 
rales are imposed from Brussels. 

Ofwat declined to comment 
on Labours proposals. “We 
cannot make any comments 
during the election period," a 
spokeswoman said. However, 
she said Mr Byatt was likely to , 
receive a detailed document 
from Yorkshire Water examin- 
ing “economic levels of leakage" 
next month which could have 
wider implications. Ofwat also 
said that industry summits were 
not a new idea," and had been 
held following the 1995 drought. 

Water shares, however, were 
boosted by City speculation 
that Labour's windfall tax less 
than previous market estimates. 

Market report, page 27 



Rolls to 
double 4, 
annual 
bonuses 


Michael Harrison 


Nottingham landmark: Kenneth Clarke (left) and Eddie George made history when they met yesterday 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


The Ken and Eddie show goes on tour 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


It was a historic occasion when 
Kenneth Clarke and Eddie 
George held their monthly 
monetaty meeting in a tax office 
in Nottingham yesterday. Not 
only was it the Cist time the 
meeting had been held outside 
central London, but it could also 
turn out to be the last episode 
of what has become known af- 
fectionately as the Ken and 
Eddie show. 

For if Labour does win the 


election, Gordon Brown has 
said he will take the personality 
out of interest rate polity, re- 
placing the one-on-one discus- 
sion with a clash of two 
committees, the Treasury team 
and a new Monetary Policy 
Committee at the Bank of 
England. 

It is a proposal that has not 
found much favour in the City 
of London, where the current 
arrangements are seen as rela- 
tively transparent. Although 
the outcome of yesterday’s 
meeting will not be known un- 


til after the Bank's money mar- 
ket operations this morning, and 
the minutes not published until 
the end of May, the views of the 
two protagonists are well 
known. 

Mr George is thought to 
have advised an increase in in- 
terest rales, as he has every 
month since November. Most 
economists think Mr Clarke 
win once again have rejected the 
advice because of the closeness 
of the general election. 

The pleasure of sending 
mortgage rates higherwffl prob- 


ably fall to the next chancellor. 

The monthly chancellor- 
governor meetings were intro- 
duced at the end of 1992 as part 
of the new regime established 
to shore up policy after the 
ERM debacle. They replaced 
earlier meetings between Bank 
and Heasury officials, presum- 
ably in a bid to show that, with 
the two leading actors replacing 
the understudies, interest rate 
policy was now being taken 
seriously. The minutes were 
published from the start of 
1994. 


Labour's planned Bank of 
England policy committee is 
presented as a means of over- 
coming the inevitable focus on 
the personalities of the chan- 
cellor and governor - especially 
when they are as colourful as 
Ken and Eddie - and any 
clashes between them. 

However, City analysts fear 
it will reduce the Bank's free- 
dom to recommend unwel- 
come courses of action, and 
would have preferred a com- 
mitment to an independent 
central bank. 


Rolls-Royce, the aero-engine 
manufacturer, has decided lo 
double annual bonus payments 
for top executives because its 
scheme is no longer competitive 
with comparable companies. 

From this year executive di- 
rectors will be able to earn an- 
nual bonuses equivalent to 40 
per cent of their basic salary. 
The bonus scheme used to pay 
out a maximum of 20 per cent. 

If maximum bonuses are 
earned this year, Rolls directors £ 
could he in line for share pay- ^ 
ments approaching £800,1)01). 
Based cii his hasic salary last 
year of £317,000, the company ’s 
chairman. Sir Ralph Robins, 
could receive up to £126,8(X). 

Sir Ralph's total pay last year 
rose by 18 per cent to £393,000. 
This included an annual bonus 
of £49,000, equivalent to 15 per 
cent of basic pay. Total board- 
room pay last year rose 20 per 
cent to £L384m. 

Rolls’ annual report and ac- 
counts also discloses that the 
company is replacing its exec- 
utive share options scheme with 
a long-term incentive plan, 
payable in shares and cash and 
based on total shareholder re- 
turn and earnings per share over 
a rolling three-year period. 

Enterprise Oil. meanwhile, 
has awarded its chairman, Gra- 
ham Heame, a 16 per cent 
salary increase this year to 
f 400.000 even though he has. 
handed over pari of his dulicvA; 
lo a aew chief executive. Pierre 
Jungels. Mr Hcarne’s salary 
will drop to £160.000 in No- 
vember when he moves into the 
role of part-time chairman. 

Mr Heame 's total pay last 
year, including a bonus of 
£122,125, rose 20 per cent to 
£493,568. Mr Jungels will re- 
ceive a basic salary of £350.000. 


Shell defends environment policy from Pirc attack 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Shell the Anglo- Dutch oil giant, 
yesterday launched an unusually 
outspoken defence of its business 
practices, urging shareholders to 
reject a special resolution pro- 
posed for its annual general 
meeting by investors critical of 
its environmental policies. 

John Jennings, chairman of 
the corporation's UK-based arm, 
Shell Transport and Trading, 
said lie was disappointed with the 
resolution, which has been draft- 
ed by the shareholders' adviso- 
ry and pressure group. Pirc. 
The attack is likely to be viewed 
as another indication of Shell's 
drive towards greater trans- 
parency. shedding its sometimes 
secretive public unage. 

Clearly frustrated that Pirc 
had decided to press on with the 
assault despite earlier meetings 
with Shell management, he 
said: “We rather take exception 
lo the resolution. We believe it 
demonstrates an incomplete 


knowledge of what's already be- 
ing done." 

Last night the chances of 
Pirc withdrawing the resolution 
seemed remote. Stuart Bell, 
the organisation's research di- 
rector, said: “If the company can 
demonstrate that all the ele- 
ments are being dealt with then 
dearly there’s no reason to 
push on with the resolution. But 
at our last meeting with Shell, 
which was just two weeks ago, 
they gave us no indication that 
this was the case." 

The resolution, to be put to 
liie AGM on 14 May, colls on 
Shell to put a single, named 
director in charge of environ- 
mental and corporate policies, 
to appoint external auditors to 


review the policies and to pub- 
lish a report for shareholders 
sperifically on the company’s 
operations in Nigeria. Pirc said 
its move had been supported by 
more than 100 shareholders, 
speaking fur just under 1 per 
cent of Shell shares. 

The resolution follows the 


worldwide criticism of Shell's 
reluctance to take a public 
stand in 1995 against the Niger- 
ian regime's execution of the 
Ogoni leader. Ken Saro Wiwa. 
The group also faced contro- 
versy over its plans, later aban- 
doned, to dump the Brent Spar 
oil platform at sea. 

In an attempt to he3d off a 
wider shareholder revolt, Mr 
Jennings appeared to offer sig- 
nificant concessions yesterday. 
He said Shell aimed to publish 
agroup-wide report, outlining the 
conclusions of a long-running en- 
vironmental review before the 
AGM. “I don’t see the need for 
the resolution at all," be said “It’s 
not the right way for ensuring a 
business is ran properly." 

He also insisted that most of 
the criticisms were already 
being tackled. In particular, he 
revealed that Shell was exper- 
imenting with outside environ- 
mental audits in some parts of 
its empire, which included the 
Nigerian and British opera- 
tions. But he declined to say 


which firms of auditors were 
taking part or which parts of the 
group were affected He also 
added that few auditors bad 
sufficient expertise of environ- 
mental work. 

Pile, which has been backed by 
the Church-based shareholders' 
organisation, the Ecumenical 
Councfl for Corporate Respon- 
sibility, said it was nonsense for 
Shell to argue that it had received 
no prior warning that the resolu- 
tion would be tabled “If they are 
doing all the thing s in the reso- 
lution. why aren't they support- 
ing the resolution?" said Mr BelL 


mg me resolution.' said Mr tJeu. 

Shell Transport's annual report 
for shareholders, published to- 


day, also revealed that Mr Jen- 
nings' total pay package rose last 
year by more than 9 per cent to 
£677,703. His basic salary rose 
from £470,776 to £496322. while 
his performance-related bonus 
went up by £28,000 to £124,000. 
Mark Moody-Stuart, group man- 
aging director, saw his total pay 
rise bv more than 6 per cent to 
£510,002. 



SFA risk-rating 
system queried 
by Large 


* 


Mchael Harrison 


Sir Andrew Larpc, the chairman 
of the Securities and Invest- 


ments Board, has questioned 
th e new system of risk ra ting for 
investment banks and securities 
houses that the Securities and 
Futures Authority intends to in- 
troduce this summer. 

Under the SFA’s new regime, 
the 1,370 firms it regulates will 
be rated on a scale of one to five 
based on the level of risk in- 
volved in their operations and 
the quality of their management 
controls. 

The new system wfl] be used 
to determine how tightly firms 
are regulated, how often they 
a re in spected and how much 
capital they must put up to cover 


How green? The Brent Spar oil platform was one focus 
for critics of Shelfs environmental policy 


the exposure in {articular mar- 
kets. Individual firms will be in- 
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kets. Individual firms will be in- 
formed of their ratings this 
summer. 

But in a speech to business- 
men in Cardiff earlier this week. 
Sir Andrew, who as SIB chair- 
man is in overall charge of reg- 
ulating the financial services 
industry, pointed to some of the 
drawbacks of such a system 
and the dangers of misimer- 
pretation. 

Sir Andrew said: “If we make 
judgements about the riskiness 
in firms how will wc find the 
right way to inform firms about 
how risky wc think they are, 
when we have carried out our 
risk assessment? Feedback to 
the firm on the key points of the 
assessment is essential. But 
should, this be done formally 
through some form of rating or 

riclr A St __ 


risk profile? And if so, should 
the firm be told precisely what 


if is? And what about the pub- 
lic? Regulatory assessments can 
easily be misunderstood - one 
shudders to think of the sys- 
temic effect of a run on a bank 
asa result of an ambig uous reg- 
ulatory assessment. We need to 
consider similar issues for non- 
bank firms." 

SIB sources stressed it was 
strongly in favour of weighting 
the system of regulation so that 
firms perceived as being more 
risky were monitored more 
closely, visited more regularly 
and required to put up more 
capitaL 

But they were sceptical about 
using a formulaic rating system. 

“There arc difficulties with cat- 
egorising a firm from one to five Ah 
because there is no single num- ~ 
ber that can encapsulate every- 
thing," one said. 

The SIB is also thought to he 
concerned about firms using 
their SFA rating as a marketing 
tool to attract clients. 

An SFA spokesman stressed 
ihut the purpose of the rating 
system was to enable it to de- 
cide internally bow much at- 
tention it needed to pay to 
individual firms. 

The SFA system rates firms 
in five categories -financial sta- 
bility, quality, of systems and in- 
ternal control, business, 
supervisory complexity and 
quality of personnel and man- 
agement. Although the SIB Ls 
responsible for Supervising the 
work of the SFA, the Financi ng 
Services Act gives all the self-^V 
regulatory organisations in the 
City independence from one an- 
other and the SIB. 

Comment, page 25 
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‘No wonder many in 
the City suspect that 
the point of Labour’s 
proposals is to create 
a more compliant 
Bank of England ... At 
best the new 
committee would be 
window-dressing* 


*■' ■»»■»! Har, 


Gordon Brown Is a^ouoSiead. No 
mattw how sure one is that the stem Scot 
would run a tighter monetary polity than onr 
cuiTHtt Chancellor, tough on inflation and 
tough on the causes of inflation, one is hound 
to feel a few pangs of regret oyer the likely 
demise of the monthly monetary meeting, 
which during its three-year run has provided 
considerable entertainment. A dash of per- 
sonalities might not make for wonderful in- 
terest rate policy, but bay has it been funu 
Nor is it obvious that the Cromwellian 
committee Chancellor Brown would install 
at the Bank of England will turn out to make 
better decisions than we get from the pre- 


sent system. Labour’s advisers emphasise 
the noil ‘ * " - - 


that the point of a Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee is to get away from the distracting 
focus on personality. But the suspicion 
mist be that the point is to remove the pos- 
sibility of a dash — to make sure the Bank 
of England does not disagree effectively with 
the Chancellor. 

There is. after all, a contradiction In 
Labour's plans for institutional change. 
Mr Brown would abolish the Treasury's 
advisory panel, the six wise persons, because 
its members never agree and cannot give 
consistent advice. How true — as cynical 
commentators said when it was first estab- 
lished, that was the entire point of setting 
up the paneL But he would create a new 
committee at the Bank. 

No wonder many in the City suspect that 


the point of Labour's proposals is to create 
a more compliant Bank of England. Cer- 
tainty the nature of Mr Brown's appoint- 
ments will be watched like a hawk, although 
he has already emphasised that (hey would 
all be respected experts on monetary policy. 

At best the new committee would be win- 
dow-dressing. If Labour realty believes the 
c urren t arrangements have not served the 
economy well because of Ken Clarke's 
cheery disregard for stem advice, Mr Brown 
should make the Bank independent Britain 
is the last big modem economy not to have 
an independent central back. Other coun- 
tries lave managed to overcome any diffi- 
culties about political accountability. 

Meanwhile, as Mr Qarke rides off into the 
Nottinghamshire sunset he deserves some 
praise not only for panache in monetary pol- 
icy, but also for doing a much belter job of 
it than his more cavalier predecessors. 


Mutual champion 
deserves to succeed 


cynic would argue that unlike many 
others, Alastair Lyons, newly appointed 
chief executive of National Provident Insti- 
tution, can afford his strongly pro-mutual 
principles. He very recently received a near 
three-quarters of a million pound payoff fol- 
lowing Abbey NationaTs takeover of National 
and Provincial Building Society, so be 
doesn’t have to be in awe of the share op- 


tions, long-term incentive plans and bumper 
salaries that tend to be on offer in propri- 
etary companies. Well, maybe, but the ob- 
servation is a little unfair, for Mr Lyons was 
as vehement a defender of mutuality while 
at National and Provincial as he intends to 
be in his new job at National Provident. 

The pressures for demutualisation among 
life assurers are very different from those 
at work among the building societies, but 
the basic argument In defence of mutuality 
is much the same - if the customer and the 
owner of a business arc one and the same, 
then logically the customer is better off since 
there is no separate class of shareholder that 
has to be serviced. This assumes, of course, 
that the mutual is able to match the pro- 
prietary company in terms of efficiency and 
profits, which is not always the case. None 
the less, the underlying logic of the 
argument cannot be faulted, so why are so 
many building societies and life assurers 
converting? * 

With budding societies the answer lies 
trith the very substantial free shares wind- 
fall that demutualisation is able to deliver 
to members.. With life assurers the case is less 
clear cut, for with one or two exceptions 
{notably Norwich Union), conversion 
doesn't ou the whole deliver these npfront 
gains, lb make the case for selling out, the 
fife assurer is generally forced to resort to 
the argument that it needs more capital in 
order better to pursue a high-return invest- 
ment strategy. The gains, such as they are. 


come on the reversionary and terminal 
bonuses. But who‘s to say the life assurer 
wouldn't have delivered these ga in s anyway 
over the lifetime of these polio es? 

Mr Lyons believes he can find new capi- 
tal to support his growth and investment 
strategy without actually selling the business. 

He doesn’t pretend it won’t be hard, for 
National Provident lacks the financial 
strength of the two other firmly committed 
life mutuals. Standard life and Scottish ■ 
"Widows. But he does think he can provide 

a viable mutual future, with dear advantages 
over an outright sale to Australian Mutual 


or some such other. Like those building 

lutual. 


societies that have chosen to stay mi 
he's going to have to find a way of demon- 



efits. Let’s hope he succeeds. 


Risk-ratings could turn 
out to be a nightmare 


T here’s plainly a differe nce of opinion be- 
tween the Securities and Investments 
Board (SIB) and the Securities and Futures 
Authority (SFA) over whether to risk-assess 
City investment banks and stockbrokers. The 

SFA secs risk assessment as a way of light- 
ening the regulatory load on low-risk firms 
with adequate internal controls, allowing 
scarce resources to be concentrated on the 
cases that realty need h. 


By contrast the SFA’s parent body, the SIB 
sees dangers in such an approach. It would 
dearly be very damaging for any firm to 
receive an adveise rating. As Andrew Large, 
the SIB’s chairman, has pointed out, the 
effect might be similar to an adverse credit 
assessment on a bank, causing a run on 
deposits. Rims in receipt of a favourable 
rating, on the other hand, would be tempted 
to use ii as a marketing tooL 
The SFA arguably has too much power 
already. There has been a notable increase 
in recent years in the volume of complaints 
among Gty firms about supposedly oppres- 
sive regulation. The introduction of a pub- 
licly disclosed rating system would give the 
SFA the power to play God, to make or 
break companies and livelihoods. Obvi- 
ously the Gty needs to be effectively regu- 
lated. but that cannot be right 
The SFA is already far too commonly used 
as a competitive tool in ihe Gty. If you don’t 
like what your rival is doing, it is all loo easy 
to stop it with a call to ihe SE\. Quite fre- 
quently the effect is lo stifle perfectly legit- 
imate innovation. The imposition of a rat- 
ing system would be a much more sinister 
development, for it should be customers and 
clients, not big-brother regulators, who 
decide on whether a company is worth doing 
business with. What are the criteria the SFA 
is planning to use, and will there be chan- 
nels of appeal? The whole thing sounds like 
a nightmare, and in truth is unlikely to be 
of much assistance to anyone. 




Lyons’ share for 
career changes 
adds up to £Llm 


^ John Will cock 


Alastair Lyons has been ap- 
pointed chief executive of NPI, 


a mutual pensions coi 
days after receiving a £740,000 
pay-off from Abbey National 
And he has clinched another 
favourable employment deal, 
with a salary of £325,000 from 
NPf on an initial 18-month 
contract. 

He made a name for himself 
by fighting hard to keep Na- 
tional & Provincial Bunding 
Society independent when it 
sought a partner over ayear ago, 
but N&P was eventually bought 
by Abbey National. Mr Lyons 
stayed on as managing director 
of Abbey's insurance division 
and played a key role in merg- 
ing the two institutions. 

His new role will again be 
high profile, as NPI is being 
stalked by Australian Mutual 
Provident City sources sug- 
gest a selling price of around 
ft2bn if AMP is successful. 

Mr Lyons said yesterday he 
intended to champion NPFs sta- 
tus as an independent, mutual 
company; “I’ve come into this 
business to build it, not sell it 

Tm a passionate believer in 
mutuality. It’s the best deal for 


the customer since there is no 
sharing of the value created in 
the company with a third par- 
ty-shareholders.” 

Mr Lyons will succeed Kevin 
McBrien as chief executive of 
NPL The company is based in 
Ibnbridge in Kent and has 
around £I0bn under manage- 
ment. with 390,000 policyhold- 
ers. It sells its products through 
independent feanHai advisers. 

NPI said Mr McBrien would 
retire from the board at thebe- 
ginning of July and Mr Lyons 
would take up the post of chief 
executive in June. 

Mr Lyons said: “I enjoyed 
working with Peter Birch [chief 
executive *>f Ah^yiNmional^ : 
It was a great period. I always 
said to Peter that I wanted to 
be chief executive of my own 
business at some point; but not 
before N&P was fully integrat- 
ed with Abbey." • ... 

He said that long-term sav- 
ings were the fastest-growing 
area of financial services be- 
cause of demographic reasons. 
“Because of our relative small 
size [at NPI] we can run rings 
around the competition.” 

Mr Lyons denied that he was 
doing a U-turn on mutuality, 
having caved in to Abbey’s bid 


for N&P. “N&Fs brandies and 
advisers needed investment, 
but the size of the business 
meant we couldn’t sustain that 
investment. That is why we de- 
cided we needed a partner, 
which meant we needed lo de- 
mutualise. 

“NPI is completely differ- 
ent. It is a tightty focused busi- 
ness which doesn't need to 
demutualise." 

Despite his enthusiasm for 
mutuality, Mr Lyons denies 
that the current wave of con- 
versions to pic status among 
building societies and insurers 
has gone too far. 

U u aJJ the societies and in- 
- suranoe companies had con- 
verted then that wouldn’t have 
left future generations with a lot 
of choke over financial services: 
What these conversions have 
done is to act as a very healthy 
catalyst to force the remaining 
mutuals to be more competi- 
tive." 

Halifax, Woolwich and Al- 
liance & Leicester bnildmg so- 
cieties are converting this year. 
Mr Lyons said that while he did 
not know which direction they 
would take, their managements 
had been acting for years as if 
they had already converted. 



No U-turn: Alastair Lyons denies that the wave of conversions to pics has gone too far 




Exchange rate averaging boosts KMC 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


uprtf 


RMC gave last years profits a 
£20m boost yesterday by trans- 
lating its overseas earnings at 


niff 


average exchange rates rather 
xhai 


wian using the pound’s sky- 
high year-end value. The ready- 
mhed concrete and quarrying 
group said it was on e of t he last 
companies in the FTSE 100 
index to make the move 
although H admitted its decision 
had been influenced by the ex- 
treme volatility of the foreign ex- 
change markets last year. 

Even using the new ac- 
counting method, RMC an- 
nounced a sharp fall in profits, 
from £324.9ra to £2953m, after 
a slump in Germany, which 
traditionally provides more than 


half the company’s profits but 
was hit last year by a slowing 
economy and poor winter 
weather in the first half. RMC 
shares closed 7.5p lower at 
993.5p, well below the peak of 
£1155p reached last September. 

Peter Young, chief execu- 
tive, said he expected further 
Ms in volumes this year in Ger- 
many although at a slower rate 
than last year which saw re- 
ductions of up to 9 per cent 
Profits in Germany tumbled 
from £187.5m to £ 139.6m, mir- 
roring the large drop in German 


profits announced recently by 
Redla 


.-sdland, the other British con- 
struction materials company 
with a large exposure to that 

RMC has reduced its 12,000- 
strong German workforce by 


about 1.400 in the past IS 
months to cope with the first re- 
duction in sales volumes in the 
former eastern stales since re- 
unification and the challenge of 
cheap concrete imports from 
Poland. 

- On the old translation baas 
RMGs figures were at the top 
end of analysts’ expectations as 
weakness in Germany and 
Ranee was offset by. strong 
performances .from American 
and Israeli operations. Profits of 
£275.Sm compared with expec- 
tations of as low ; as £2o0m, 
struck from flat turnover of 
£4.0Sbn. Earnings per share 
fell from 803p to 63.9p, but the 
company’s conservative divi- 
dend cover meant the payout 
coufostin be increased by 6 per 
cent to 26 -5p. 


At home profits fell slightly 
to £72.8m (£76.8m) as the con- 
struction industry continued to 
struggle affirinst a lack of sig- 
nificant recovery in the new 
housing market, government 
cutbacks in finance for new 
roads and slower progress than 
hoped for on the private finance 
initiative. 

Mr Young called on the next 
government lo reverse Britain’s 
consistent under-investment in 
infrastructure spending, which 
he said had created a con- 
struction industry in this coun- 
try only one third the size of that 
in Germany. The industry rep- 
resented only 8 per cent of gross 
domestic product in Britain 
compared with 12 per cent of a 
larger economy m Germany 
and 15 per cent in Spain. 


"There are no votes in 
pu tting anything right in this 
country,” he said. “There wiD be 
in 10 yeaxs when the whole place 
is gridioefced; by then it will take 
another 20 years to catch up." 

Describing the UK attitude to 
public sector construction as “a 
morass of nris-information", he 
called on the Government to 
settle on a transport policy that 
would include road and rail. He 
said, however, he bad little 
confidence that such a policy 
would emerge. 

RMC said it would be inter- 
ested in acquiring the French 
aggregates operations recently 
put up for sale by Redland, but 
doubted whether its British ri- 
val was yet realistic about the 
price a bidder would pay. 
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Russia leads emerging 
♦ markets back to favour 


Magnus CrimowJ 


Russia is leading emerging 
markets back lo favour among 

international fond managers 

after.. three years of 
perfiamance, according w a sur_ 
vey published yesterday- _ 
Among the most bullish 
about the country. 

Ftittd Manners is forcing 

th^ ihe Russian market will out- 
perform the best Asian market 
*T30 per cent this 

■* i -* is widespread bc» eJ 

...ifoccinnal in- 




wafora that it win onosj-- 

StiTwgest performer ini^j- 

. Tw findings come bom the 
Mjfesi quarterly wyflf 
feft fd PV Burson'ManrtclIcr, 


portfolio investment in devel- 
oping markets. . ■ 

It comes ahead of the arrival 
in London next week of six of 
Russia's leading companies^ in- 
cluding the GUM retaili n g 
group and Surgumeftegaz, the 
second-largest ofl gro«m.ona 
roadshow to encourage UN. re- 
stitutions to invest more in the 

^Erolainmg the new enthusi- 
asmfor Russia, Paul Philpotts, 

Burson-Maretefler s mamgms 

director, said; “Six months ago, 
institutions thought 
of Eastern Europe 

investments. They now see Rus- 
sia as a good bitylts under* 
valued. Also the election means 
dial politically it has become 

added that, the 

sujvcy aboshowed that Latm 


America was “definitety back 


with a vengeance 1 ^ having got 
Tnaudal 


over the Mexican financial cri- 
sis of 1994/95. Investors believe 
that economic recovery will con- 
tinue in the area, fuelled by low- 
er inflation, greater control of 
budget deficits and positive 
growth. Once seen as being tied 
to the US economy, the view was 
increasingly that the area could 
weather a conection in either US 
interest rates or on Mfell Street 
Despite some signs that 
Poland and. Hungary are look- 
ing overpriced compared with 
six months ago. Eastern Europe 
is still seen as offering some of 
the best opportunities among 
emerging markets. Smaller, so- 
called frontier markets, such as 
Slovakia, Ukraine and Croatia 
are also attracting some inter- 
est, the survey shows. 


CWU urges Labour 
to ‘go easy on BT’ 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


British Telecom should escape 
the foil force of Labour's pro- 
posed windfall tax on the 
privatised utilities, the Com- 
munication Workers’ Union 
nrgedyesterday in a polity doc? 
ument demanding an end to 
many of the regulatoiyrestric- 
tions of the phone company’s 
business. 

The union, which has around 
75,000 members in the tele- 
communications industry, ad- 
mitted Labour may have to 
include the group in the tax net 
for legal reasons but insisted it 
bad shed most otiis utility trap- 
pings and should be treated 
more leniently. 

Tbny Young, the CWLTs joint 
general secretary, said BT was 
already tightty regulated and 


had contributed £8bn to Trea- 
sury coffers in corporation tax. 
He said: “The pragmatic real- 
isation is that there is going to 
be a windfall tax. BT has been 
well regulated and consumers 
have benefited. Those factors 
ought to have been taken into 
account by Labour.” 

The document outlining the 
union’s strategy for the indus- 
try urges the next government 
to remove the ban on BT and 
Mercury broadcasting enter- 
tainment services down their 
phone wires. It also argues for 
an end to the ban on BT offer- 
ing radio technology for fixed 
phone lines, a system used tty 
the fast-growing phone com- 
pany lonica. 

Another proposal is to allow 
BT to buy the 40 per cent of the 
Cellnet mobile network off its 
partner, Securicor. 


Alliance 
share sale 
forms lost 


in the post 


Clifford German 


Several thousand members of 
the Alliance & Leicester were 
still complaining yesterday that 
they have not received forms 
allowing them to choose to sell 
their shares immediately for 
cash or to keep the shares. 

The forms have to be re- 
turned by today if investors want 
theirshares put into the auction 
being conducted by brokers 
Cazenove at the start of trading 
in the shares on 21 April. 

Members have also com- 
plained that they they have been 
unable to get through on the cus- 
tomer hotline set up by Alliance 
& Leicester, and fax facilities 
have become overloaded. 

A spokesman for the society 
said yesterday that as the Royal 
Mail can only guarantee to 
deliver 98.S per cent of mail 
posted, it was inevitable that 
some packs would have gone 
astray out of the 2_S million 
posted last month. He also ad- 
mitted that the customer hotline 
could have been busy at limes, 
especially immediately after 
the Easter holiday. 

Because of Lhc tight deadline 
there is no possibility of ex- 
tending the time limit for re- 
turning forms in time to 
participate in the free sale. 

But A&L is anxious to reas- 
sure customers who want to 
keep their shares that they will 
not lose their entitlement if they 
have not returned their blue or 
orange forms by today’s 
deadline. 

They will stfll be able to 
claim their shares at any time, 
and to choose whether to accept 
the offer of a nominee account 
or the actual share certificate. 





IN BRIEF 


Lincoln Unit Trust Managers fined by Imro 


lmra the UK investments watchdog, has fined Lincoln Unit Trust 
Managers and UV a total of £20,000. It said Lincoln breached 
Imro rules by not paying about a quarter of money received from 
around 700 personal equity plan (PEP) applications, into a client 
money bank account within the required period between January 
1994 and Januaiy 1995. It added that between April 1993 ana 
February 1995, Lincoln did not have adequate procedures for mon- 
itoring that orders were executed as soon as reasonably practi- 


cable. It said LTV did not adequately monitor the suitability of 

f the 


investments or the propriety of allocations. At the time o, 
breaches LJV was a bind manager with portfolios of approximately 
fl.lbn. Lincoln, an authorised trust manager, ran nine unit trusts 
and PEPS. Both firms have remedied the deficiencies and will 
pay costs of £30,000. 


18 indicted over US stock fraud 


A federal grand jury in New York indicted 18 people arrested 
for penny-stock fraud following an FBI sting operation in Octo- 
ber. Mary Jo White, the US Attorney in New York, said that, if 
convicted, the people could face maximum prison sentences rang- 
ing from five to 20 years and fines ranging from $250,000 to more 
than Sim. Those indicted are among 45 people arrested by Federal 
agents in a nationwide crackdown on fraudulent stock sales. The 
arrests were the most ever in a stock fraud case. A total of 22 
people have now been indicted, according to Brace Ohr, one of 
the assstant US attorneys in charge of the prosecutions. Trial dares 
have not yet been scheduled. 


Omnicom makes giant PR acquisition 


Omnioom, one of the the world's largest public relations com- 
panies has confirmed its status by buying Fleischman-HiDard, the 
sixth largest company world-wide, in a deal valued at up to SlOOm 
(£62m). Fleischman-Hfliard will be combined with ftnter Noveffi 
International, already owned by Omnicom, with Fleischman- 
HQlard’s chairman John Graham as chairman and ceo. 


Eastern aims to increase gas customers 


Eastern Group, the power company, said it aimed to double the 
rate of growth in its domestic gas business in trials of residential 
competition under way in the South of England. Jim Whelan, East- 
ern’s director of energy trading, said the group had 75,000 do- 
mestic gas customers in the thre. uial areas, giving it one of the 
largest market shares after British Gas. He said he wanted to sign 
up new customers at the rate of 6,000 a month, up from the cur- 
rent average of 3,000 a month. “We intend to grow this business 
quite aggressively,'' be added Eastern also announced plans to 
join with Rolls-Royce in a risk-sharing venture to supply gas to 
a power station project in the Midlands. The site, likely to cost 
about £35m to buDd. will use two Rolls-Royce turbines derived 
from the Trent aero-engine. Eastern will supply gas in a 15-year 
contract starting next year. 


Japan ready to act over fluctuating yen 


Recent movements of the yen in the foreign exchange market 


had been excessive and Japan would take appropriate measures 
in a timely manner. Japans Vk 


ke Finance Minister, Thdashi Qgawa, 
said. Asked whether japan and the US shared the same view on 
currencies, Mr Ogawa said: “We are of course keeping in close 
contact with US authorities.” Senior Ministry of Finance official, 
Hstike SakaJtibara, said intervention in foreign exchange mar- 
kets by Japanese authorities was possible if exchange rates de- 
viated greatly from economic fundamentals. Mr Sakakibara said 
the Group of Seven nations agreed at their February meeting in 
Berlin that exchange rates should reflect fundamentals, and should 
move in a stable manner and not excessively. “We are concerned 
[recent movements] have become too excessive,” be added 


NTT and MCI plan world-wide Net service 


Two prime Internet service providers in Japan and the US are 
to launch a joint venture to enable overseas travellers to access 
the Internet without contracting with a local Internet provider. 
The service provided by NTT Data of Japan and MCI of the US 
would save cut costs for overseas business travellers by sparing 
them the need to make expensive international calls to log on to 
the NeL A Japanese traveller to the US using the Internet for 
one hour during business hours would pay about ¥2,000 (£10) 
compared with the ¥7,800 charge for a one-hour international 
call. The new service is to be available in Japan and the United 
States in July, and later in Europe and other parts of Asia. NTT 
se me 


Data said it aimed to become the number one Internet service 


[ it pi 

to boost its annual revenues from Internet services to S2bn by 
2000, representing about 6 per cent of total revenues tty that date. 


Shareholders authorise Rank buy back 


Sir Denvs Henderson, chairman of Rank Group, said that the UK’s 
largest leisure company made generally good progress in the fizst 
quarter. Addressing the annual general meeting he said it had been 


m 


a quiet period for video releases, and lower operating profit r 

.“Our plans 


video duplication has broadly offset increases elsewhere, 
are ambitious and die outlook for the company is promising,” he 
added. Shareholders authorised the company to make market pur- 
chases of up to 10 per cent of its ordinary shares. Sir Denys said: 
“Whilst we have no immediate plan to exercise these powers, they 
represent an important additional option to ensure that we are 
in a position to deliver the best value to our shareholders' 1 . 


Safeway launches home shopping service 


Safeway is launching its first home shopping service, foDowing sim- 
ilar ventures by Sainsbury’s, Tesco and Somerfield. It claims to be 
tize first such service to offer weekly personalised shopping lists. 
Using a ready-made personalised shopping list, based on previous 
purchases, customers will be able to pre-order, by phone or fax, 
their household goods. Collect & Go staff will then select the shop- 
ping at the flore leaving it ready for collection by the shopper. 
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Adidas investors in £lbn bonanza 


Jim Levi 


Adidas yesterday announced 
that one of its main sharehold- 
ers was disposing of almost 12 
million shares, worth 050m. 
The sale will in effect make the 
original £20flm invested four 
years ago by Robert Louis- 
Dreyfus and four others for a 
76 per cent stake in the then 
loss-making German sports- 
wear giant worth £l.lbn. 

Mr Louis-Dreyfus. the 50- 
vear-old former chief executive 
of the Saatchi & Saatchi ad- 
vertising agency who once dated 
Kim Basinger, acquired his 
stake in Adidas for a reputed 
£200m from the controversial 
French e nlrepreneur- turned - 
politician, Bernard Tapie, and 
bankers Credit Lyonnais in 
April 1993. At the time the com- 
pany was racking up losses of 
more than £60m a year. 

Two years later he was able 
to sell 50 per cent of the shares 
in the company for£600m in a 
global public offering to lead- 
ing financial institutions. The 
flotation followed a dramatic 
recovery in the company’s sales 
and profits. 

Last month Mr Louis- Drey- 
fus was able to disclose a fur- 
ther profits spun in company. 
During 1996 sales soared by 75 
per cent to DM4.7bn (£1.7bn) 
and profits surged hv 50 per cent 
to DM440m {£l60m}. 

Both the Olympics in Atlanta. 
Georgia and the Euro 96 foot- 
ball championships in the UK 
proved a winning forum for the 
Adidas brand. The victorious 
German soccer team all wore 
Adidas products as did no fewer 
than 220 Olympic medallists. 

Now.wilh Adidas shares rid- 
ing high at around DM185, the 
final 26 per cent stake in the 
company held through a private 
Belgian company, Sogedim. is 
being sold for an additional 
050m. It makes the profit on 
the venture shared between 
four men and one woman work 
out at around £900m. 

David Bra inflow, 54, a little- 



Given the boot: Robert Louis-Dreyfus has disposed of 12 million shares in Adidas at a vast profit 


known financier running a med- 
ical publishing company in 
Hong Kong, collected the lion's 
share of the profits of £427m on 
the original shares flotation. 

He was a partner with Mr 
Louis Dreyfus in his first busi- 
ness venture - a market re- 
search company specialising in 
the pharmaceutical industry. 
Mr Bromilow now lives near 
Bangkok and his son Charles 


runs Adidas in Singapore. Mr 
Bromilow and and two other 
backers. Tom Russell, a Hon- 
da real estate developer, and 
Mary Friday, former secretary 
to Mr Louis-Dreyfus and now 
a lawyer in South Carolina, 
share a further £3 25m of the 
spoils between them. 

But for Mr Louis-Dreyfus 
personally, this is not a sell-out. 
He and Adidas boardroom col- 


league. Christian Tourrcs, the 
two driving forces in the busi- 
ness, have agreed to retain half 
the Sogedim shares on offer and 
hold them as private individu- 
ak The rest win be sold to other 
global financial institutions 
through a bookbuilding opera- 
tion organised by Union Bank 
of Switzerland. UBS was con- 
fident the placing would be 
quickly completed last night. 


lb underline his success in 
transfonningAdidas, Mr Louis- 
Dreyfus last nigjfl released first- 
quarter figures for 1997, 
showing sales up another 42 per 
cent at DM1.7bn and profits 37 
per cent ahead at DM235m. 

Last autumn, Mr Louis- 
Dreyfus signed another high- 
profile marketing agreement 
to sponsor the soooer World 
Cup in France next year. 


Good trial results 
boost Glaxo shares 


Magnus Grimond 

There was good news for both 
ends of the healthcare sector 
yesterday. Glaxo Wellcome an- 
nounced' encouraging results 
for its new hepatitis B treatment 
and medical products mumow 
Biocompatibles International 


imp: 

redt 


received the all-clear to launch 
a follow-on to its successful 
Prodear durable product into 
the fast-growing US market 
for replacement contact lenses. 

The news was worth 20p for 
Glaxo's share price, taking it to 
£11.08. while Biocompatibles' 
jumped S2.5p to £13.75. 

The results of the latest clin- 
ical trials into the effective- 
ness of lamivudine. better 
known as Epivir. the anti-Aids 
drug, on the hepatitis B virus 
were well received by analysts, 
although forecasts of eventual 
sales vary widely from £25 Gm up 
to £3bn or more. 

They will form part of a reg- 
ulatory filing in Asia later this 
year, ihe first rime the drugs 
group has asked for offidal ap- 
proval fora new drug in the East 
rather than the West. 

Glaxo said a study of 358 
Asian patients overseen by Pro- 
fessor C L Lai of Hong Kong 
had shown that between 59 
and 67 per cent of chronic suf- 
ferers had shown improvements 
to their livers, the organ at- 
tacked by the disease, after us- 
ing the orally administered drug 
fora period of 12 months. 

This compared with only 30 
per cent of those using place- 
bo drugs whose liver condition 
improved. 

The tests involved taking 
biopsies of the livers of the pa- 
tients involved to seek out the 


symptoms of the disease, which 
can lead to both fatal cirrhosis 
- or scarring - and cancer and 
is passed on like Aids through 
bodily fluids and from mothers 
to offspring. 

Glaxo said the results also 
compared well with the current 
treatment using interferon, 
where the equivalent per- 
centage was more like 30 to 40 
per cent. 

Other tests showed that 16 
per cent of patients using 
lamivudine resulted in unde- 


£ Lamivudine 
has the greatest 
commercial 
potential of any 
drug in Glaxo’s 
short-term 
pipeline 9 


tectable levels of the hepatitis 
B antigen in the blood, an 
indicator of the extent of the 
virus in the body. 

The potential market for 
lamivudine is huge. Hepatitis is 
carried by 350 million people 
around the world, of whom 95 
per cent are in developing coun- 
tries, particularly Asia, and 2 
million die every year. 

Glaxo said definitive con- 
clusions on the product would 
have to await further analysis, 
but described the latest results 
as “extremely encouraging" 


Analysts said the test results 
were in line with expectations, 
but their view of the prospects 
for lamivudine differ hugely. 
Stewart Adkins at Lehman 
Brothers has described lamivu- 
dine as having “the greatest 
commercial potential of any 
drug in Glaxo's short-term 
pipeline". Others, however, 
warned that the sample size was 
small and Glaxo still bad to deal 
with pricing issues in the main 
developing country markets, 
which are less able to pay for 
expensive drugs. 

One analyst suggested the 
company might effectively have 
to gjve the new drug away in de- 
veloping markets. Glaxo said it 
was “discussing how to make the 
product available in China", 
probably the biggest potential 
market anywhere but with 
limited resources. 

Lamivudine was discovered 
by BioChem Pharma, a Cana- 
dian company, and licensed to 
Glaxo. SraitbKline Beecbara 
of the UK and two US compa- 
nies, Gilead and Bristol Myers 
Squibb, are developing rival 
hepatitis B treatments, but they 
are at an earlier stage than 
Glaxo. 

Separately. Biocompatibles 
said it had won approval from 
the US Food and Drug 
Administration to market its 
new Proclear Compatibles 
monthly replacement contract 
lens products. Launched in the 
UK and northern Europe in 
February, the authorisation 
opens up the 5800m US soft 
lens market. The group's Pro- 
clear durable lens, which has 
been on the market for two 
years, achieved £3m sales out of 
the group's £1 lm iota! for 1996. 
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Win a Seven Seas Action Plan 50+ Pack 
and a Fleece Jacket 

People at 50 today have a 
much greater life expectancy 
than an\ previous generation. 

A diet high in vital nutrients, 
and regular exercise will help 
you lo slay healthy into your 
50's. 60's and beyond. So 
Seven Sous has developed 
Action Plan 5Q+, a new range 
of health supplements to help 
the over 50‘s stay feeling a stylish fleece jacket in brick 
>oung and looking great. It is red. together worth £80! 



available in two formulations: 
General Health Formula and 
Energy. Seven Seas arc 
offering 14 lucky readers a 
pack of Action Platt 50+ 
General Health Formula plus 


All you have to do to for 
your chance to win is call 

liESlfahMEl 

And answer the simple 
question on line 


CjU- ,c-i r*T immiti* al jII unit*- Winner ptcfcrf ai rindon atlux lines ■4a-: 

l^li ^ptJ I -til Vn<t|iap..T puNrJnng nilo EAnr, Ayj.Kti p fan! 


Pru sells 
Vita firm 

Prudential yesterday struck its 
second deal in a week, selling 
its Italian life assurance com- 
pany, Prudential Vita, to Royal 
& Sun Alliance for £46 hl 

The move follows Pru’s deci- 
sion to top up its state in J Roth- 
schild Assurance to 29.9 percent 
at a cost of around £30ih. 

Keith Bedell-Pcarce. Pro's 
director of international de- 
velopment, said: “The sale of 
our Italian operations com- 
pletes the disposal of our rela- 
tively small life companies in 
continental Europe. For the 
moment our strategic focus is on 
the UK, US and Asia Pacific.’' 

Prudential Vitas premium in- 
come was £5 2m last year while 
Royal & Sun's Italian operations 
produced £I3m. David Barker, 
Royal’s head of international life 
operations, said: “We view the 
Italian market very positively." 


IN BRIEF 


Profits rise at Rattibone Brothers 

Rath bone Brbthers, the banking and financial advisory services 
group, announced an increase in taxable profits for last year from 
£7-36m to £9.6 lm. The final dividend is 7.5p, lifting the total pay- 
out from lOp to 11 -5p- Oliver Stanley, chairman, said all pails of 
the group made good progress, especially Laurence Keen since 
its acquisition in 1995. The purchase of Neilson Cobbold would 
produce earnings enhancement from 1997, he said. Mr Slanley 
is to step down and will be succeeded by Micky IngalL 

All systems go at Tracker Network 

Tracker Network, the prorider of systems to aid the recovery of 
stolen vehicles, moved from losses of £1.6m to taxable profits of 
£210,000 last year. Earnings per share were 4p, compared with 
losses of 30-5p. Ralph Kan ter, chairman, said: “The new year has 
started positively, with unit sales in the first quarter up 20 per 
cent on the same period in 1996." Recoveries of stolen vehicles 
fitted with the Tracker system exceed 1,750, and the total value 
of-stolen vehicles recovered as a result is estimated to exceed £21m. 

Reflec poised to buy group of companies 

Reflec said it planned to buy an unnamed group of companies 
involved in the processing of mkro-paitides for the chemicals 
plastics industries for around £23m- The company has suspended 
dealings in its shares on the Alternative Investment Market pend- 
ing the conclusion of the deal, which is expected late next month 
and which will be funded by an issue of shares. 

Premier expands interest in Kyle block 

Premier Oil has acquired a further 15 per cent interest in Block 
29/2c, which includes the Kyle Field, from Mobil North Sea for 
an undisclosed sum. This brings Premier’s interest in the block 
to 35 per cent. Following the disposal by Mobil, Premier Oil said 


planned to complete the appraisal of Kyle with a further wen m 
1997 followed by an extended well test, leading to early devel- 
opment of the field. Premier said the purchase marked a new phase 
in its presence in the North Sea where, in the short term, it would 
concentrate on a limited number of core areas. 

Avocet Mining boosts gold operations 

A voce t Mining has expanded its gold operations in Malaysia by 
acquiring a 60 per cent stake in Damar Consolidated Exploration. 


The company also has an option to purchase a further 36.8 per 
cent stake in the next two years. Funding for the 60 per cent stake 
will come from an issue of 1.1 milli on Avocet shares, worth more 
slightly more than £Z23m. The acquisition provides Avocet with 
additional acreage in the vicinity of its Penjom mine. 

Losses fall at Wyefield 

Wyefield, the maker of upholstered furniture, reported a fall in 
first-half losses from £491,000 to £337,000, but said the value of 
net assets had fallen below 50 per cent of the issued share capi- 
tal. Preston Rabl chairman, explaining the fall in net assets, said: 
“The performance of the group continues to improve but the third 
quarter is not as yet profitable.” He said hew models introduced 
were beginning to succeed, but during the quarter to March the 
UK market place had been flat and Germany remained diffi- 
cult.- However, it is expected that the fourth quarter, although 
traditionally weak, will show an improvement on the third," Mr 
Rabl said. 

Swallowfield puts on a confident face 

Swallawfield, the maker of aerosols and cosmetic products, in- 
creased profits before tax in 1996 from £2,69m to £3-5ra. Tbtal 
dividend is raised from 6.5p to 73p through a 4 Jp final [payment. 
The company said 1997 had started well and it was confident that 
•progress made last year would continue. 
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THE INVESTMEN T COLUMN 

edited by TOM Stevenson 

Question mark over 
RMC as German 
boom fades away 


A couple of years back no- 

/\ one had a bad word for 
XjLRMC as it rode what 
hstory has proved to be an 
artificial boom in Germany's 
massive construction market. 
Tax breaks and the after-effects 
of reunification created a 
. couple of bumper years in 
1994 and 1995 and because it 
is basically a better business 
than the other big British 
player in Germany, Redland, 
. RMC cashed in. 

Now there are question 
marks over the company that 
never existed before. The 
change in exchange rate pol- 
icy yesterd ay looked danger- 
ously like an attempt to boost 
profits artificially at the end of 
a difficult year and analysts are 
starting to grumble, rightly, 
about the company’s old- 
school presentational style, 
winch means an archeofogtcal 
dig is required to get to 
essential information such as 
individual country rales and 
profit contributions. 

The other real concern about 
RMC is that it is over-exposed 
to one huge but troubled econ- 
omy. The company says Ger- 
maz^r accounts for aboat a third 
of Emope’s construction spend- 
mg SO rt is right that it should 
r ep r e s e n t a similar proportion 
of RMCs turnover. But if the 
mid-1990s boom proves to be 
unrepeatable, as some brokers 

mauds ofEMU r p^afrirari an, 
RMC needs to beef up its 
o peration s elsewhere. 

Onef executive Peter 'Young 
points to the US, but it only 
represents a tenth of sales. Its 
operations in Europe outride 
France and Germany are go- 
ing well as is Israel, but they 
axe too snail in moup terms to 
mate a real difference. At 
home, the second-biggest mar- 
ket, the government's refusal 
to reverse the massive under- 
investment in the country’s 
physical fabric means the UK 
can hardly be relied on to 
provide any growth. 

RMC is a very conservative 
organisation and has tradi- 
tionally shunned the sortof ex- 
pansion by acquisition that 
has seen Irish rival CRH grow 
from nowhere to become one 
of the industry's dominant 
players. There is nothing 
wrong with the company's pre- 
ferred route of investing heav- 
ily mils existing businesses, but 
it is a much longer process and 
time is not on its side. 

The company's shares have 


fallen almost £2 from their 
peak Iasi September of 1 195a, 
when the market quite simply 
misread what was going on in 
Germany. Al996fip. down 45p 
yesterday, they trade on 135 
times forecast earnings for 1998 
on the basis of expected prof- 
its of £345m after £3 10m this 
year. That compares with a 
sector average for 1998 of 1 1.9. 

That sort of premium only 
makes sense if you believe 
either the company's man- 
agement is vastly superior to 
the competition or Germany 
is about to pick up faster than 
people fear or both. This is a 
well-run company, but that 
sort of rating leaves no room 
for error. Expensive. 

Welcome profits 
from Friendly 

N ew management led by 
chief executive Tony 
Potter are at last start- 
ing to make a difference to 
Friendly Hotels. After less 
than a year in the hot scat, the 
former veteran of Ladhrokc 
and Hilton International has 
raised occupancy in the hotels 
business from 61.8 per cent to 
63.1 per cent last year and 
average room rates by 5 per 
cent to £31.41. 

The performance is still 
below the industry’s best, 
particularly up-market groups 
operating in London where 
Friendly is absent, but things 
are cleariy moving in the right 
direction. 


In the first quarter of the 
current year. Mr Ritter has 
added another 2 percentage 
points to occupancy and a 
very handy H per cent m 
room rates. 

Although Friendly returned 
to black in the year to last 
Christmas Eve. reporting 
profits of £4.47m to replace 
losses of j&Hftm yesterday, the 
underhing improvement is 
obscured by the continuing 
presence of the loss-making 
serviced office business. The 
decisiun to sell that operation 
led to a £9.6m charge in 1995, 
but the good news is that 
Friendly is now in talks with 
a publicly quoted and sub- 
stantial buyer. 

Stripping out the offices, 
the wholly owned hotels op- 
eration raised its profits 
£4.82m to £5 .52m last year. 
The business, situated in Ihe 
cutthroat middle market, has 
clearly benefited from the 
master franchising agreement 
with Choice Hotels Interna- 
tional, one of the biggest US 
groups, agreed last year. 

The hotels arc "all now 
rebranded as either Comfort 
Inns or Quality Hotels and Mr 
Potter saw "that up to a 
quarter of the business now 
comes via Ihe Choice net- 
work. 

Meanwhile, expansion of 
the group's 56 -strong chain 
continues apace. 

Profit* of £5.4m this year 
would put the shares, down 
2_5p at 154p. on a forward 
multiple of 13. Reasonable 
value. 
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Stylish season for French Connection 


W hat a difference ay ear makes. Twelve 
months ago fashion group French 
Connection was looking distinctly 
frayed at the edges. Two profits warnings dur- 
ing 1995 had knocked the shares down to 149p 
and investors were waxy after problems in the 
US and the wholesaling division. 

Si nce t hen the group's fortunes have been 
resurgent. Upbeat trading statements have 
helped the shares to double in value in the year 
and they surged to a high of 345p this week. 
With full -year profits just ahead of expectations 
at £6 -2m profit taking yesterday sliced 20p off 
the stock to 325p. 

Even so, the French Connection recovery 
has been impressive. The French Connection 
and Nicole Fhrhi retail formats have traded well 
with like-fox-like sales up by 21-6 per cent across 
the group, though this was from a low base the 
previous year. The sales were boosted bv bet- 
ter product, competitive pricing and the more 
buoyant mood on the high street. 


With much of the cost base fixed, the 
higher sales dropped through to the bottom 
line and profits in the retail division shot from 
£800,000 to £L9m in the year. Current trading 
is more mixed, with the OK still showing same 
store sales growth of 20 per cent. But in the 
US the spring season has been slower. 

Looking forward the group is planning to 
add to itsportfolio of 29 UK stores and 13 in 
the US. Four more wfl] open in each region 
this year, increasing the selling space by 30 per 
cent. It also plans to extend its franchise op- 
eration with three stores this year. More con- 
cessions will open in Denmark while the Hong 
Kong business will be developed. 

The aim is to make both French Connec- 
tion and Nicole Farhi global brands and 
chairman Stephen Marks is currently visiting 
Japan to develop the concept there. 

On Nat West’s forecasts of £7Jra this year 
the shares trade on a forward rating of 16. Af- 
ter the recent run that is probably about right. 


Dispute with network 
eats into profits at CIA 


Chris Hughes 


A dispute with the ITV network 
and a disposal costing £2.6m 
forced annual pre-tax profits at 
CIA, the advertising space and 
airtime buyer, down 26 per 
cent to £4.9m. However, un- 
derlying pre-tax profits were up 
12 per cent to 0.5m and the 
group said it was confident 
about prospects. 

The group reached a £2m set- 
tlement with the ITV network 
after it committed itself to deals 
it could not fulfil- It is under- 
stood the settlement was less 
than the value of the deals. 

Chris Ingram, chairman, said 
the dispute was costly both in 
terms of senior management 
time and money, but added: 
“It’s very much behind us now. 
We have made changes lo en- 
sure it does not happen again 
The experience has not been 
without some benefit.” 

The disposal of the grot 
interest in Mansfield Lang 
reel Media cost £600,000. 


Turnover in 19% jumped 28 
per cent to 074m in a global 
market estimated ro bare grown 
by7 per cent. Overseas turnover 
chmbcd 69 percent to make up 
two-fifths of the total. 

The total volume of billings 
placed by the group was up 27 
per cent to £1.15bn. Overseas 
operating profits grew 23 per 
cent, while UK operating prof- 
its grew 9 per ceru before ex- 
ceptional costs. 

“It was a solid UK perfor- 
mance, but it was not a storm- 
ing year.” said Mr Ingram. 

Overseas turnover will grow 

fester than UK turnover, but we 

still expect growth in the UK 
market” 

CIA said it aimed to make the 

world’s top six media buyers 
within four years. It is current- 
ly I4th and has a market share 
of less than 5 per cent. 

“It is an expensive market to 
enter. This will result in a peri- 
od of consolidation. We are in 
an exceptionally strong posi- 
tron.” Mr Ingram said. 


ibuyi 

independents and reduce its de- 
pendence on the traditional 
media buying business, he said. 

Investment activities include 
CIA Televisual, which develops 
the television version of “ad- 
vertorials", programmes where 
the advertiser has a say in the 

programme’s content, tt is also 

developing web site marketing. 

Television advertisements 
were becoming less influential 
with the growth of programme 
sponsorship and subscription 
television. Mr Ingram said CIA 
was in the process of becoming 
an all-round, international me- 
dia communications agency 
rather than a media buyer. 

"We could wail to see what 
other people do, but we want to 
use the new technology fust." 

Earnings per share were 
down 58 per cent to 3.23p, bul 
the final dividend was raised! 
from 1.62pto i.77p, slashing re-’ 
tained profits from £2.2m to 
£360,000. Shares dosed up 5n 
at 161 Jp. 1 1 
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Labour’s confusion is a windfall for utilities stocks 
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Utilises provided the exdte- 
mem as Footsie climbed above 
4300 pomts. Buy signals from 
loe Schroders investment 
house and Labour’s sudden 
display of confusion over the 
scope of the threatened wind- 
fall tax produced determined 
buying with United Utilities 
hading the way, up 265 p to 
o 7 Gp. 

Sdiroders was thought to be 
telling clients water shares 
could experience a 4 ) per cent 
upside with UU identified as 
hs preferred investment. 

Uncertainty over the extent 
of Labour's much heralded 
tax and, indeed, doubts about 
its privatisation policy spread 
the buying throughout the for- 
mer nationaHsedgroups. 

Much of the interest ap- 
peared to come from private 
investors. Said Ma rshall Whit- 
mg at $oti£t£ Gendrale Strauss 
Turnbull; 

“Most of the fund managers 
have made an investment de- 


cision on the utilities and are 
sticking with it." 

In the past few weds former 
nationalised groups have ben- 
efited from a dramatic, change 
in the stodc market's estimates 
of the 1 impact of a Labour 
government. Panmure Gor- 
don, UBS and OnSdit Lyonnais 
Laing have played down the 
damage of a win dfall tax and . 
the prospect of greater regn- 

makes it to No 10 . 

There is a feeling any 
changes will have little rele- 
vance to dividend growth and 
some even believe they could 
prove beneficial. 

The outbreak of interest in 
utilities is the first time the elec- 
tion camp aign has provided 
any significant excitement in 
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maimed indifferent since John 
Major started the dash to 
polling day. 

In the past two campaigns 
the privatised groups have had 


volatile times and the market 
has also been much more 
tense. The extent of the 
Labour lead m the opinion 
polk has blunted the election 

shenanigans. But if the Labour 
advantage continues to de- 
cline and the party remains 
spfil on the windfall tax and pri- 
vatisation then shares could 
wake np to the election with 
prices responding to the 
sounds of political gunfire. 

The main utilities made 
progress with the leading wa- 
ter companies higher and the 
generators in fine form. 

Otheis where the windfall tax 
hovers moved, ahead; BT, with 
help from SocGen and SBC 
^krbtug. rose 9 p to 4425 p; 


British Airways lip to 656 Jp 
and Rail track lOp to 429 . 5 p. 

Footsie ended 20.9 points, 
higher at 43132 , with a hesi- 
tant New York opening 
shrugged asi de - 
Among other blue chips 
Mercury Asset Management 
put on 19 - 5 p to l, 274 p as 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson 
switched its advice to buy. 

Drugs had a rather more sub- 
dued time although Glaxo 
Wellcome rose 20 p to L 1083 p 
on encouraging trials of Its 
Lamivudine drug in hepatitis B 
t reatme nt. JKoceaqMifMeg In- 
tenmlional roseSZSp to L 375 p 
raa US clearance for its Prodear 
replacement contact lens. 
Analysts’ meetings left 


Granada unchanged at 9 Q 53 p; 
British Steel's slide continued 
with Morgan Stanley and Sa- 
lomon Brothers adding to the 
negative sentiment. The shares 
fefl L 5 pto 14 & 5 pi Unflevorose 
25 - 5 p to l, 55 9 p on "V^feiburg 
support. FKL the engineer, 
was little changed at lS 6 l 5 p de- 
spite a UBS buy signal 

Tate & Lyle, die sweetener 
group, rose 8 p to 444 p on sug- 
gestions it could attract a 
takeover approach; results are 
due soon. 

Verity was back in demand, 
up 4 3 p to Sl.TSp. Its wafer-thin 
sound system hi now been tak- 
en up by Samsung, the Korean 
giant. Verity has alreadylinked 
with Japanese giant NEC. Its 
Shares were 9 . 75 p in July. 

Tracker Network's return to 
profits drove the shares 40 p 
ahead to 575 p and Betacwn 

moved to a new 12 month high, 
up 4 p to 70 p, on speculation 
about Alan Sugar's plans for his 
third string quoted company. 


Wiggins, die property group, 
held at 10 p as MAMs revealed 
it had buOt a 3.41 per cent 
shareholding; South Country 
Homes dxmbed 4 p to 3025 p on 
vague talk of bid action. 

JN Nichols, the soft group 
famed for Vim ta was 9 p higher 
at 195 . 5 p on rumoured inter- 
est Bass, the brewing giant con- 
trolling the Britvic soft drinks 
enterprise, was put forward as 
a Kkdy buyer. Wedderhum, the 
property group which has 
evolved as on oil trader fol- 
lowing an acquisition, shaded 
l_ 5 p to 2 & 5 p. It is fell it has an- 
other oil bid in its sights. 

Rdyon, the bed maker also 
involved in closed circuit TV, 
moved 3 p higher to 3533 p. 
Stockbroker Granville Davies 
believes the shares are under- 
valued. It forecasts profits will 
hit £EL 5 m this year, against 
£ 7 m, and then stretch to 
£ 9 . 4 m_ With £ 9 - 3 m in the hank 
the group could be set for 
takeover expansion. 


Taking Stock 


O Simon Engineering rose 2 p 
to 45 . 5 p as stories resurfaced 
that acquisitive Rutland TVust 
would bid. Last mouth Simon 
admitted it had held co-oper- 
ation talks with Rutland 
which has Thamesporf, the 
deep water container port in 
the Thames Estuaiy, A cash 
and shares bid could come in 
around 55 p. 

D Commonwealth Gold, with 
interests in Botswana, 

Liberia. New Zealand and 
Zimbabwe, arrived on Ofex 
through an introduction. The 
shares opened at 40 p. dosing 
at 35 p, pricing the company 
at £ 84 m. Amalia, a South 
African group, has 35 per 
cent. Com gold raised £ 17 m 
and will seek more cash later. 

□ The spring sunshine has 
lifted compost sales of 
William Sinclair by’ 35 per 
cent; the shares flowered 7 p 
to 227 . 5 p. 
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£23bn tidal wave of free shares 
threatens to engulf market 


No time for the age ctf steam 

in Railtrack’s schedules 


Over (he next six months a tidal 
wave will hit the stock market - 

£23bn worth of free shares which are 
being distributed to 19 minin g in- 
vestors as some the countiy’s biggest 
building societies and insurers aban- 
don their mutual status and head for 
Stock Exchange listings. How will 
the markets cope and what will hap- 
pen to the value of thee nest eggs 
being handed to one-third of the 
adult population? 

If only a fraction of the new share- 
holders decide to selL the pressure 
on dealing systems could be im- 
mense. Salomon Brothers predicts 
that 20 per cent of the windfall 
shares will be sold in the next year, 
rising to up to 50 per cent of the 
shares if their prices rise sharply. 
The American bank conducted a 
survey with Mori in which one in 
eight respondents said they planned 
uT sell their shares immediately. 
That could mean 2.4 million peo- 


Some 19 million investors in societies 
and insurers pose an unprecedented 
challenge, reports Chris Hughes 


pie trying to deal on a stock mar- 
ket that averages a daily turnover 
of around 40.000 transactions. A fur- 
ther one in eight intended to sell 
some shares in the first year. 

When the Alliance & Leicester 
floats on 21 April, many share- 
holders will be tempted to sell 
their entire holding via A&Ls offer 
of a dealing service free to those de- 
ciding to sell all their shares in the 
first three days' dealing. 

Barclays Stockbrokers is expect- 
ing a selling spree and has set up a 
telephone dealing service for the 
A&L flotation. But director Justin 
Urquhart Stewart is urging share- 
holders to exercise restraint. 

“I would be desperately keen to 
encourage people not to sell their 
shares." he said. He may be right 
Over a half of the shareholders cre- 
ated by the Abbey National's con- 
version into a bank held on to their 
shares and have seen the value of 
their investment rise by 500 per cent 
True. Abbey National hit the mar- 
ket at a time of high inflation and 
it may not be the best indicator of 
the prospects for the likes of the 
Halifax and Woolwich, but history 
suggests the- shares could perform 
well initially. 

One reasons the shares are ex- 
pected to rise is the anticipated des- 
peration of so-called tracker funds 


to get a slice of the action. Tracker 
funds are duty-bound to buy into ail 
the shares in w hich ever index 
(usually the FTSE 100) they follow. 
Because aD the shares will be issued 
to ordinary account- and mort- 
gage-holders, those big institutional 
funds will have no exposure at all 
when the shares start trading. 

No one knows how they wfli act 
to bufld up their positions, which are 
already dangerously low in the 
banking sector. According to one 
analyst, the damage started in 1989, 
with the Abbey National flotation. 
“Although 20 per cent of the stock 
was sold in the first six months, the 
flow from private to institutional in- 
vestors was very slow after that, at 
about 5 per cent a year," be said. 

The summer’s proposed flota- 
tions mean the situation can only get 
worse. The exposure of funds to the 
sector is already only about 69 per 
cent of where it should be. The 
Allian ce & Leicester flotation will 
probably shift the underweighting 
down to 67 per cent, with Halifax 
taking it down to 56 per cent. 

What this does not necessarily 
mean, however, is that new share- 
holders can be certain of entering 
a seller's market from day one. One 
possibility is that cracker funds will 
buy into other high street banks to 
keep their stakes in line with the sec- 


tor’s weighting in the index. Their 
shares have been rising over the last 
year in anticipation. 

The Exchange has decided the 
earliest date the A&L and Halifax 
could be included on the index is 23 
June, but shares start trading on 21 


April and early June respectively. 
This should help prevent an artifi- 


This should help prevent an artifi- 
cial boost to prices bat it is unclear 
how successful the device will prove. 

“There could be a rush on the first 
clay's trading, or things could be 
quiet until 22 June," one observer 
said. “When Orange floated, the 
shares were forced up to £2J50 and 
the highest price was readied on the 
eve of the snares entering the index. 
What we wiD probably see is orderly 
buying throughout the period prior 
to index entry.” 

The tracker funds will not want 
to create a rush on the shares and 
could hold back in early days to de- 
press the price. This would hit pri- 
vate shareholders hoping to cash in 
early. When Abbey National floated 
in 1989, its share price fell 8p from 
153p in the first days of tradiQg. 

What is certain is that as soon as 
the issues make the index, the 
trackers wfll be forced to buy. almost 
regardless of price. If people rush 
to sell, Barclays’ telephone dealing 
facility, a partnership with HL aims 
to offer a service to people who are 


Institution 


Alliance & 

Leicester 

Halifax 

Norwich Union 
Woolwich 


Colonial Mutual 
Northern Rock 


Dealings 

Payout 

Shareholders 

Est average 

begin 

(£bn) 

(million} 

holcfing value 
(£) 

21 April 

2.3-2 .6 

2.4 

1,100 

early June 

10.4-12.0 

8.5 

1.300 

mid June 

3 

2.9 

1,000 

7 July 

3.4 

2.6 

1,300 

Septanber 

0.6 

1.1 

500 

summer 

0.3 

0.35 

1,000 

October 

13 

0.9 

1,400 


23 

19 



unfamiliar with stockbrokers. 
Callers will be greeted by a com- 
puterised voice, offering them the 
choice of buying or selling shares, 
or putting them into a PEP. Trans- 
actions will be handled by an op- 
erator and the proceeds paid into 
the caller’s bank account. 

Richard Hunter. NatWest's as- 
sistant director of share-dealing 
services, says Nat West aims to 
spread excess demand over a vari- 
ety of dealing channels, including 
personal computers. “We will have 
extra staff on hand, but by offering 
a selection of dealing methods, we 
hope to avoid any problems.’' 

If the Exchange is unable to 
process the sales, though, the bro- 
kers' preparations to court the 
shareholders could be in vain. A 
large number of small -value sales 
presents the Exchange with a chal- 
lenge, since it is accustomed to 
larger deals. 

Crest, the Exchange's computer 
system, was introduced last year and 
is already coming under strain. In 
January it was up graded to cope 
with the transferor FTSE 100 com- 
panies from the existing Talisman 
system. 

To prevent Crest cracking under 
the strain, brokers will accumulate 
their clients' sale orders and sell in 
one go, either every hour, or when 
they have gathered a significant 
quantity of shares. 

This will spare brokers the im- 
practical task of in-putting the price 
of each transaction and sending a 
note to the registrar of the client's 
details. Instead, they will in-put a sin- 
gle large sain and send a covering 
note detailing the various clients* 
involved in it 

Fears are growing, however, that 
the new shareholders may actually 
want to increase their stake rather 
than cash in on it - one of the most 
frequently asked questions on 
A&Ls flotation hotline. 

Michael Saunders, UK economist 
at Salomon Brothers, says it is 
impossible to be certain whether the 
windfalls will be cashed in at all. 
Salomon's survey found the largest 
payouts would be to people who are 
middle-aged, richer and more 
financially sophisticated, and there- 
fore more likely to bold on to shares. 


Railtrack is about to evict Thomas 
the Thnk Engine, leaving London’s 
only working steam train museum 
without a home. The Southall 
Railway Centre in west London has 
recently been told that Railtrack 

does not intend to renew its lease 
on 21 July. Instead, RaD track is to 
sign the lease to Flying Scotsman 
Railways, owned by Dr Tony 
Marchmgton, who wiQ be able to 
park his 30 Pullman coaches in the 
Southall engine shed. 

The centre is currently run by 
the GWR Preservation Society, a 
group of volunteers that runs 10 
engines from the she, inducting a 
number of historic steam engines. 
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Robert Zarywacz of the group 
says: “At the beemnine of Mar 


says: “At the beginning of March 
we were notified by Rail track that 
they wouldn’t be renewing the 
lease. It was rather a shock. We’ve 
been talking to Railtrack, and 
before them to British Rail, about 
the site since 1986. We’re trying to 
find out why they did this. They 
certainly didn't consult us." 

' The group runs steam weekends, 
usually themed as “Meet Thomas 
the Tank Engine", during which 
their locos are fitted with cartoon 
faces and carry thousands of 
members of the public hither and 
thither. There are even plans to set 
up a regular steam link between 
Southall and Brentford. 

So how does Sir Bob Horton, 
Rail tr ack’s chairman, feel about 
being cast as the hearties Fat 
Controller? After all, isn't the new 
Flying Scotsman service being 
based in the Yorkshire Dales? 

A Railtrack spokesman admits 
that its decision “has come over as 
a bit heartless". It had taken a 
commercial decision that Flying 
Scotsman Railways had a business 
proposition, with prospects of an 
expulsion of business in the 
future. “While the GWR group 
have a lot of plans, they are only 
plans at the moment” 

“We've offered them alternative 
sites, but they’re not veiy happy 
about that,” the spokesman said. 

Indeed not So if you want a last 
chance to see the GWR's trains in 
action, get down to Southall this 
Saturday for their steam weekend. 





Evicted: Thomas the Ttak Engine will have to leave Southall 


millionaires are all under 40. 
According to a survey by 
Hemmington Scott, published in 
the latest edition of the Price 
Waterhouse Corporate Register. 
quoted Britain has created 36 
miDkmaires under 40; eight of 
them have yet to read} 35. 

At the top of the league is 
Daniel Chiu, a 36-year-old scion 
of the Hong Kong business 
dynasty, who is vice-chairman of 
Rmune Oil. Educated at Sussex 
University, Mr Chiu co-founded 
Kmgsleigh in 1989 when he was 
still under 30. He reversed into 
Bladdand to form Fortune Oil and 
made his own fortune in the 
process. His 3423 per cent stake 
m the company is worth nearly 
£50m today. 

Then there's Stephen S treater, 
managing director of Eidos, who 
set up his video software company 
in 1990, with the help of two 
friends. Then aged a mere 24. he 
could barely raise the £4 for his 
stake which is now worth £40m. 

So it (foes seem as if millionaires 
are getting younger. Hemmington 
found that of the 3,031 executive 
directors of folly listed and AIM- 
quoted companies who owned up 
to their age, 282 are under 40 and 
40 are under 35. Pass the nappies. 


annual housebuilder awards^ 
dinner in London. Sir Laurie 
Barra tt. chairman or Barrett 
Developments, was one of Mr < 
Monkhouse's many victims when 
he stepped up to receive a prize. 
Sir Laurie was the kind oF man 
who, if he was drowning 20 feet 
from the shore, you'd ehuek turn a 
15ft rope, said Mr Monkhouse. 

You could then walk away secure 
in the knowledge that you had met 
him half way. 

As the assembled multitude 



juineas 

Cecil's 




collapsed in mirth. Mr Monkhouse 

followed up with: “He's almost 
. : k... .....n 


impossible to ignore - Hut well 
worth the effort." 

Sir Laurie took it in gotxl 
humour, as did the rest. With (he 
housebuilding market on the 
rebound he can afford to smile. 


Here’s another depressing list 
about the rich, but one that really 
rubs salt into the wound. These 


The comedian Bob Monkhouse 
was in wicked form on Wednesday 
night at Building magazine's 


How limes change. Heron 
International has appointed a 
development director. Tony 
Leyland of George Wimpev. it 
only seems like yesterday that 
Gerald Ronson. chief executive of 
Heron, was saving time in Ford 
Open Prison while Heron groaned 
under debts of over £lbn. Heron 
has signed deals worth over £40Um 
this year, mainly in continental 
leisure projects, and Mr Lcvinnd 
will be closely involved in that 
expansion. Quite a comeback. 


John Willcock 
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Rymer set to ride tall 



T3:ny Rymer stands head and 
shoulders above his rivals, which 
is something of a disadvantage 
for a motorcycle racer. At 6ft 2m, 

walkmg tali in the pit lane is nev- 
er a problem, but lucked behind 
the small protective shell of a 
Japanese racing machine's fair- 
ing requires an uncomfortable 
crouch - a Nippon tuck - that 
can leave limbs ac hing after a 
bard ride in the saddle. 

For all that, though, Rymer 
* the “Lanky Londoner” - 
does not see his relative height 
as a handicap in a world of 
bantamweight-sized competi- 
tors. “Overall it is a disadvan- 
tage," he conceded, “but in 
some cases it’s an advantage. 
You’re strong enough to move 
the bike around, and it helps 
with wind resistance on break- 
ing. It's good for everyday life 
- 1 like being tall But, riding a 
motorbike, it gives you a pain 
in the neck and back, literally.” 

Ibct is, however, he is more 
than happy to peer above the 
beads of his peers and on Sun- 


Andrew Martin on a big man in the 
short world of British Superbike racing 

d^.fbDowi^tte first race of this wheeled bronco something of a 
srason sMCN British Superb ike handful, but his performances 
Championship at Donington made those who bad not already 
ftuk^-Ry mer hopes to cast his sighted Rymer’s conspicuous 
elongated shadow from thehjgb- frame and talent take notice. 
^^t^ofthewirmer’spcKfhnn. “Riding 500s you have to be 
Such confidence resul ts from veiy fir and know exactiywhatyou 
uavmg landed one of two rides are doina,” be said, “and be dis- 
on the factory learn Kawasaki oplinedm mmd and body. Also 
ZX-7RR- A good, experienced it taught me about throttle con- 
nder on a capable machine troL With that power under- 
amounts to a heap of pluses neath your right wrist - 190bhp 
where winning margins and lap and 2Q0mph phis - one tiny mis- 
times are often separated by the take (which 1 found out a couple 
width of a tyre. of times) and ifs not a very pleas- 

season Rymer, the 1992 ant experience, because when 
World Endurance champion, . 500s flick you off they really 
proved he was capable of com- flick you hard I was good for my 
peting with the bek. Having im- experience and Tm Tiding better 
pressed on a works Dtzcati in than Vve ever ridden now.” 
world Supe rbikes, he stood in Rymer has expectations of a 

for the injured Daryl Beattie, smoother ride m the British 
landing a 500cc grand prix ride Championship, where he feces 
on the Lucky Strike Suzuki a formidable Aallenge from the 
Rymer readily admits that he reigning champion, Niall 
found the awesome two- Mackenzie, on the Cadbury’s 


Boost Yamah a and the Reve 
Dticati pairing of John Reynolds 
and Steve Hislop. 

Rymer’s confidence is furth a - 
fortified by some blistering test 
times ana a third place in last 
Sunday’s “shakedown race", the 
Race of the Year at Malkay Park. 

That the series has captured 
the public's imagination is dear 
from the BBCs decision to ex- 
tend its coveragp of the event and 
that last season some 140,000 
spectators saw the action Eve. 

“This year Iwas offered aride 
by Suzuki to do the world en- 
durances and testing; on the 
500s,” Rymer added, “but I 
chose to do the British Champ- 
ionship with Kawasaki because 
ifs going to be bigger and big- 
ger. I’d rather stay m the UK and 
win races here and keep ray pro- 
file high than race warid Su- 
perbikes with an uncompetitive 
machine, finishing 12th*}, I3ths 
and 14tbs. You’re certainly not 
doing yourself justice and not en- 
joy it either. I want to enjoy my 
racing. When I do that I can m" 



Kelleher returns for 
Slough title decider 


Derry Hymen ‘What 1 want to do is win' 


Hockey 

BILL COLW1LL 

Slough wiD be going for their 
filth championship when they 
travel to Fonnby tomorrow to 
play High town, the defending 
champions, in their final Pre- 
mier National League game of 
the season. 

Sarah Kelleher, the Irish in- 
ternational, returns to the 
squad, having elected to miss a 
national training weekend, hui 
Slough will be without Helen 
Thomalley, who wfll be running 
in Sunday's London Marathon. 

Highiown have injury doubts 
about Fiona Lee and they will 
be without long-term casualties 
Debbie Mills and Helen Gram. 
The good news for the north- 
ern chib is that Caroline Gilbert 
is fit again, although unlikely to 
be in the starting linc-up, and 
Lucy Newcombe has got leave 
from the RAF. 


Maggie Souyave, the High- 
iwn player coach, feare that her 


town player coach, feare that her 
young team will relax after es- 
caping relegation. “It has not 
been an easy time recently with 
some indifferent perfor- 
mances,” she said, “but we 
don’t intend to hand the title on 
a plate to Slough." 

Should Slough slip up, a win 
for Ipswich, who knocked 
Slough out of the cup last Sun- 
day, would give the Suffolk 
club their second title. Ipswich 
- two points behind - are away 
to Trojans at Southampton. 

There is an intriguing situa- 
tion at the bottom for the one 
relegation spot Leicester, equal 
on points with Trojans, entertain 
Doncaster, just one point above 
them. Leicester's crop of tal- 
ented youngsters lack an expe- 
rienced player to steady tneir 
nerves when the pressure 
mounts, but they should be ca- 
pable of the draw which would 
see them to safety. 


Guineas reveille for 
Cecil’s Sleepytime 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

The Henry Cedi family ensign 
flies over Warren Place after 
each Group One wiener, but the 
old Bag should have been at half 
mast this week after a particu- 
larly difficult period for the 
Newmarket stable. 

Bacteria has come to visit the 
jyyard and is outstaying its wel- 
come. mid there were fears 
earlier in the week that illness 
may have spread to the upper 
echelons of a string which is 
powerful even by Cedi stan- 
dards as he seeks to reclaim his 
trainers’ championship from 
Godolphin. 

However, after consulting 
the clip boards at the bottom of 
each of his patients' beds, Ce- 
di was able to reveal yesterday 
that the stars ' have not been 
dimmed. Sleepytime, Reams 
Of Verse and Yashmak remain 
on course for a 1,000 Guineas 
which is almost a Wirren Place 
private sweepstakes, while the 
older, established figures such 
as Bosra Sham and Lady Car- 
la are also in the pink. •' 

A lot of 30-to-foilows had 
been placed in jeopardy at the 
beginning of the week when Ce- 
di announced he was still try- 
ing to evict a bug from his yard. 
In common with other leading 
■Wainers, Henry never seems to 
<gct sickness among his athletes 
(with lesser handlers ifs hand to 
tell whether they get the virus 
and have a bad run or have a 

All clear for 
Newton Abbot 

Tomorrow' s meeting at Newton 
Abbot will go ahead following 
an inspection yesterday. Patch- 
es of hard ground had put the 
fixture in jeopardy but the track 
was passed fit for racing after 
being watered. 

A spokesman for the track 
said: “The going is firm, good 
to firm in places, watering.” 

Michael Roberts was banned 
Jar two days (39 a nd 21 April) 
ttbr string his whip in the fore- 
hand position in front of the 
saddle on Village Native at 
Folkestone yesterday. 


bad run and then announce they 
have been suffering from the 
virus), but he recently admitted 
that a respiratory problem had 
attached itself to some of his 
horses. 

Wednesday work morning at 
Headquarters was consequent- 
ly denuded of some of its more 
aristocratic presences as Cecil 
gave his leading fillies the day 
off. As am trainer will tell you, 
working ifi horses has the same 
effect on their engines as fail- 
ing to put oil in your car. Instead 
of loosening their joints, the 
dlite therefore underwent 
blood-testing and scoping, while 
swabs were taken and tracheal 
washes also administered. 

“One or two of my horses 
have had a slight problem with 
infections recently, so any that 
I wasn't happy with, and all the 
more important horses, have 
been checked and scoped." Ce- 
di said yesterday. “The results 
show that, on the whole, they 
are aD right 

“There isa lot of coughing 
and ringworm in Newmarket 
and, while it is something weare ; 
used 1 to, I think ifs worse' tins 
year and it has come much lat- 
er, possibly because of the 
warm winter. It’s good to get it 
over with early so the horses 
build up an immunity , 

“Sleepytime sbouM be able to 
. run next Friday Tin the Fred 
Dariing Stakes at Newbury], hot 
Reams Of Verse won’t run be- 
fore the Guineas as die needs 
a mile and the ground is too fad, 
though she is 100 per cent.” 


Bosra Sham, too, stiS has a 
leg at each comer, though it 
may be as long as Royal Ascot 
in June before racegoers can 
see her using them in that 
blinding flurry they have come 
to expect. Lady Carla, the ex- 
travagant Oaks winner, is said 
to be “fine", which is a digit in 
the eye for those who have been 
fertiusing rumours of her ill- 
health throughout the winter 
months. 

According to one corpulent, 
haizy, television source. Lady 
Carla should by now have a 
slightly swollen tummy follow- 
ing a liaison with Mr Prospec- 
tor, but if that is to be the case 
the American stallion must 
have broken in to Warren Place. 

Cecil is still toying with the 
idea of sliding one of his bat- 
talion. into the first major British 
Classic trial, next Tuesday’s 
Nell Gwyn Stakes at Newmar- 
ket, and is definitely without a 
runner in this afternoon’s 
French rehearsal the Prix Im- 
prudence at Maisons-Laffitte. 

Unless there is a horrible de- 
parture from tire scipl the List- 
ed contest 1 should ' go tcr ; 
Criquette Head’s Pas De Re-' 
ponse, last season’s Cheveley 
Park Stakes winner, who, ac- 
cording to the bookmakers, is 
one of the few fifties breathing 
who can stop the Classic trophy 
being added to Hemy Cecil’s 
groaning mantlepiece. 

1PQO SUHEAB (NowiwM. 4 May): 
WBam Mfc 5-2 Sleepytime, 5-1 Moonfitf* 
Paradise. 7-1 Roams Of Vane, 8-1 Pas De 
Reparse. KM Nason, Ytehmafc 12-1 
Blanca Nam. 


Rambo in rude health 


A week after a vet failed to give 
Rambo V&ltzer a clean bin of 
health the five-year-old demon- 
strated bis well-being with a vic- 
tory in a tight finis h at Hamilton 
yesterday. 

A deal to sell the gelding to 
the United States last week was 
railed off after the unfavourable 
vet's report. But Rambo 
Waltzer, produced fast and late 
by Carolyn Bales, caught Gadge 
near the line for a short-head 
verdict with the same distance 
bads to the third. Mels Baby. 

“This is a fantastic horse and 
I don’t know what the vet was 


thinking when he failed him," 
David Nfcholls said. “I wish 1 
had 25 more like him in the 
yard." 

The trainer was full of praise 
for the 18-year-old Bales, who 
was scoring the first riding suc- 
cess of her career. “She joined 
me five months ago and is a 
cracking lass," he said. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Njgsfc Lad r 
. . (Nottingham 3A0) 

NB: Viva Vortfl 
(Nottingham Z40) 
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aio SANDSTONE (nap) 5J0 General Glow (nb) 
3A0 Atlantic Mb* ' 

GOING! Good 10 Finn. STALLS: 6f *6f- stands stde; ran -inridfc 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High ma|y beat lor W & M. 

B Left-hand, oral coume. fla and gaHoptag wih eaajr um»- 
■ Course la 2m of eUyofTBUSfi. Nottingham station 2m. ADMIS- 
SION: Cemrrary Stand SJi l-Jenlorv 16-21 years, £8); TauennHaj 8 (Ju- 
ntas A JnMee Club OAPeSS, Smdenui S4); SDrar Blqg £1 (Jubilee Chib 
OAPs SZ). GAR PARK: Free. 


B LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: J Dunlop— 18 niramStm 
99 nmntn gives a snccen ratio of ]8J2% and • loss to a 11 level stake 
oISWJS; a Cedi — 10 vrknusr, 58 runner* L7.fl% -511. 40; Mrs 3 
Bamedea — 11 winners, 76 runners, 14.7%, 43.4C; E Hannon — 10 
winnezs. 1S4 runners, 7.67% -&76.4U. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori — 24 whams. 126 tides, IfUNt. - 
1240; Pat Eddery — IS winners, 70 rides. 23-7% -128.06; K FUlon 
— 14 wtmeza. 113 tides, 12.4% 1007; Wftjsn— 14 winners, 120 
rides, ]J.7%-iaiOa 

BUNKERED FIRST TfflEE: Cabs Dll [4.40). 

WINNEBS IN LAST SEVEN JMX& None. 

LONG4HSTANCB KUNNESS: Alter Dasra (4.10) Ik BBaa (4.10) 
have beaiaem 206 milts by Mia Nays Dmflddlrom Atmomh, Devon. 

In ml WATNALL SELLWG STAKES (CLASS G) £2^75 
l~*£J added 3YD lm 54yds 

1 306514- Af«ONAM(UnnB«BRDobn4RHod0Bs92 TQtimS 

2 2303- KIA8DBEMI(2B|{D) RH(MnMMoknqi)DAaKbDM92 

I Qnim5 

3 020-000 BAPTISMAL ROCK R (P 9jmeJ 9 Culer 8 12 .Wtyael 

4 00060 firacRn(rffHminioaiiM0i2 M&uarrs 

5 64060- TOM PLM10EYClSl)(ADBaakTin)R Bafisran8 12 DKafand? 

6 104300- DOKTRXIQErSHOKA (223} 9*sV3ootinar)J Uoara BU 

' ■ ' 

7 022043- PR9CEreOFICAro{15U IAS Rati) B Master 811— BDajfe 4 B 

8 5-22445 AUUE(U){MKGDa4DOo«tM87 UlfeHrU 

9 024003 CWW«GW0NICE(iqrMteCtanx)PUni8r — JFEffmU 

20 0260- HEKVBUT DAMES Q70) (MR M ltecaA9)) Me N Macatier 6 7 

11 000500 JOTHlJOTp^ (EBenitorJB BaufJiS 7 Jaa a VM n d l [7)10 

12 0 HBMMS KWDEH (M) (G S9oy)flJwfe8 7 CGa«tQl 

-Udadarad- 

BBIWW: 7-2 Afcltwado, 4-1 niraeuenOa Ice, PiMcaM Of Hearts, llrZAMrfa, 
7-lHama a» Dmear, 0-1 Mwteew, ID-1 Baptiawti Rot*. 14-1. Dart R aa rt S h ofca, 
Patridc, Tom Ptatkief, 20-1 otbon 
1996o Setar Act 3 8 7.7QiAin 9-2 (UOwnai) 14 tan JL - _ 

FORM CUBE 

HEAVDR.Y DANCBI wateatoi Dy Pitecw* Of Hearts « Fbftaaone in 

AueatMw nmd ly Sr Ms* PrEsao. Hy find oari at tiacnorim dsafpomteg. 
dn 0 i da wp 8% bare been too far fcr Iwr, and rtK could m? hash and «a u lata 
flmieia.ChaBvaeaOatoaMnsnuwtiaiaipDindatUnHAudiatonnqpiaei- 
Ifod ta Pototz*. si* wa be shapnldriae run and turned r modecer* ritotts hstf- 
m Isa tom - fra tni on tto coma vhen bexan a head by the ^iHbfed-en Sisn- 
nenMsWtioAaramaRlEWawiesiaiiiv.AfldonadQhasianEdRariied^saica 
hB saBv wn a Nmnsriia fcr Me Johnson Ha^ttn. He seemed m an&y Mnas 
OTHaaa (tam» ner tte* mss ate Hating behtad 1* % on As sane coma ow 
sfwnfttiongL AnassOfHairK ami»aVonOiei*4ndwBflaMUkanaAteionadD 
my best ter apfc on 3t> was tama. SatacHim HEAVEMT 0AHCHI 

| OAfkl BASSWGFELD MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4^00 added 3YD lm 54yds 

1 BARRBt RDGE (Bukon Oik HokteSS H Cad 9 0_] XMoa8 

2 424- CWMIB)(2U)MNBoMieAndnmstiJKft90 MIAS 

3 0- CRAMBI WL (190) loti Swartbintf N Gdwn 9 0 OHoBmd6 

4 53- -6RSI POWBt P40) (DefllTBi UnM -I Fanrime 9 0 _J1 Vartay 11 

5 0- MAJU. (16^ (Handan Al Mataoun) A Stottrt 9 D II Roberts 2 

6 5- BMLU7Q0JanxknA)tUauiyASiMn9O RMsl3 

7 30- N«Srana{UqtiHIUmandWasn4JW90 L Dettori 9 

8 MSmDOH IB H Fart J Gtae 9 0 T Pen0taraRo (7) 3 

9 0 SMASH WARRBR (233) (Awn Wusm Lsfi J Hfls 9 0 

— U Huey (3) 7 

ID 0 SPECULATOR (11) W Hag?t» 9 Q_ T Qata 10 

11 0- DUNBUIKIE (20Q OMsd BknUxA 0 i FtestBM 9 0 — N Day 12 

12 MADB0N MEET (Ms Ann hti Ms J Rsnakn 8 9 J Fortoat 4 

23 40- WA VOTX p57) (Ms Sona Rcpisi J Duty: B 9 PatEddcrjl 

-Udactend- 

BETTWG: 7-4 Barrier Rfc|p, 7-2 CUna Red, 9-2 bast, 6-1 Vka Venfl, 7-1 (koen 
Powar. 10-1 SpacoWnt, lft-1 IristaptaBr, Tterahaata, Madbon MM, 2<KI rttu 
1896; CtawrCkba 3 9 0 Pat Bldeiy 1-2 (H Ced) 16 tan 
FORM CODE 

IWth Nd Matairon Graea Power tha sum raw the sotie pAomrlteMbaalB, Ottwgv 
someofAesertvukl|inwBo8BotlferMn.Mn]rCBdnahigfMnnerarthese9- 
aon tens onlbasteif Mon SMwn laa^nnite mariteo hoi mm n Lmtiorra. Ha now 
monuxs a Siefy amng type In BARRBt RENE, otese SM lycka ws saccnd n 
Mpaitfs Guneas. Alee Stewrt ted a nevcotner fnsti «h h ttei same rnatden here. 
He hat an 4 j Ms am tenant HA eooatf fesaL ate tails a tea dam attar Dang a 
mode utedjf on Ms arty jwuia sari aTMnnnii (7fl when Itth to OswuatoftStion. 
SasMotii nawer. HulaL note rn atiow on na aala tuanla tian. CMh Rad late 
desen eocnpaj* as a junnaa and Its sable 8 in Sne tom. trttie SpocMstor is ajjc£ 
sMeknpraaa’ hr He recant iul Sdeetioo: BARKER RDGG 


r Q in i LEVY BOARD CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS O 
£7^25 added 3VD lm 54yds 

1 13615- BAU PARADISE (1B8> (Al MuShm FWrenlipi PCcfe 9 0 — .T QMra 8 

2 21- COUnsw (170J lUn} H£MK) flo IteJdeni H Ced 9 0 KMk»4 

3 41-5 QWSDU. HEARTS) (13} (Mrs C H Wane? H C2nty 90 — A UcfihM* 7 

4 122- PRQ«RB«p84)iPnme CanaB Pftera 90 MRSnhbomS 

5 15250- SAMlSRMiC (187) ftav S tfarCtin J Duntap 9 0 XDotqrB 

6 1- sawn [T7U] (5teAh uotarened) D Lcder 9 0 L Dettori 1 

7 3120- SPHB6AU 078) UC SmOT J Baking 90 PatEddoy3 

8 51- 6K2BOUIG (ire U L Durtofi) J Duriop 8 11 MHMs2 

-Bdadand- 

BETIWC 2-1 Salsif. 3-lSaodatooe, 4-1 ComaHtt, 6-1 Oinbri Ueortad, S-l Bal 
PamSaa. 10-1 Speedbai. 1A-1 Ptentiar Bay. 16-1 Gtazbomf 
X99A no awespondng reca 

FORM CUBE 

Ctnsm. HEARTS) oof nan an edfie om rw seven nob jflw a nn n the lasor 
S&hessKanpmn. Tteumerji Kanvton, ftttsn. ted toe tendi ota preuousnn. 
and Costal Hearted holed % wntfi tte e 4 *nena muU Ung ten on. even iMugi 
ttenoial5-liitDl0030(HjegestteatenMge.WaiytrnprestiKtei»«coiti|uw- 
de Hart at MasaA, Oysd teant dnJd Ikh no hcMhib m 6 tie lea 0anL efcnbtM^, 
a plaasa% debut Mb to Oysml Hearao at Wan**, non a poor nee n soil pound a 
FoteEtona nett tme. Dawd Lodert headv bached Sham ns saand to a reseomer 
Here o> Timt* - s nn M*t) sftgfisy dens me ttenoa rt Sebari. tat siyne BW, Seten 
tit) predun a rear* turn d toot to mate an etpeced aawng debut a Yamaudt last 
Otteberano nust roe a tlmai m the namfc of Franha Damn. A on by Banner n 

tte poMus caca art a poa«r owe statue's Caortabfp.ttaugi the ecB tradanaavi 
weather o( bantng a newctmnr at (tanroilti in a sJwo tone lhan 5eVans mi 30 mm- 
utm eater. Sandstone tan tece owr a rrie as a lUBtea and roa> nan jurt ladi me 
necssaiy pace to tea area of ttesa mpmere. NeMasy smner Spaadbsfl need 
the nm, as dd has aadarae Papte h tte Ess® Sates. BnS Paradbo ws a game 
wtiner tore tte (tort of s NeaSuy nuisoy last September and dtan conteated ite Hoi- 
naMknestsifi pound. *4e's tou^i and Mia be nerW naudmg m farecaa tea. Pra- 
relar Bn teanliun Bnce ear^JiJywiiJ he NeoDuy drtut Mn«» gained n sdt pound. 

SatactidK CffSlAL HcARIQ) 

fo ij/Vl ACER COMPUTERS HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
[ J/W J £4,900 added lm 2f 

1 513010 PUNKAH (29) TOOtaCout fine Meats GMcCoun4loO 

RSfaKflK*na(7)l 

2 04000-5 MSCLffR (18) (P A mt G lew 4 100 PaMBMefylO 

3 410110- HHIE PLUMS late) MFke 4 911 JldUanffS 

4 400000 EAGE CANTON (C W Lane 1»1 B KWuy 4 9 10 _M RbamarU 

5 420604) FWe5rROBN(2Z)||tetrunRscin0Majrteniifen491Q 

- I Fortmelfi 

6 001105 ZB>ACtl5)(P)Pfl(BanftatHioQDPMaidn59 9 PstBtihny4 

7 320000- MGB.S UU> (174 (CO) IN Dunt^rl P Hasten 5 9 8 -X Deimd 14 

8 100534 IMSIBt BEVBB) (11) (D) (Ms E Viflonsj P Bans 7 9 &_J F E90 9 

9 465- ALFREDO ALFREDO (244) (J L Ctatagl J Dirioo 593 TOOrU 

10 300026- ra’PERS (151) (M WrtiWtOocto) K Buie 4 9 1— KFi«on7 

U 6330- CUSSCOAie(187)!CB5QcBoo(t***)ICanotefl491_ 

DBatimeS 

12 055065 REHAAB (15) (Q Sate Street totnesiD Moos 4 BID 

GMoar(5)13 

13 021600- FERtfS GOVERNOR (167) (CO) iFein Ccmponerts) W MusSdn 588 — 

P H M rft *r g 

14 Km- BUTOmi»mtl^(MnA8«eBPartneteK»hqpn787 

RHbA(3)3 

15 680- lMB(2t3)(HantenAlMaMoun9ASMort387_: RWtU 

U 203600 G0IDEN10UCH (11) (0) (RGtxftm)DCngt»58 7„M Robots 17 

17 306200- AHAHIK irei BOB) MWni Partnera) B R Mftnen 4 8 6 

18 410060 4BS0UJIR75IUNNMG pO) (CO) (R Sbrenons] Ms B Wong 4 86 

WRpnS 

-lBdectarad- 

BQTVI6; 6-1 MfsTi Lad, 7-1 WNta nalns, 8-1 Alfredo AHiado, 10-1 Forait Rabin, 
ia% Master Beveled, Zkfac, 12-1 CabiH Tooeh, 14-1 Fade Caaioa, KriscHTe, 16- 
lAbHUai|r9bawlaft Artadlc MW, Ctatih Dame, Fare's downer, 20-1 otbus 
10B6: Estmno Nal 5 8 0 J F E0vi 100-30 U Spearing) 15 ran 
FRRMGUDE 

Moa.'S lAD a just the type to Huica bat* on me ted after a gad spei aw tudes 
- and ter ttetam mtn teel ite sane nay because he has boded Ftantoe DenotL He 
kuti ite conaaty a te no hot at hnoee after tte wns a NnrasSe aid Dontaster, 
Dia ne 3&n need ram Ms usd enthuMHm. Sudi a nowy^tmer « me lewl m 1985, 
Mel’s lad hat las wy a Nt Ian year, but te locte o« here on a tenftap ratng of 72 
rarrparedto Ie mak d87 m bsseaon's Uneoln. Another hutflea iui of no® Is WMta 
Pbfetar second mstabionate Melt Tte Chuns a. Newton Abbot’s Easier nreesng. Thai 
M ten put ten spot cn and Mate npe tas booted 9) efaner RidianJ Mufen. trie 
n«s tte ffttngsre^neawteriianMig for Mcneel Bel. Master Bnafedaasfatrti 
m Mad Mttam B Iterwtii 11 d^qs eg> on hfe taa s&t since a lutfles nn h January. 
Iba ground may pma a M My hr nan, but Batten Touch (two ms tan sawn), a 
cretitaote severth V tte same Vtast* race Mien NteBtecs ridden, couti do tamer tor 
ha bootee o< Mcfflei ftvena. ZMac nas had tw ru* nn so my not nunc mat 
mucti on Ks «di B Obetos at Lflcesttr. Atfredo Alfredo has a dstina ebann row that 
te tes teen added. Ha mentwa dbappaMsd aDt^nAugusL but Its prams pomse 
ci uci WBmck nattans mayjn be fiiaeo & ttas lenem nanscap mam. jHb Bites a 
titan: jimp ntiosice alter lu matien mmee as a jmente, «Me cousawnet ftrrt 
Botanor may jwi tack he necesatyap on ter Ms nan or me season. 

Selection: NCR'S LAD 


H TROWELL MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS F) 
Lj £3300 added 2YD 5f 13yds 

BHiOW KSplJ UsctSrBtFBuBiararu H Manor B ID — DhotendA 

ELEVOTH DUKE duc^on Said) R Harnon 8 10 PatEdrtetyll 

RH) RBKpte ted Connection} P tens 8 ID L Dettori U 

neC0MBB«ailBU(DAStete«SVManK810 K Dufay 8 

0 BW-SW4 P2) l7h? test « Rarmste?) JJcnss 8 7 BMmoM 

FJORMIA [RacagKSS CM) Oywes Cm* (1997)1 J Mfc B 5_R W»» 13 
ARER DMW DneOuer Ite E0K) ItaP Dufield 8 2 UMarts9 

2 CINtECnS(U9 (Cantioi Racing) DCoceoeB 2 — NCwteteZ 

3 SEA IIP K d*»ijn Meade) Martyn Meada 8 2—. BDpyfaB 


10 6 BUSS (iq tw a itonsan-Mbn) MrePCUfeUBO FNartnl 

11 Dtte OJS iMa DJ Hupiesi B Pafcngfi D IQMaaS 

13 tVORTSKWIM heni Khava 0 .AhtitilH 

13 34 1HEAIRE OF DREAMS (UimiUie NotiOl P Em 80_JFE»a 6 

14 OOfRQN GRANGE (Abn Botieyl J Sbeoerc ' 17 IBdMay(7)7 

-14 decter sd- 

BETTfW: 7-2 Conacte. 4^ Elnenei Dnkt, S-l Rad Mtit, B-HtewM Of Dieam, 

1 34 fiqrmm. 15-2 Saa tep, »1 Bate* ID-lTbacenbacMaft 14-1 tory’iJoy, 
16-1 Dfea Ots, 20-1 Others 

199tt Sevens Itereure 2 8 5 A CiNiane 4-1 IR Faneyt 10 csi 
P0RMGUDE 

BELUJW t*ea me eve on oedgroe - Dang By tennis out N a ae*-rabtEd mare Dy 
Vhvg - and we staUe tod an ja-wraitef am hSi l^mifln. FaynM a «el dmn and 
tte »> * speetH) Oreo by Fayne M of an maced mare by Stemazv. Rdaaj Han- 
non a Qevanth Dtite s a son ol Unperet Frame and he Oat sm pros ten a fine 
ctanoe. Red Rkh s afco «h! ptaced «m Fontae Dentn boated, thoufji the tsa^i M 
junnte imre he year ton (tore he btamss n tne onui CanacUs (second m lady 
Md at Fcteesune). Sea Imp and Theatre 0( Dmam hew he evenenca with Conac- 
tBkxMigheptiL SBMMm BBiflMf 

|4 4fl| NEW BASP0RD HANDICAP (CLASS q £4025 

added 3YO 6f 15yds 

2 52021- PARUAZZ{Z72)(D)fflMter.BEyts0MmpfK>ltetnfl5te>IM3njr 

Meede97 RHb«b(3}9 

2 105&5 JUPIIER(lDCCaawiytGBreMy97 HRanrU 

3 06-3211 TREWURETOUCH(ll)(CO)INH]neymani Dffchote9 7(7a] 

Area Wwte [7)6 

4 212210 FORGOTTEN ONES (13) MUm Ontid I Jones 96 _HCatMa 16 

5 040- LUDO(240)(Mciinaltescn8RFtenar94 Pat Eatery 14 

6 05-5436 SUPERCHARUER (HI) pf) U WiMre) D rfchofc 9 4 AlnSnsnaA 

7 5321D1 EAG9TOPl£ASE{lfi)(I6[MssJoOaiM)f UssGar Ketetay94 

D Mead 11 B 

8 00033-0 AIll0ITOALIBKr[iq(MNefete&Onie)KButeSll — RPMrl 

9 34830-0 KTOI WXIERS (IQ IRchatd Yang) ■ ^mkl 8 9 JIIUihhIO 

10 625252 MASTER P0UY (U) (D)(Mumia Vtnues) Mvmtim86 

.TGMcUqpfcl 

11 55004- CAM MU (186) (R Thature Ite J Rarsden 8 6 IParfeml2B 

12 3-45642 CHASEIDWN H.YBT US) (D W Smtti N Bory 8 6 RPertew7 

13 334000- FAN 0FVQJT-AXM(172} CateW DCospove 8 5 MBaH(3)8 

14 40033-3 MKre DOURE (11) [Concac PrOhOOore HI) G Lews 8 3 

PaMEddary IB 

15 03034-0 MLUUnWQiaS)|Klt(^an)MWEa5BnyS3 IF^nl3 

16 543334 JACK SAW (111) IKMcilOUD ShwBl D«M0tl5 

17 00004 HSIDdlVE DREAM (11) (KT boy) K bay 7 13 CBeiMIB 

-UtteeMcad- 

BBTTNGe 7-2 Trceow TOach, B-ltepkar, 74. mate Doable, B-llada, 104 Ctetn 
Ddu, DMbKtfcc Dromn, Eager To Pteave, 12-1 FtagoHan Dreaam Kerm WKatx, 
Master Fdley, 14-1 Pai^cz. Wateate HM, 30-1 ntben 
1996: Fartwa 3 9 7 T Qutm 7-4 (W JaMU 17 on 
FORM GUIDE 

TREASURE TOUCH, nab lana Wands ofenDng die pemkyviflh Iw c&en. can kata* up 
res mi on the course ll d^s Mateig enry ymtl. ha tame hotne dear of Maatar 
May and can cetitt%bea«ec&d to beat miMUmt The nos three home, ttmtfi, 
BreheiytDbesmineernxterMfftheafistnjraaMhessaan.iaHteDotelB.Dia- 
BncHw Drum (tal-tme biHrered then] and JepMer al tafisted n gal style and ft 
may te hoi Jupttrb he one maw on from fustian rasa*) the stan* sderai. There 
Is trsphemeni to cone tom Lado and Rem Wateo. and 1's Merosnng to noe Lyiv 
da Ftamsden pub Ore Bfetera on Calm Mm lor the settnffs fm am of die seson. 

SaiectloK TREASURE TOUCH 

I e -m I SHIPLEY COMMON HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

****** £4D25 added lm 6f 15vds 

1 412210 CHUB'S LAD (174) (D) Ms S LfcCarthyt B Ueehai B 10 OB Dcyla 1 B 

2 302414 QANCMCAVALEH (10) SJHTNee F7SJ R FtaOUhead 498 

Pat Eddery 11 

3 UXVOQt- SWEET GLOW FR] (5(0) (R WaTBn} M Pve 10 9 6 M Roberta 4 

4 042220 RJHGIE(185) W(Msj ltatfhBBon)P(tater496_-WBMiiboni2 

5 10GCO-5 CHABROL (22J [Tory CoriwtiTCtmat 49 3 R Haute (3) E I 

6 133600 GBfERAL GLOW (22) U Q VWWel P Boh 4 91 IFEpeB 

7 530402- REQUESTED (207) {O)(B(Min£t&BKln0Rh0m ID 8 13, 

DRMeCMa9 I 

8 321000 N0RS0NB ( 204 (D) (Fa^ Soy tenrerelRAMua 5 8 10 1 

-T Qatar 10 

9 340514 ROAD RAC&t (17) (BF] U &KQ3 Mrs J RarredEn 4 8 ID — I FWtxee 3 

10 b' 60610 - BMCHIHt BYTAAH 050) (CD) (P Jacctiti N Cotum 4 8 5 DHaMd 7 

11 546-000 COHBA (22) Ilta B J Cuteyt B CltiBy 4 8 4 J Qatar 12 

12 060002- LAWFUL 1DVE (284) (Mis D E Antiars) T 7 7 10 

Pltaaay(S)8 

- 12 dadtaed- 

Mntourn Mtff) C Ta 102L Tree ftandCMi mVC Lwftjt Low 7st4fe 
BETTING: 4-1 Road Racer, 114 Ctrabrol, 64 Daactag C— B ar , 74 Nonoa( Re- 
naaatad. lOl Otis’s Lad, Fade, General Glow. Sweet Stow, 134 Brighter By- 
f** Cttiftn. 201 LaeM Low 
1996: BeOara 4 8 10 W Rjoi 6-1 (N Bahba#) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A god stKMng con be Expected irwn BIS GHTER BYFAAH on he rMppearance. Profta- 
nfy muted Dy Etpinratii last Nnernbar, ne tod pretioutiy beaten w More Hassa wti 
earn a sefler cr h$ oaaw. That was aftar a rest and teffO a ® put wfll Fot*te 
cnReocariurvmgn Mgy when he hbnwrs faded n work. Forge rMrts u Ita Ms tra 
after beng med ai tMHndn and he can also mate a rimr on Ns season* attempt. 
RiMdRacerimaaeahraeeDnSiuiMersaandBnaiasDtertounntaKnctaatNw- 
cx$e treee aeels tater. He has a plaiarte imd but neerta tn show te can act on tat 
pound. Dating Carafler has had Ha tarn oocsed by the Nas of RaNes Rower are) 
SummreM SpewL and Pat Eddery Is a end bootaig. Dts reoa % tar ton (mg streng. 
Mi he tag part oheta were so te tipa a ies at damn pus me off the getane.ctti«te 
lad sa Hugh son titeee two ama last terni ware n h* sane gada, hougi pound 
as also a wrry wfll ten. Chabref nas fir Jam huriftg tasen fifth » 6atwno afflon- 
caaer and irees Dsncre Keeler (louth) on 9b beoer terms. Ha wn ocr 10 tumngi 
Iasi tarn and «M pose a ttiEBtd he says. Ganecaf Glow note no tirowro he Gaiapno 
race. Kocsoot u» h pod tom prior re Ms StasMay am tram Swtnfc Fete* » Saks- 
fiuy laa Auss. He’s nel ena%?r tenScanped. Selection: SSGHTER 3VFAAH 



HYPERION 

Z20 Certain Biss 2J50 Klnoko 3L20 Obdos 3^0 
Sharpo Wasd 420 Magic MM 4S0 Cohway Rltz 

GOING: Good w Finn. 

STALLS: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for 5T ft 7T. 

■ Fagtn-hand, ^Doping coarse with very stifT 5f ; 

H Cocrae te lm W of town on A 1035. Bos savlfe Oram Beverley 
station iRofl - Searboraj^i Hue) in. ADMISSION: Club SI LI; 
Junior Oob |16 to 2I-ycMS>ltis) S& TaoenteBa S8: Silver Ring 
S3: Cuonre Endosure S2; Picnic area £2 or £2 per car, plua ££ 
per Menpaitt. Concessions for CAPS- CAR PARK: Pree 


BUNKERED POtSr TIME: Lucky Baof I&fO) ivteorrd), PUH*- 
ter PL201. Ten Iteat Sis (4J0), Whole That Man H SO). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAS& None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Celebration Cake 13-20) lias 
been sad. 240 mBea by Mten LA PerranEr&m Ayr, Strathclyde. 

VO Of \\ SCARBOROUGH SELLMG SOKES (CLASS 
F) £3,300 added 2YO 5f 

1 4 CAPON BUSS pjqMTfUeraU ICaml2 

2 BaraALJOEf MDocbBll Oala Gdnon'5 

3 jasrWBBfNTrttaan KtoThfctafi 

4 923 RMO NOSE (3) B Itaenaa 8 11— GHmoa(7)lB 

5 4 Homily (2D MCnanmSB 1 Weaver 10 

B KBS HEVHEOM Butane 6 fiDuflWdD 

7 0 WBErd^MWEataltvSB BPart*(5)3 

S 0 RACWaSURWTORBDMWEatiad»86 TURN? 

9 SMBUICDayarSe D0Bqoqtaoffl4 

ID 0 THEBEWROIlf ONpUbtaynMeedeBB.- - 

DSuanaylQS 

-IDdactand- 

BETMO: 54 Hopatoly, 4-1 Captada 91 k, 02 Mb Nbk, 74 Shtabna, 
84 JMt Jlftbby, My Bat, ll)-l Nte B avalad, 124 nthan . 

fo c n | BRHXJWGTON BAY STAKES (HANDICAP) 

L=±rJ (CLASS E) £4(025 added 2m 

1 318412- IHENCH IV7 (209) |CD} F lihipte 10 10 0 RCechnoal 

2 . 206245- 3HRLET SUE (15^ (0) Ie Jcmbet 4 9 10 J Wearer 6 

3 C0MN3- OLBKHSpE0HSwecty597 ICtnoBSB 

4 QtXSOO- RESALEABLE (242) M HanTOOd 4 9 6 GDMBaldT 

5 0200- LUCKY HOOFCU6JkUapn4 93 DlkUaUV 

6 003044) ANCHORENA (16) D Becter S S 5 TMBra2 

7 400154 HDDMSPMTOKD)jNimmrB3 JFtaaitaBlO 

8 1600QA3 nNaD(t7)n(D|KHe«9BO LCtomoafcB 

9 23001/- AU3AN MDE (543) U ttarrmend 6 7 13 DalaGaniaS 

10 05000-5 ROMAUTDC17)HBteratiati7710 ^Rnrenr*(7)S 

11 330002 TOP PRIZE C1W (CO) U Main 9 7 10 — 0 Atanatii (7) 4 V 

-UdadMad- 

Mtanin Hetfc Tiff lflft DwAntap mMc tanaSn TSr 6 Bl ftp Rtp 
7a 3b. 

BETTM& 7-2 Stdrley San, 4-1 Prencb try, 54 Hnokii, T-lLacfcyHootS- 
1 Oar Krii. JD4 Alatea Btet. 12-1 tabes 


l o oTfl WELCOME TO THE PRESS STAKES (HAf®- 
(CAP) (CLASS D) BSJOOO added lm 2f 

1 503400 CHAMPAfiME PTUNCE (189) (Q PHerrsA 100A tbritlellS 

2 5SE-32 THUMD (17) T D Baron 4 9 B Rlan*i4 

3 022302- POLAR CHAMP (148) (D) S Wood* 4 9 6 DB^gtSV 

4 210510 C&BBKnON CARE (184) Mss L Ftaran 5 9 6.~J Weaver 7 

5 62-0001 OBB-OS (15) (D) Me&S WADn 6 9 5 Doan McKaon 9 

5 000506- GBMC8AK PREmE (1S7) G Hobm 9 9 4)1 OBonrMM 11 

7 20425-5 GOLD® THttMTERBOU' 08) (L7) N TWtfer 4 9 1 J Caonl 1 

8 130364- nfUSraRCUU)(D)iEiEace4aU ROnctanwlDB 

9 023100 WGHT OF 61AS5 (Iffil) J L Ejre 4 8 3 flltadB 

ID 145430 imnrni (1S8) ) MCarratio 4 SO LCbnoekfi 

U 300000 LUCXY BEA [170) M W EaBWOy 4 7 12 Dtaaml 

-Udcetaed- 

BETTTWfc 748 Cute bi udeii Ctere, 54 Tented. 64 Polar Ctarnp. Ofaalce. 7- 
1 CtaavatgM Prtacte B-l PMMai; lOl ottwn 


rocol WITHERNSEA STAKES (HANDICAP) 
g"? r l (CLASS D) £4^00 added 3VD 7f ICOyds 

1 6345 DMWM MlNL p97) M Jains 9 7 ROotaranaB 

2 2623-fM CSN41 (27) M JPhitaan 9 3 IWmmt3 

3 0021-00 JW-0W&1M (2<8 R USwAar 9 2 Darn McKatm 8 

4 21 SHARPO WASSL (US (n W HaQps 8 12 D ODianbM (Q 1 

5 4311g TIE WYANDCTONfOaRKctatiread 811^140^1(98 

6 3450- WKGAM00N(22Q JJONeti88 GDritiddB 

t 130000 DOGXUMH CARRIAGE (U)NTHtaB 6 Wen tedder 7 

8 33043& M GOOD MCX(1B3J MWE3Stt>0y84 T lira 2 B 

9 5600 EAS1HTM HTEDRAB OM piP ) D MctBfc 7 11 Dale Obf 4 

BETTM& 3-1 Sharps Haad, 7-2 JRy-OM-IWa, 4-1 DWM AW, 7-1 Cee- 

KHK. The Wynadolte kai, te Good Mcfc. 10-1 Moon, 14-1 other* 

I A OAl LECOWTELD UMITED STAKES (CLASS D) 

12=1 £4^00 added 7f iJOOyds 

1 33/0 IIABCMlpl;(WJLEW«g6 TWBsteil 

2 000006 MGHT DANCE pi) (D) HUoegn59 6 Rftrencb[7)4 

3 200606 ROWILSOUTHUM PFfitpE49B BDoftelda 

4 6154-00 SMAnBtCHAlEaR(lD(CD)UsLStiiie49G 

. . s tVf h iyf 5 

5 600506 TQJ PAST 5tt[95 IK mnyri Ware 5 9 6 I Carrol 3 6 

6 1- NO MORE PRESSURE (114 NWBfar389 CRuttarB 

7 540003 MU10WA (Q R Hotnsnesd 3 B 6 F4odi«7 

•7 dn da cd > 

Bmwc: M NUt Dance. T-2 Matfc MM, 4-1 htafna. 6-1 Smarter Char- 
tar. 7-1 Nn Mara Pressure, s-l Royal Soua. 14-1 Tea Past Sb 

[ A Cn ) HUTTON CRANSWKK MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4000 attthd Sf 

1 06- fflUA^ WUMB0BfP27)RWNsl*r494Daaalld(*<te*8 

2 fiMSDOHfi M Duds 4 9 4 Rlappial 

3 5 C0UWrRnZC20)JWTiMt53ai2 GDelfeUS 

4 4340 JHN BBQfli 03 M W Earaby 3 8 12 A Partin (S) 2 

5 24202 MMmEBtWE 06) (BF) Jtary 3812™ G Carter 7 

6 002- PRDttD0WB42)ltertvnMite3812 ICmllfi 

7 6- GIWOFTW ROAD (3191 JCar3 812 ACyftaaeB 

8 425006 nSBArFm[20)BM*tefai3ai2 LKeartso* 

9 60 WHCrSTHATMANtlR SVWtaras3812 — Flywti(3)9B 

10 23- AfiCMBlDtl^60tinW3S7 RCntinaaS 

-Udactand- 

BETTBIOc 114 The Gay Fax, 3-1 UaayWreia, 01 Artiteflo, Culiay 
Ol Jedl Mdti. Mms Dbbh. 12-1 Star Of The Road, 14-1 others 
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United come to terms with double disappointments 


Sympathy for the Red Devils? 
Up to a point. Two defeats in the 
space of two days, one on a Ger- 
man playing field, the other in 
an English office, have left 
Manchester United angry and 
disappointed, but it is a case of 
rough luck rather than rough 
justice. 

Wednesday's 1-0 defeat to 
Borussia Dortmund was un- 
fortunate in that United creat- 
ed the better chances and were 
only beaten by a deflection. 

However, they should have 
taken those chances, began and 


ended the game poorly, and 
were facing a side shorn of four 
world-class players. The second 
leg offers redemption but if 
Dortmund score once, as seems 
likely, United will have to score 
three times, which does not. Kit 
maybe the date, St George's 
Day, April 23, will bring a 
change in fortune. 

The other fixture, with the 
Premier League's mandarins, 
will be settled by then. United 
may be talking of going to law 
if their appeal to die Football 
Association is unsuccessful but 


Uefa. European football’s rul- 
ing body, takes a very soifiy view 
of such activities and, conceiv- 
ably. could bar United from Eu- 
rope if they did. 

United feel fixture congestion 
hinders the European chances 
of all British teams. Certainly 
some of their players looked 
tired on Wednesday, notably 
David Beckham. He has not 
played for 18 days and some felt 
that his mini-break was the 
reason for his lade of sharpness. 
Yet his fatigue seemed more 
mental than physical - be has 


Glenn Moore feels Ferguson’s troops 
are unlikely to win the European battle 


been in the public eye even if 
he has not been playing due to 
a high-profile friendship with 
one of the Spice Girls. 

This season United have 
played 47 matches and may play 
55, a figure which can only be 
matched (if both FA Cup semi- 
finds and final go to replays) by 
Wimbledon and Middles- 
brough. To prepare for a busy 
season, Alex Ferguson bought 


five players in the summer to en- 
hance the squad but for one 
reason or another, he has hard- 
ly played Jordi Cruyff; Ray- 
mond van der Gouw and Karel 
Foborsjqf. Meanwhile, having 
been injured for the first half of 
the season, Phil Neville and 
Andy Cole should be feeling 
fresh. 

There are too many matches 
in England but the rules should 


not be changed in mid-season. 
It is not fair, on the other dubs 
as a game on 26 May 1985 un- 
derfeed. Coventry, somewhat 

improbably, then beat Everton, 
the newly crowned champions, 
4-1. Itwas their thirdsuccessive 
win and it relegated Norwich, 
who had been ri$iL points dear 
when their season had finished 
12 days earlier. 

In their defence United are 
one of only two teams cam- 
paigning for a reduction in the 
Premiership to 18. dabs, as 
origtoaDy planned. Arsenal are 


the Other-like United, they do 
not fear relegation mid antici- 
pate regular European football 
The smaller. cIidTS fo;] they 
need the money from more 
matches and, with so mnchelse 
ranged against them, who can 
hlame them? ; 

. It has not been a good year 
for fixture planning. Making 
Easter an international week- 
end was a gross error by Uefa, 
arran ging England’s match in 
Boland three days after the Eu- 
ropean Cup final was a mistake 
by the FA - though after 


Naked ambition 
pays off for Earle 

PhQ Shaw talks to the Wimbledon player who hopes to 
tear a strip off Chelsea in Sunday's FA Cup semi-final 



Like the Tour de 
France in reverse, a 
yellow jersey is award- 
ed to the Wimbledon 
player whose training 
performance is voted the worst 
by his colleagues. The slogan on 
it' reads: “Today I was dog-poo, 
but tomorrow 111 be bnUjant”. 
Robbie Earle, it should surprise 
no one to leant, is one of only 
two members of the squad yet 
to wear it as the campaign en- 
ters its final month. 

In the Premiership as on the 
practice pitch. Earle's whole 
season has been a tourde force. 
“The Duke", as he is known in 
the dressing-room, is again 
among the leading midfield 
marksmen, scoring in every 
round of the FA Cup leading to 
Sunday's semi-final against 
Chelsea at Highbury. And his 
box-to-box industry during 
Wimbledon's three-pronged bid 
for honours led Glenn Hoddle 
to puL him on standby for Eng- 
land's game with Italy. 

It was therefore a surprise 
when the England manager ig- 
nored Haile for the ensuing 
friendly against Mexico, despite 
a rush of withdrawals. Instead of 
preparing for his Wembley de- 
but. the 32-year-old from North 
Staffordshire was in Aberdeen 
for a testimonial match be- 
tween the two sets of Dons. 

"I was jumping whenever my 
mobile rang." Earle confessed. 
■'It’d be my Mum and I'd say: 
‘Get off the line in case Glenn's 
Irving to get through!' 

-But when people ask if I'm 
disappointed I think back to the 
years I spent grafting at places 
like Halifax. Rochdale and 
Scunthorpe with Port Vale. 
That teaches you humility. My 
age is probably’ counting against 
me. but I've just got to try to 
force his hand." 

Being in a Cup-winning side 
could only enhance Earle's 
claims. It would also complete, 
in a symbolic sense, a surpris- 
ingly gradual progression 
through the ranks that was 
nearly nipped in the bud. Just 
us Stoke City were pondering 


whether to promote him from 
associate schoolboy, the 16- 
year-old with a serious soft 
spot for Manchester City suf- 
fered a broken leg. 

On his release, he was invit- 
ed for a month's trial at Vale 
Park by John Rudge, then the 
assistant manager. Breaking 
into the side at 17. he went on 
to play in every position except 
goalkeeper ana left-back, be- 
coming synonymous with Vtle’s 
rise under Rudge. 

"He has been very influential 
for me. Myself and Mark Bright 
came bade in the afternoons and 
he'd stay behind to work with 
us until five or six o'clock. He 
always said we'd make it if we 
were dedicated." 

Loyalty to Rudge and a be- 
lief in honouring contracts kept 
him in the Potteries longer 


‘My age is 
probably counting 
against me but 
I’ve just got to try 
to force his hand’ 


than was perhaps good for his 
career. When Vale accepted 
Wimbledon's offer of £775,000 
- which looks a steal six years 
on - he wondered whether fare 
was at work. 

For in 1988, shortjy after his 
starring role in Vale's epic vic- 
tory over Tottenham, Earle in- 
vited his team-mates to a Cup 
final barbecue. He drew the win- 
ning ticket in the sweep: the 
Crazy Gang to win 1-0. 

Now he was being wooed by 
their owner at his imposing 
house in St John's Wood- Sam 
Hanunam told him that by the 
time he left. Earle would either 
be his club-record signing or he 
{Hamm am) would never speak 
to him again. 

When he agreed to sign. 
Hamm am kissed him excitedly. 
Earle saw it as a sign of a 


shared passion to succeed. “Td 
spoken to so-called bigger clubs, 
but Sam and Ray Harford (then 
manager) talked about how 
they saw me fitting into the team 
whereas the others concentrat- 
ed on the financial side." 

H am m am convinced him he 
was joining a family. Chatting 
this week at the homely con- 
verted transport cafe where the 
players take tea and tuna rolls 
after training, we could have 
been in an old-fashioned living 
room, Teeoaged trainees min- 
gled with the octogenarian 
chairman, Stanley Reed. Even 
the autograph ’hunter who 
cheekOy asked Mick Harford for 
an orange left with fruit in his 
band rather than a fiea in his ear. 

(Incidentally, the hard-as- 
nafls Harford is the other play- 
er still to “win” the yellow 
jersey. “They daren't give it to 
him," Earle laughed, “even m 
a secret ballot.") 

Yet if Earle's description of 
the Dons' initiation rites is any- 
thing to go by, ibis is also the 
most dysfunctional family since 
the Simpsons. “We were run- 
ning through the woods when 
the lads jumped me and 
stripped me. They gave me a 
traffic cone to cover my best bits 
and left me. 

“How you react to that de- 
termines how much more stick 
you'll get. If you fight back, or 
don't laugh it off; you’re liable 
to find your jacket cul uporyour 
shoes burning." 

Once, in Norway, Earle re- 
turned to the team's hotel to sec 
his clothes, tied in a chain, 
dangling from an eighth-storey 
window. However, opponents 
view Wimbledon as “a glorified 
pub team" at their peril. "We're 
very professional behind the im- 
age. We’ve got some excellent 
technical players, and the boss 
(Joe Kinncar) is as good as any- 
one tactically." 

The antics seem to help the 
bonding process. Unusually, 
the players often go racing or 
simply hang out together after 
training. "It helps you get a feel- 
ing for the people you’re work- 



Robbie Earle: Faces Chelsea in Sunday's Fft Cup semi-final, having scored in every round Photograph: Herbie Knott 


ing for and with. People talk 
about commitment. It’s an in- 
bred thing here. 

“Vinnie (Jones) left once 
and the Crazy Gang spirit car- 
ried on. Fash (John Fashaou) 
left and it stayed strong. A 
great thing this year has been 
the way seven lads from the 
youth set-up have established 
themselves. Everything that 
happens with the first team 
goes on at junior level, too. They 
call themselves the Brat Pack, 
and it just keeps evolving.'" 

Earle received a maximum 10 
for craziness from Jones in a 
tabloid article which infuriated 


Kinnear. But he has also created 
a one-man Sensible Faction 
within the Crazy Gang, proving 
himself an articulate broad- 
caster as well as taking a com- 
puter course in case he opts for 
the media rather than man- 
agement in the long term. 

Chelsea’s foreign legion bar 
his way in the immediate term, 
although Wimbledon and Ear- 
le tend to thrive against them. 
“I scored against them on my 
debut. There are certain teams 
you feel you're going to score 
against. Bristol Rovers were 
one when I was at \hle. Chelsea 
are another. 


“I suppose we look across at 
them a little enviously. They’re 
just up the road, they’ve got big 
support and they’re fashionable. 
But that just means we always 
want to put one over them. 
We’ve also got a great record at 
Arsenal, so we’re hoping the 
two things come together. 

The fatigue evident during 
Wimbledon’s recent poor run 
has been as much mental as 
physical, Earle argued. “We’ve 
never been in a position like this 
season - two semis and high in 
the League - so we’ve had to 
learn how to adjust. But T m sure 
you'll see everyone totally 


refreshed and focused on Sun- 


day.” 

Wic 


rimbledonneed to recapture 
the form that saw off the hold- 
ers, Manchester United, de- 
spite falling behind in the dosing 
minutes at Old Trafford. Earie 
beaded the equaliser, giving 
him “the greatest feeling”. 

Soon after the replay, he 
took his “other” family for a day 
out in Brighton. A group of 
United fans spotted him and 
good-naturedly bemoaned his 
part in their downfall. Which 
goes to show, Mr Hoddle, that 
it is not too late to recognise 
Robbie Earle. 


Zimbabwe 


; Ian Porterfield, the Scotsman 
whose goal won the 1973 FA 

■ Cup for Sunderland, will be 
back in the job market in Muy. 
He intends (n resign as the 
coach of Zimbabwe when his 

I contract expires at the end of 
this month, because or what he 
describes as undeserved crili- 
dsm of his team. 

■ Porterfield - who he Iped re- 

■ build the oalioaal team in 
j neighbouring Zambia when 
. their squad perished in a plane 
: crush in 1993 - has undergone 
1 heavy critic ism since taking up 
| the Zimbabwe job. The media 

has accused him of transform- 
. ing the Zimbabwe side from an 
• attacking outfit into an ultra- 


defensive team. He dismisses 
the attacks, insisting that al- 
though he has some good play- 
ers. he needs lime to rebuild 
and to do a decent job. 

Zimbabwe have lost three 
away matches and won three 
and drawn one heme game un- 
der Porterfield's charge in qual- 
ifiers for the African Nations’ 
Cup and the World Cup. 
“There is too much unwar- 
ranted criticism of the team 
here - unlike Zambia where 
everyone was behind the 
team ” he said. “I am definite- 
ly going bade home to see civ 
wife and my children." 

Bruce Grubbelaar. who was 
caretaker national coach earli- 
er this season before Potter- 
field’s arrival, may be asked to 



when Gabonese fans invaded 
the pitch soon after the visitors 
took a 4-0 lead. Missiles rained 
on to the pitch at the Omni- 
sport stadium as the players fled 
for cover. Fife may allow tbe re- 
sult to stand, and will surely im- 
pose sanctions on Gabon. 

United States 


around the world 


fill the same role again- unless 
his retrial in June on match-fix- 
ing charges dictates otherwise. 

Gabon 

Last Sunday's World Cup 
qualifier between Gabon and 
Morocco in Libreville was 
abandoned after 55 minutes 


Major League Soccer will ex- 
pand to 12 teams in 1988 when 
clubs in Miami (playing at the 
Orange Bowl) and Chicago 
(based at Soldier Field) pin up. 
The latter club will be run by 
Philip Anchutz, who already 
owns the MLS side Colorado 
Rapids and the National Hock- 
ey League's Los Angeles Kin^. 

Rupert Metcalf 


Race for Conference hots up 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Unlike lost season, when Dover 
escaped the drop, the bottom 
three in the GM Vauxhall Con- 
ference will almost certainly be 
relegated this term, as the three 
feeder leagues all look set to 
provide promotion candidates. 

In the Icis League. Yeovil 
lead Enfield by six points, but 
that gap will be hahned if Enfield 
beat Staines at home tonight 
when they play their game in 
hand. Yeovil, who beat Staines 
3-1 on Tuesday, are at Sutton 
United to morrow. 

Leek gained a 2-0 win, with 


goals from Steve Soley and 
Dean Trott, at fifth-placed Bos- 
ton United on Wednesday to 
earn a three-point lead in the 
UniBond League. Leek have 
played three fewer games than 
second-placed Barrow, while 
Hyde and Boston United are 
also in contention far promotion. 

In tbe Dr Martens League, 
Gresley Rovers lead the Premier 
Division by eight points but have 
not applied for promotion, as 
their new stadium will not be 
ready in time. However, die run- 
ners-up are eligible for promo- 
tion, and two fierce local rivals 
are scrapping for this spot 
Gloucester trail second-placed 
Cheltenham by three points 


and have two games in hand. 
Both dubs have their grounds 
inspected by the Conference to- 
day, and both expect to pass. 

England's semi-profession- 
al team are still waiting for their 
first goal this season after Tues- 
day’s 0-0 draw away to the 
Netherlands at Appingedam 
on Tuesday. Their chances of 
finding the net were not im- 
proved when Lee Hughes, Kid- 
derminster’s highly-rated 
striker, limped off in the first 
half with a foot injury. 

MSLAND SaM’ROFGSSUNU.H: Mn Mae- 
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United whingers 

Sir I listened to Graham Kel- 
ly on the radio last night on a 
phone-in with Alan Green, 
and was quite outraged at what 
he said about Manchester 
United being permitted to 
lengthen the season. His words, 
that his “heart" told him Man- 
chester United’s request 
should he granted, enraged 
me. 

We can judge the position of 
the Fool hall Association by 
asking ourselves, if Southamp- 
ton or Nottingham Forest hud 
made the same request, what 
would have been Mr Kelly's re- 
sponse? What would his” heart" 
haw said then? .And even mure 
to the point, if United were to 
get their way on this, how king 
before they stmt throwing their 
weight around in other areas? 

One thing is certain. United 
are not the gentlemanly outfit 
Liwrpool were in their Key-day. 
That’s one of the main reasons 
why many people dislike them 
so much. Liverpool then set an 

example in more ways Lhan 
one. But not the current Unit- 


Sports 

letters 


ed. Some people say Alex Fer- 
guson is in the tradition of 
Busby. Shankly and Stein. 1 say 
rubhish. 

Those men were more than 
just winning machines. They 
had a moral dimension which 
is totally lacking in Ferguson. 
And they certainly would not 
have been trying on tricks like 
this to steal a match. 

IRENE GUY 
Hamburg, Germany 

Primary problem 

Sir: I am afraid Mr Pringle has 
got it all wrong (“Wisden and 
MacLaurin open attack on 
English game." 3 April ). Crick- 
et is not popular in England be- 
cause it is not played in primary 
school*, where women teach- 
ers and women governors ace 
hostile to it. 


We took cricket into my 
son's primacy school and in two 
years gut together a good crick- 
et XI but. more important, a lot 
of younger KW1K erickelers at 
the school were keen to get into 
the team when their age per- 
mitted. The eoihusiasm is 
there, despite the fact that 
cricket takes a long time to 
learn and it is a tragedy that the 
wonderful game of cricket 
doesn't push itself into our pri- 
mary schools. 

My experience proves it 
works and I do hope Lord 
MacLaurin copies my lead, 
but it will cost, of course. The 
more players that come 
through our schools, the high- 
er tbe standards and the 
greater the competition. 
RODNEY J SMITH 
Croydon 

Letters should be marked “For 
publication" and should con- 
tain daytime and evening 
phone numbers. They should 
be sent to Sports Editor; Tbe 
Independent, I Canada 
Square. London E14 5DL. 
They may be shortened for rea- 
sons of space. 
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Mercer hopes 
to be ready 


Chesterfield's goalkeeper Billy 
Mercer will have a fitness test 
tomorrow morning to find out 
if he can play in Sunday's FA 
Cup semi-final against Mid- 
dlesbrough at Old Trafford. 
Mercer, who suffered bruised 
ribs against Gillingham last 
weekend, has resumed light 
training and rates his chances 
of playing as better than 50-50. 

“1 haven't done a great deal 
yet. I’ve still got to dive about 
and see how* it stands up to 
that,” he said yesterday. If Mer- 
cer is ruled out Andy Leaning, 
who deputised against Witford 
on Tuesday, will take over. 

The defender Dairen Carr, 
who has been troubled by a calf 
injury, has come into contention 
after resuming training but Paul 
Holland did not train yesterday 
because of a groin strain and is 
another wony. Andy Morris and 
Chesterfield’s captain, Sean 
Dyche. (fid some light training 
and should be fit. 
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Elite object to change 


Scotland’s leading dubs yes- 
terday pul paid to the propos- 
al for a 16 -team Premier 
Division next season. 

Tbe Scottish League man- 
agement committee scrapped 
plans to put a 16-12-12 divi- 
sional plan to a vote of all 
clubs at the end of the current 
campaign. Now Scottish football 
must wait to see what the future 
holds after a meeting in Edin- 
burgh yesterday between chair- 
men of the top 10 dubs. 

The 16-12-12 plan, original- 
ly pm forward bv Ja&Stccdman 
of Clydebank, is now doomed 
to failure and the matter wiD not 
even be raised at the League’s 
annual meeting on 31 May. 

“The Premier Division rep- 
resentatives on the manage- 
ment committee indicated they 
would vote against the propos- 
al en masse and it was decided 
there was little point in it going 
forward,” the Scottish League 
secretary. Peter Donald, said. 
“They also informed us the 


Premier Division dubs have 
decided to appoint manage- 
ment consultants and a report 
will be received at a later date.” 

The Rangers chairman, 
David Murray, and his Celtic 
counterpart, Fergus McCann, 
are very much at the bean of the 
plans for a “Premiership’’, 
styled on the English example. 
The top clubs want more con- 
trol over negotiations' with’ 
sponsors and television com- 
panies -areas in which current 
contracts expire at the end of 
next season. 

The loan system - common 
in England - may be reintro- 
duced in the Scottish League, 
which will be asked at its annual 
meeting next month to approve 
dubs being allowed to five play- 
ers on loan per season as long 
as three are under-21 age-group 
players. 

There arc various provisions 
written in the proposal to pre- 
vent any club having any more 
Lhan four players on loan at the 


same time. Those over 21 must 
be at the dub for more than one 
month but for less than three 
months - but the younger play- 
ers can slay longer. 

Donald said: “This would 
mean a major dub giving a play- 
er on loan to a dub in a lower 
division so that the boy could 
gain experience. It would help 
youth development” 

..Heart of Midlothian have 
been rebuffed once again in 
their attempt to play Rangers at 
Murrayfield on Sunday 11 May 
instead of ai^necasdeRnk the 
previous day as scheduled. 

The Edinburgh chib wan led 
to switch because of redevel- 
opment work at Tynecastie 
which, they say, will leave them 
without .a police observation 
box. But the League will not al- 
low a switch of the fixture, say- 
ing all last-day games must tie 
played on the same afternoon. 
. .Hearts have now been told to 
install a temporary police box 
or come op with another venue. 


Wednesday they may getaway 
with it, - 

Whoever qualifies at Old 
Trafford. for the final are likely 
to end up losers.. The probable 
opponents look invincible. They 
preceded Wednesday's 2-1 win 
over Ajax in Amsterdam with a 
6-1 disection of Milan away on 
Sunday.. It is a schedule that 
-Would have English managers 
in revolt but, as Terry Venables 
raid sis he returned from Dort- 
mund yesterday, when yotia 
players are that good the usu- 
al rules do not apply. 


Peace 
breaks 
out in 
Wright 
‘feud* 


Ian Wight and Peter S ehm ei- 
chel. have drawn a line under 
their controversial public clash- 
es by assuring the Football As- 
sociation that There is no feud 
between them. 

However, Graham Kelly, the 
FAs chief executive, has warned 
both players that any further 
conflict would lead to a heavy 
penalty. 

Wright, the Arsenal striker, 
and the Manchester United 
keeper. Schmeichel, have been 
involved in incidents twice this 
season following challenges by 
the England international on 
the Dane.' 

Schmeichel was alleged to 
have made racist remarks to 
Wright during United's 1-0 pre- . •. 
miership win at Old Trafford in J. '■ 
November. Wright did not hide 
his anger and the controversy 
broke out a gain after an inciden t 
during United's 2-1 win at Higb- 
. bury on 19 February. 

The Arsenal striker appeared 
to go in studs- first with a chal- 
lenge that drew tbe United 
manager, Alex Ferguson, off the 
bench to make his feelings 
clear. At the final whistle more 
words were exchanged as the 
pair went up the Highbury tun- 
nel with stewards intervening to 
keep them apart 

Tne FA derided to step in to 
what appeared to be an esca- 
lating conflict and its director of 
public affairs, David Davies, yes- 
terday issued Lancaster Gate’s 
official verdicL 

Davies said that Kelly had 
made it clear that disciplinary 
action would not be in (he best 
interests of the game. Wright 
and Schmeichel had made it 
dear that there is no feud arjf 
that they have professional re v 
. spect for each other, although 
both have been warned of their 
responsibilities as role models. 

Davies' statement read: 
“Over several weeks the Foot- 
ball Association has been in- 
volved in confidential 
discussions with representa- 
tives of Arsenal and Manches- 
ter United. These followed 
incidents involving Ian Wright 
and Peter Schmeichel. Also in- 
volved have been Peter Leaver 
of the Premier League and 
Gordon Taylor of the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Association. 

“Ian Wright and Peter 
Schmeichel and their clubs have 
assured the FA there is no feud 
between them and both players 
have made it clear they respetS 
each other as professionals: 
Graham Kelly has received ex- 
pressions of regret from both 
sides and a recognition of the 
wider interests of the game. 

“Ian Wright has been deeply 
upset that what he insists were 
genuine attempts to win the bafl 
have been misinterpreted in 
some quarters. It has already 
been said publicly by Man- 
chester United on Peter 
Schmeichel’s behalf that he is 
not a racist and never will be." 

Kelly has written to Schmei- 
chel, Wright and to their dubs, 
leaving the players in no doubt 
of their responsibilities when 
they next meet on the pilch. 
Failure to meet these standards 
“will be very serious". 

The FA has opened an in- 
vestigation into a mass brawl 
that disfigured a match be- a 
tween the youth teams of they*' 
ground-sharers. Crystal Palace 
and Wimbledon. A racist re- 
mark is alleged to have sparked 
the trouble and now the clubs 
been asked for their observa- 
tions. 


..TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

1,000 


The number .of vomit bags 
that St John Ambulance wfH 
have to fend during the 
London Marathon oh Sunday 
- plus 5;0OQ cotton wool 
hells, .1300. plasters, 300 
.empefrandagesand 881 b of 
petroleum jelly. There vdll be 
£500 medical staff orr duty: 
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Lyle still seeking 
missing magic 

Robert Green reports from Augusta 
on a former champion's mission 
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lit* 

' L ‘ T * J'lfc 
*’* “fc.ll If 


It bas been 10 years since 
&ndy Lyte played in the Ryder 
Cup; nine since he won the 
Masters. He is 39, which too 
often lately has been his score 
for nine holes, although in the 
first round of the Masters, a 
tournament in which he has 
missed the cut more times 
than he has made it since 
1988, conditions were such 
that 39 on either nine was no 
egregious achievement. 

A chill breeze, that would be 
considered negligible at St 
Andrews but at Augusta ren- 
dered the ever treacherous 
greens more unreceptive than 
ever, made it abundantly clear 
to the whole field that par 
would be an excellent score. 

Outwardly at least, nothing 
much bas changed with Lyle 
over these fallow years. His first 
drive was long and strai g ht and 
the subsequent steepling pitch 
set up a chance for a birdie 
three from 15 feet But the putt, 
as they frequently do these 
days, slipped by the hole. 

Yesterday the broom-handle 
was left in the locker in favour 
of a conventional putter, but 
that does not mean to say that 
it days are necesarily num- 
bered. 

Lyle wiD pretty much tiy any- 
thing that might enable him to 
rediscover the magic. The rea- 
son why was succinctly demon- 
strated when he three-putted 


the third and missed from 
three feet at the seventh, 
neither being a heinous offence 
at Augusta but no more ac- 
ceptable for that. 

Sandy has a perfect spon- 
sorship. His shut logo pro- 
claims Lyle -Scot, both his 
name and nationality. He 
strolls down the fairway with 
that familiar, almost endearing; 
ambling gate, yesterday chat- 
ting amicably between shots to 
his playing partner. Mart 
Calcavecchia. 

Nine years ago, Lyle beat 
Calcavecchia by a stroke to win 
the Masters with the assis- 
tance of that bunker diet from 
the fairway trap on the 18th 
that set up his clinching, 
audacious, breathtaking birdie 
from 10 feet. It was hrs third 
win of the fledgling season in 
the States. He was the first 
Briton to don the champion’s 
green jacket He led the money 
list He was the best golfer in 
the world. 

*He should go back to 
Europe,” said Calcavecchia 
ruthlessly. He did. Now he is 
trying primarily to make his 
way cal the US tour once again, 
but he would love to go back 
to the game he had in '88. As 
it was he reached the turn in 
38, better than most of the field. 
Most of the field to that point. 

Even at his best it used to be 
said that Lyle’s swing bad more 


; than Heathrow. One of 
> plethora of teachers, Simon 
Holmes, recently opined: 
* Sandy has always bad a bad 


that he thinks about.” 

When he puts in an en- 
couraging perfonnance. it is 
only effervescent improve- 
ment. At the Players’ Cham- 
pionship two weeks ago, he 
started with the fizz and then 
fizzled ouL He opened with a 
68 and closed with an 80. This 
week at Augusta, the fear has 

to be that he has got his good 

round in beforethe first round. 
On Wednesday, he became 
the first European to win the 
traditional, par-three tourna- 
ment, with a five-under-par 22. 

History says the man who 
wins that cannot go on to win 
the real thing, but no oneex- 
pects Sandy to do that anyway. 
He has not won a tournament 
since die 1992 Volvo Masters. 
In eight American tourna- 
ments in 1997 he has missed 
three cats and bas not been 
placed higher than 18th. 

. Lyle has known the best of 
times in golf, and also the 
most frustrating. But what- 
ever the fluctuations in his 
game, the one thing that has 
never changed has been the 
amenable fashion in which be 
bas dealt with both the rough 
and the fairway. At that at least, 
he remains the champion. 



Prospect 
of 


victory 

boosted 


Athletics 


Sandy tyie drives off the first tee during practice for the Masters, which began yesterday 
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Leading dubs plan to corner League sponsorship 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWEIT 

Rugby's money men took cen- 
tre stage yesterday to prove 
once and for all that when the 
rich get richer, the poor get 
short shrift. Prominent among 
the various winners in the 
financial bail park were Eng- 
land's First and Second Division 
clubs, all of whom were relish- 
ing the prospect of a £7.5 rn in- 
vestment over three years by the 
Allied Dunbar insurance con- 
glomerate. 

Although Allied were in no 


rash to confirm their interest in 
financing the domestic rugfry 
boom, chib insiders were ex- 
pecting the deal to be ratified 
next weefcr England’s league set- 
up, the widest- ranging compe- 
tition of its type in worift sport, 
has been sponsored .-by 
Courage, the brewers, since its 
igcep^n^L 1987, but their 
^^^ gSuSpiresat the end of 
mS season- 

Sadly for the dubs outside - 
the top two divisions, no mon- 
ey from the new deal wOI trick- 
le down through the system, as 
it did in the days of Courage 
sponsorship. With the big- 


spending English £lite hoover- 
ing op every last penny available 
□ext season, well over 1^00 
lesser lights will be left to fum- 
ble m the dark for their own fi- 
nancial salvation. 

Meanwhile, two of the Eng- 
lish sides challenging for Eu- 
ropean Cup competition next 
ana Gloucester, 

I to : 

■ 

their own. Sale’s. membership 
met last night to consider the 
ramifications of a major busi- 
ness investment, thought to 
amount to at least £L5m, while 
Gloucester are due to hold a 


similar general meeting tonight. 
If the West Countrymen ratify 
their proposed cash injection, 
Phil^pe Samt-Andr6, the for- 
mer french captain, could ap- 
pear on the left wing at 
'Kingshohn next season. 

Yesterday’s frenzied, com- 
mercial activity threw up one 
obvious loser, however; Kevin 
Murghy^the England ghysio- 
ipKt,' with drew from this 
summer’s Lions tour of South 
Africa after a financial dispute 
with the management. Mark 
Davies, Murphy’s Welsh coun- 
terpart, wfll make the trip in- 
stead 


•The four home unions were 
not prepared to pay roe any- 
where near the £150 per day 
that is the recognised British 
Medical Association figure for 
employing a locum,'’ said Mur- 
phy, who has travelled with the 
last three Lions parties despite 
running his own practice over 
and above his rugby duties. 

“J am a professional physio 
and 1 need to ensure that some- 
one keeps the practice going 
while I'm away. On previous 
tours, both the team doctor and 
I finished out of pocket, but we 
accepted we would Jose money 
under the amateur regime. If 


England can recognise my 
worth at international level, it 
should be recognised by the 
Lions, too.” 

For all that, there was good 
news for the Lions yesterday. 
Tbny Underwood, one of four 
chosen wings, was confident of 
recovering from the fractured 
jaw he sustained during New- 
castle’s weekend dust-up with 
Bedford in time to catch the 
flight to Johannesburg. 

More importantly stiH, Keith 
Wood, the Harlequins and Ire- 
land hooker who has been 
stricken by shoulder problems 
for the last two months, re- 


ported no ill effects from his 
run-out against Saracens on 
Wednesday night. 

■ England's second-string Test 
squad will play four fixtures in 
Buenos Aires on next month's 
six-match tour of Argentina, 
which starts with a game against 
Cordoba. The trip is similar to 
the visit that England made in 
1990, when they played seven 
games, with four in Buenos 
Aires. 

BKLAND A TOUR SCHEDULE: 21 May: v 
Contaba (Cradoba): 24 May: v Buenos Anus 
(Buenos Ares Cricket & RupyCUri: 27 May: 
v Aiwoma A (Buenos Aires Cnckei & Ru^y 
OuW: 31 Mqy: v Argentina (FCO Ground. 
Buanos Abes): 3 Jdbk v Cuyo (Mendom); 7 
Jnot : vAg»*na (TOO Ground, Buenos Area. 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

The prospea of Sunday’s Flo- 
ra London Marathon producing 
the first British male winner in 
four years rose significantly yes- 
terday as three of the lop in- 
ternational contenders reported 
difficulties in their preparation. 

Canvassed earlier this week on 
who they thought would be their 
main rivals, the leading British 
runners - Paul Evans, Richard 
Nerurkar, Eamonn Martin and 
Gaiv Staines - all gave imme- 
diate mention to Sieve Mon- 
eghetti and Antonio Pinto. 

But Moncghetti, the Aus- 
tralian who was second in Lon- 
don in 1989 and 1995, said 
yesterday he had had his train- 
ing disrupted by an ankle liga- 
ment injury in Februaiy. And 
Pinto, the Portuguese runner 
who won in 1992 and came third 
two years ago. suffered a foot 
injuiy in January. 

Jerry Lawson of the United 
Slates, who finished runner-up to 
Evans in the Chicago Marathon 
last October, abo maintained that 
his preparation had been only 
partially successful although in 
his case the problem was the un- 
seasona] weather in Texas. 

“It's been cold and rainy three- 
quarters of the time I've been 
there, whidi is very unusual” said 
the 30-year-old, who has at- 
tracted particular attention in re- 
cent years for his eccentric hair 
styles- he has raced in luminous 
green and a mohican. 

Lawson, who is as strong but 
not necessarily as sharp as he 
would like to be. is also 
renowned forthe intensity of his 
training, once clocking 830 
miles in a month. “That was be- 
fore 1 ran my first marathon and 
1 was coaching myself” he said. 
“I was learning by trial and er- 
ror. That was one of my trials 
and errors at the same time.’’ 

If the American has become 
more cautious in recent years, 
then so has Pinto, who nearly ran 
away with the 1995 title only to 
see his lead of over a minute cut 
back in the final couple of miles. 
“I am not going to do something 
crazy this time,” he said. 

As temperatures could rise as 
high as 1 7C by late Sunday af- 
ternoon, the organisers are in- 
creasing the number of bottles 
of water on the course from 
500,000 to 650,000 and in- 
stalling shower units at nine. 16 
and 21 and a half miles. 
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Lancashire see the light 


Cricket 


rity 
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Lancashire arc experimenting 
with a mobile floodlighting sys- 
tem which they hope wfll in- 
crease their chances of staging 
one of the World Cup matches 
under lights in two years’ time. 

The Benson and Hedges Cup 
and NatWest Trophy holders 

C a 50-overe friendly against 
shire at Old Tfafford on 21 
July, starting at 3pm and finish- 
ing around 1 lpm. in an attempt 
jto gauge how northern cricket 
Kraus react to day-night matches. 

The friendly Roses game fol- 
lows similar ideas from Surrey 
and Warwickshire, who are also 
pla nning floodlit matches this 
season, and if the concept catch- 
es on it could become part of the 
1999 World Cup, due to be 
'staged in England. 

Trucks with banks of fightswfll 


be positioned outside the 
perimeter of Old Trafford and 
m i rm in a te die playing area. If 
successful L anca s hir e plan to ia- 
crease the number of day-night 
fixtures next season. 

“We tested it at the end of 
January and it looked very 
good,” the county’s chief exec- 
utive John Bower said. “It’s an 
opportunity, by staging a day- 
night match, to seen it attracts 
a different audience. 

‘What we need is to attract new 
fane to come and watch cricket. 
The temperature and climate is 
different to Australia I know,bui 

I believe we should find ways and 

means of doing things rather 
than putting up obstacles. If the 
experiments prove successful the 


Turner under 
Investigation 

. 1 Athletics 

.vi ^ Officials from three organisa- 
• . lions are to meet to investigate 
the of a banned sprinter 
whowas picked forthe Wxkl In- 




_ * • -- - - 

(he Scottish Games Association 

in January for testing positive 
for an illegal stimulant. 

The British Athletic Feder- 
ation, which selected the squad, 
had hot been told of the ban and 
has requested more information 
from the SGA. as has the world 
governing body, the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletics 
Federation. M . 

A BAF spokesman said: a 

meeting is being held between 
the SGA, the Scottish Aihleocs 
Federation and the BAF on 23 
Aprq to discuss the matter. 
’’We have requeste d fart her 

Aifonnation m writing from the 

■SGA. and the LAAF have re- 
quested of us the same infor- 
mation,”. . „ - 

■’ n *nierw»caughtiiangan3- 
1 stimulant in the New Year 
IspriittmEdmbuxgk- 


wiUwantlo look at th in gs differ- 
ently and competitions like the 
Sunday League and the one-day 
trophies are prime cand i dates.” 


Americ an fbotbaH 

Sban St**, tte Scottish daymores nxi- 


Jim Combes, Lancashire’s 

Trmrifptmg manager, said; **Tfthp 

match against Yorkshire is suc- 
cessful we will go to the Board 
and suggest we stage a quarter- 
final or senu-fioal of the World 
Cup under lights. I was amazed 
when it was tested because you 
could see everything so clearly. 
It's a simil ar system to that 
which Warwickshire are think- 
ing of using but Surrey are be- 
ing forced to use the fights 
inside the ground because the 
Oval is such a big playing area.” 
I The ICC Ttopny third place 
laudlre- 

lm Kuala Lumpurwasafran- 
doned for the day yesterday due 
to a thundexstonn, wfth Scotland 
on 56 for 1 from 19 ovexs. If jflay 
is not possible today, Ireland will 
win by virtue, of scoring more 


through to the 1999 World Cap 
finals m En gland. • . 


Cautious Graf to 
postpone return 


Tennis 


Steffi Graf yesterday postponed 
her comeback after a knee in- 
jury, pulling out of this month’s 
Hamburg Open where she 
could have fared the new world 
No 1, Martina Hingis. 

“My long break from the 
game means! have to be care- 
ful about my preparations 
which, will take a bit longer.” 
Graf said. U 1 don’t want to put 
my good recovery in any dan- 
ger by coming back too soon.” 

Graf the Wimbledon cham- 
pion, lost the No 1 spot to the 
Swiss teenager at the end of last 
month. The Hamburg tourna- 
ment starts on 29 April 

Croatia's Goran Ivanisevic 
broke three fittie bones in the 


middle finger of his right hand 
but will try to continue playing 
in tournaments. 

Ivanisevic, ranked No 5 in the 
world and winner of 19 career 
titles, slammed the door on his 
finger at his apartment in Split. 
Doctors suggested that Ivani- 
sevic should take a one-month 
break from, the game, but he 
said: “I have no intention to stay 
away for such a long time.’’ 

Andrei Pavel of Romania, 
caused an upset by defeating the 
Wimbledon champion, Richard 
Krajicek, yesterday m a second- 
round match of the Gold Hake 
Open event in Madras, India. 

Pavel, who lives in Germany 
but plays Davis Cup for Ro- 
mania. overpowered the Dutch 
top seed 7-5, 6-3, to move into 
the quarter-finals. 


McDermott ban stays 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Leagtedub next week after 
charges Mere tSoppcd relating to an af- 


ianSi Airport last month foftHtfngthP 
aflegsd IncWent hi Ftortda in December 
. and was immediate* suspended by The 
League. The Dan ws lifted writer th« 
week but too law fcnhejropurt ng nwEft 
against the Amsterdam Admirals 
.tomorrow: .. 

Badminton 

Simon Archer and JuHe Bradbury wjll 
resume their tonfr 8 taneflng p 8 rtne|shlp 
at the World Championships In Glas- 
gow next month- They are among a 
squad of 24 selected lor the ibvwb; but 
there Is no place for one of Bntalns 
best women's payers. Jo MUBBPWg; 
following a longwm dispute 
Steve Baddetey, the national manga 

ENGLAND SQUAD 

(Hasttar, 25 Muy-* ■***»>= 

O Has. C Hastton, PKnowte. M Consta- 

end J (Mm. I pearaon m J Andnsrn, J 

Robertson and A dark. Women, Ad tf i 

Hurt and tWogR- 

CtaKendWriOrt 


AMBHCAN IfASUE: Detroit 10 MJrvxwota 

& CMCB 0 ) vm» So* O Toronto 5; MM 

■ A .Boston 3 OD Aral; Seattle 11 Ctetand 

1 ; Kansas Ob 2 Batdnwe 4; Anthcfen 5 NT 

waos rafroofroaod: M MSa vT am, 

NAnOIMLUABUe San Randsco 3 PNMM- 
pHaO; Colorado 13 Clndmati 4; Atlanta 4 
Housmn 3 02 Misl: Los Angates 3 NY MOB 
2 04 tans* Sen Otap 2 AtUbwtfi 4. 

Bastotbafl 

NBA: Attna Ufl PMadakMa MH; CMooa 

136 Boe&n 111; Utah 1011A LstaBB 89; 1n- 

dtaRB 8Q CNss0> 88- 

WQMEirS HHIOLEAQOE Rnois (laftaaa. 


aMft&orfc K Noth VMdieni 23-13; Hen* 
Cnss M Dartreon 24-iaWptes float Ben- 
mam (R Stag*. A was. T Max*) a 
tamffxypa, Northampton (A Mann, I MHk- 
sr.M Sharps) 19-18. 


at TUiniptaoa ofay-off: Ruaxnberoh 

(StowM 74 Como (IQ SSL Aral Bourns (ft) 
. 71 wtippata (Get) 52. 

Bowls 

AIL ENGLAND MEN'S INDOOR CHAM- 

PIONSHIP (MELTON MOWBRAY}: Mrs 
saooad roupdtYorfc C and I BoytaJ be Cbr- 

rto Dunbar (R ftancta. SShaeweS) 23-12; 

Moral Bod^i CS fktH / U Bunwn) btMd 
StdftftO A GOoudre) 30-1& Tymdata (K 

HoMr. K Henctamon} M SMiYfon WBflteeot 
(S Hathart*. sveraru 22-17; (tonhWaWoni 
(B Taykr and D Ward txmtxyfi Raw and 
P Hobday) 26-14; ExOrte (S SWOTW I 

Bond) btC^nmeasalDendlOrtsfra^ 

Handy Cross (A SpnSl and GGraeejtt&tSdi 

Ctlephra £M Hownan and R StSnrtpnj 

3irl3fWWbn» (RJ^tss, MYelaxO MBar- 
weo (A Burtxd. P MeaMn) 20-M: taitagon 

(Ka OTB ata^ aPa^wg l OA Wre and 


Richie WootftaS’s comeback has been 
delayed foHcwingebow sugery The far- 
mer European and Commonwealth 
mJddteWBjght champion who has not 
-fbu^rt since Octohet had orlgjnafiy 
planned to make a return to action in 
May but he is now almftig for August 

Football 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Eknpaan 
cup S a mi fli afc , (bat tag *** 1 lUgranen 

65) Jumnaa 2 (Amoruao 14, Mol 42); 
Bomsata Donnuid 1 (Ttartscboh 76) Man- 
chester umtad a FA Carftag P ra ml a riftlp: 
Cmenay 3 (DuUbi 49. WMans 51, Vtaatan 
58) Ctwkea 1 (P H^wa 43); Deny l (Wart 

66 ) Southampton 1 OW N OR 90 k Burton 
1 (Brandi 17) Locator 1 (ManhaB 70); 


StaAeta Wednesfcr 2 («wnnn IS. Boom 
7(8 Tottenham 1 CMOdsen 4®; Vtet Ham 0 
MaJdfedjfMh 0: Wantfadon 0 Aston Wfa 2 
(MaossacK, VMK 78). NaNawM* Foot- 
'MBiM0iePaatOMiionsCMi1tDn2(Naiv- 
ton 61, 90) Huddwfieta 1 (DNttn 77); 
ManeboKsr Qw 1 (NrMsdre 34) BCfeM 2 
(P aat efatnan 38, SaBBia 58K Wan tom l 
(Psscncofeto 73) Ciysal Rate 0. Dr Morten 
tM 0 N Pr ai utar DMHcwc N n p o rt AFC 2 

Athoste 0;SaitevTia 1 BatdbckO. Mft- 

tood DMatao: CtabyT ^epdwd (Xnemtl; 
Raunds2 Enertam 1; VSftjfflr 2 Bethmrtfi 

2. Southoni OMataic Beehtayr 0 tom 3. 


Iota (rwignw Prater DMdoK Harrow Bor- 
ou0i 1 Betap'sStortbn) L Second OMttac 
Met Pdce 1 Bedford Tounl. Third DMaton: 
FtadMeS Haath 3 Hartow 1; lams 4 Kings- 
toay 1. uraborto l . a a g u a Prater DW a hwe 
asnop AucMand 3 twdo UU 0; Boston UU O 
Leak 2; ttoowday l Runcwn 1. Serawfix Dl- 
reet LaagM Prendar DMstoo: Bntfngon 0 
Catna 2. Wtoatontaad Kant Laagra Ffcwt Dt- 
1 1 Fawshain 2. Uo^ot Sua- 
. _ iHrat DMatarc E as ho om a 

Town 1 Sahdean 3. UHL Sport italtwi Cotm- 
tJua tatgn Premier DMcfcxn Mrrtaes 
1 1 Spakfing Utd 0. Jo — on Wov- 
reh 6 Portsmouth rn 

1. North West Counttaa tuagua FMDM- 
•toKDan«nlHo!VtrOMBc«eO;7rB8CttC&- 
btas 1 Kdsgrow 1. Northam Counttaa East 
Lmga* Premier DMsion: HaJfam 1 Befcer 

2. F adaredno nre wai y N wtfmu I eate nmt 
Dh iri ou: Craofc 0 Beeftngton Tenters 2. Paat- 
ponaifc WHtoy w RTM ftenoastta. Rraaa AJour- 
b«i HJg&lefxJ LoefiiKCm Rangers 4 
OMrtMfe 1; EJen&y 2 Bute Thlstta 1; 
Foma Mechanics l Lossiemouth 4; Kerth 2 
RasartU0l 0: Naan county 0 With Acadany 
a Lwgua of Wai or- Carwaaa Bay 1 Wetsn- 
pod 0; Btow V3te 4 Bfflon Fenv 0. Poete 
l AMfimr. Premtar DMrtoni BlaeKtxjm flowre 
1 Oktun 0: Moorman faresi 0 Leeds uw 
■L nret DMbIoie Port Vata 1 Smdertand 0. 
Second DMsion: Bradford Gey 0 Yorx 3: 
ShmBtuylfinmiiwUSBXlipoROBemB- 
tay3; Wtatarn lCartsta2-1Mrd DMsion: 
CnesterteW OWolsel 1; Dmcasta-2 Chester 
4; Rochdale 0 Lincoln City 0: Wfgan 1 Dor 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADRELD 

The Bradford Bulls chairman, 
Chris Caisley, has criticised the 
league's disoplinaiy system af- 
ter his prop, Brian McDer- 
mott, failed in his appeal 
yesterday against the remaining 
three matches of his suspension 
for punching. 

“We are aggrieved at the in- 
consistency of the system and 
aggrieved that the committee 
found, despite the evidence to 
the contraiy, that he had not 
been provoked,” Caisley said. 

“Our player has been banned 
for four matches for fighting 
while Leeds’ Barrie McDer- 
mott, who has a far worse dis- 
ciplinary record, only got three 
for a high tackle, which is po- 
tentially far more dangerous." 

Caisley favours a system of 


Ungton X. Avon (nsamnea Ca m b hra tton 

First DMstaK Boumeraoutn 0 Swansea 0; 

Bnrtnm 5 Cardiff 0; MBwoC 0 Tottenham l_ 

Laagca Cup: Wimoiedon 2 Oxford V 

Soutraraptcin 1 Cnstto Pate 1. FA YouOi 

' " A flret I 


Ob — ra Mta el Brat to£ Luton Town l 

Leeds IM 2- Wortd Cup AMcan zone Sraop 

Three {Harare, ZtadraEwc^ Zaire 2 (Sunda 

29. Bezentoa 5Q Arabia 2 (K MrtH 23L Tern- 

bo 81). Soman Laagna St tod) 2 lEmer- 

son 7, Scfnptoe 91 V»L Bochum 1 (KracM 74). 

Ice hockey 

IM: Obmb 5 Hardto 4; Mr Mamet* l Mon- 
treal 3; Honda 4 New Jersey 2; Cneaeo 0 St 
Loulsl:DeAas3Tarareo2:SBniose4Co(- 
OGdo 1; Datrec 3 Etoerttn 3 ted: varcouw 
6 Pnoenh 4; Anahren 4 Los Anitas i_ 

Rogby League 

WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULT: SOCOnd Dt- 

vMow Leish 41 Bramley m 

Rugby Union 

Douses Mor^n, Die former national 

coach wfl manage Soodand’s tour for 
South Africa the summer. A 30-scnng 
party wfi be annomed on Mondax along 
with (he coacfrettam, fcr the but wJacn 
be^ns against Zimbabwe on 17 June. 

COURAGE CUBS’ CHAOTONSM* Mdtaoal 
‘ f r One Hariequlns 27 Saracens O. 


fixed penalties, which was dis- 
cussed but found little support 
at the meeting of the Rugby 
League Council this week. 

Tne first consequence of the 
appeal's failure is that the Bulls' 
coach wfll have to manage with- 
out one of his key forwards at 
Wigan tonight. He will use a 
combination of Paul Anderson 
and Jeff Wittenberg to com- 
pensate against a Wigan team 
which be predicts “wifi be at its 
best for such a big match." 

Wigan have opted for the 
fe minin e touch on the admin- 
istration side by promoting dub 
secretary Mary Sharkey to foot- 
ball manager. Sharkey, 33, who 
has spent 16 years at the club, 
becomes Super League’s second 
woman football manager, fol- 
lowing the appointment of Re- 
becca Cove at Paris St-Geimain. 

St Helens, just behind Bulls 
at the iop of Super League, go 


Safffng 

Hie liatan helmsman. Francesco be An- 
Sstis, is ftsvmgtalKs wrrh Paul Cayanfs 
SwedtehiBamEFVilhnsreailSyntfccaffi- 
He «s expected to teave after being ap- 
proached lo be skipper of Italy's Amer- 
ica's C143 Chatengs on OWand m 2000. 

Speedway 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Premier 


61oa^gcw39-l 

bourne 44; Foote 52 Pctertwix^i 38. 

Swbnmlm* 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP TRIALS 
ISbafBMd): Man. MOre bidMttBuha: 1 R 
Maden (Rocndale) WO. 73; 2 A Ayres 
(Swansea* 1.-0338; 3 D Mm (tale Of WS$TU 
toua. soon butterfly: 1 S Pary (User- 
pool) 54.03: 2 J fekman (Stockport' 54.46: 
3 M WatkTC (Torfaen) S537. 200 m treoewta: 

iPtomer(BBM Iran 49^eoc; 2 J Sailer 

(£i»>tW 9 t] 1^034; 3 A Ctoy»n aeedsi 
iaa7& Women, LOOm free***: 1 S Ropn 
(Newcasttot 5834; 2 K Pwheniw (tpoacM 
56.71: 3 C Muddart (leedsi 56.81. 200m 
bre w ttek e: 1 J Kirg iBsrni 233^8: 2 L 
Hndroardi i Leeds) 2J533: 3 K Earn (New- 
castte-under-Lyme! 236.19. 400m medHge 
1 S Neste (PorcnKUh) 4-3423: 2 j Swal- 
towKtowhatefi)4*193;3RCofrw(Wi«n) 
458.45. 


to Leeds, for whom Iestyn Har- 
ris makes his first start. Harris, 
who was an instant success 
when he made his debut as a 
substitute against Wigan last 
week, will be in his favourite 
stand-off position against the 
side who were the favourites to 
sign him. Lee St Hilaire replaces 
the injured Leroy Rivett on the 
wing. 

If Bradford and Saints lose, 
Salford could be the leaders of 
Super League. They face 
Sheffield without Andy Platt, 
who has a rib injuiy, but winger 
Paul Evans has escaped a ban 
for an alleged high tackle. 

Halifax have increased their 
French contingent to five with 
the arrival of the Tunisian-born 
Test forward. Ezzedine Attia, 
and the half-back, Vincent 
Banet, plus two teenagers, Lau- 
rent Frayssinous and Jerome 
Guisset. 


Tennis 

MMS CUP WORLD GROW QUALIFYING 
ROUND DRAW Ztnbabim v Austria; Brazil 
v Hew Zealand; India v CMe; Belgium « 
Fiance: Germary vMewca ftjssa v ftxnana; 
Canada v Slovakia; Swbzsiiand v South Ko- 
rea. fMftctes ID fte pteyefl 17 to 19 Sep- 
tenibert. 

HONG KONG MENS OPEN Second roind: 
T WtoodbridgD (AuS) fca D Sapsford (GB) 8-1 
3-66-1: DPrinosi (Gar) MG Rdoux [Frt 3-4 
ret. 

ESTORIL MEN'S OPEN Secomi rate: C 
Moya (Sp) bt R Fromderg (Aus) 8-2 6-3; F 
Manfflto ISp) ttt H Aran (Mon B-2 6-3; F 
Ctavet (Sp) K G Kuerten (Bra) 1-6 6-1 7-6: 
A BemsaogA (Sp) M C Ruud (Nor) S-l 6-4. 
BAUSCH & LAMB WOMEN-S CHAM- 
PIONSMP (Amafla btend, Fta): Second 

rate: J Nowma (C2 Rep) b( B Scftea (Aut) 

445 B-4 60; i Ms 

(Sp) 6-3 6-2: 1 

Souia b (Can) i. _ 

Nagycwa iStovak) 7-5 60; A Coener (SA> 
bt A Mauresme (Fr) 6-4 1-6 6-1; B Schute- 
MeCarpiy (NedDMSKteinora iCzRep) 7-5 

6- 3: A Real (Fr) R E UUiovtseva (Rus) 1-8 

7- 6 6-4; R Dragpmk- (Romm a) bt A Gross- 
man (US) 6-2 6-3; C ftfcn OIS) bt VWfcns 
(US1 6-4 6-0: J Kandar (Get) bt S Foma 
lit) 6-4 7-6; M Wengartwr (Ger) bt T Jec- 
reenka pbg) 2-6 7-6 7-5. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unfess-saatf 
NATXNMBC FD01BAU. IEASUE 
SBCOM) DIVISION 
H rt hMb Bi v Brectfbttl U-*S > — 
TMTOOM 8 IOH 


{TAB} 

(7^8) 


KtS LEAGUE 


Dfcktac Enfield v 


NOfOK WEST COUNIBSlfiMIUE M 01- 

vtskm: RMsendata v MoeNay. 

IMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE FW W- 
yWMB NMHGlrt v Stuteam.- 


BASS HBSH CUP SwHntf: GtaMWi v 
Omo^i & rfw (VW, 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE Of IRE- 
LAW) tonder DMcion: Si Patrick's Attset* 
to » Bnjrytetoerere 

iTnUiy Icmpm 

SJCMS SUPHt IfASUE tceds v St Ketene 
(TJaftSrtbidYSnrtTWd ffjaot: W^nvBte 
ton) (7 JO). First DMate Dwotaay v 
WWnes (7^45). Beoood OMalon: Lancashire 
(jrrw'v Y6rk (I -3d. 


BtmaracHNmoNSHPPiAMVFtte- 
■ laH M to t tag Hawcraae wtondm 


Spoodway 

PREMIER LEAGUE KNOCK-OUT CUP: Ed- 
Hn^ V Hu* (7303; Qttrt vBfflBr(7.45). 
STAR CUP: Bate Vue v toindon (7301; 
Petertroirougb * Poole (730). 

BRITISH UM)ER-2X CHAMPIONSHIPS 
SMBHte: Arena Essex I&ni. 

Otter sports 

SWl—ime: EraopaafrOieniplBnahip inata 
(StafltahQ. 

BOWLS: Enflisti Men's Cftamptonsrtp 
(Mteon MoHtn$). . . 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 9/4/97. The winning numbers: 6. 22, 35, 42, 45, 49. Sonus number: 16. 






Mated 6 (Jackpot) 

2 

£1.961.005 

£3.922.010 

Match 5 plus bonus bail 

7 

£172.396 

£1.206.772 

Match 5 

371 

£2.032 

£753.872 

Match 4 

22.469 

£73 

£1.640.237 

Match 3 

411.302 

£10 

£4.113.020 

TOTALS 

434.151 


£11.635.911 

OCaraeiM Group Hr. Pliers must De 16 or over. 

Breswge (prizes 

rounded down la nesrcsi £11: £19.437 


* 


me *wnjr rar.w, ^ the national LOTTEmr- 

ln ihc event a 1 any dwcteaoncy in toe above. PM asm comainad «n Cawiai cwnrei caatputet Shall pransl. 
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Naked ambition 

Hard graft has paid off 
for Robbie Earle, page 30 


sport 
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Painful saddles 

Andrew. Martin 
on the Superbikes, page 29 


Ir -m+fiTL 


United to appeal as season extension ruled out 


Football 

ROB McLEAN 


Manchester United will launch 
an immediate appeal to tbe 
Football Association over the 
Premier League’s refusal to 
grant them an extension to the 
season to alleviate their massive 
fixture crisis. 

Their chairman Martin Ed* 
wards reacted angrily to this 
morning's decision which leaves 
his club facing four games in the 
final eight days of the season to 
deride their title destiny. 

Edwards slammed the Pre- 
miership as ’'amateurish' and 
the decision as “ludicrous". He 
said: “We will obviously appeal 


this to the FA. We have to do 
this. We believe this is tbe 
wrong derision. 

“Tune is of the essence so we 

will do that as soon as possible. 

We are extremely upset and ag- 
grieved about the decision. If 
the FA turn it down, whether we 
can take it to law, I don't know. 
That's something we will have 
to look at in due course. 

"We either have to win it by 
appeal to the FA or maybe a ju- 
dicial review or something like 
that. I think it is that serious." 

United, still clinging on to 
their dream of winning the Eu- 
ropean Cup, wanted an extra few 
days to arrange their outstand- 
ing fixture against Newcastle. 

United’s rivals Arsenal and 


Liverpool objected to them be- 
ing granted special treatment 
and after meeting with tbe FA 
chief executive, Peter Leaver, 
and the Premier League chair- 
man, Sir John Quinton, United 
heard the bad news. 

“In reaching a decision the 
Premier League board has con- 
sidered the need of all the 
clubs and taken full account of 
the issues at stake in the final 
weekend of the season,” a 
spokesman explained. 

"At this stage it tspo^ble that 
every game on 11 May will 
have an impact on either tbe 
championship, European places 
or relegation." 

However, Edwards is aston- 
ished that the diraax of a nine- 


month campaign should be con- 
densed into a week at tbe end 
of the season. 

United will now meet Leices- 
ter away on 3 May, followed by 

home games against Middles- 
brough, Newcastle and finally 
West Ham on 6 May, 8 May and 
11 May respectively. 

Edwards explained: "We are 
extremely disappointed. People 
criticise and say it is Manches- 
ter United moaning and whin- 
ing again. But there are 
particular circumstances why we 
were aggrieved. 

“We were due to play Mid- 
dlesbrough but the date clashed 
with the FA Cup and that com- 
petition took preference. 

“We rearranged the fixture 


but Middlesbrough .had to 
reschedule their game against 
Stockport because the Stock- 
port pitch was waterlogged and 
this time it was the Coca-Cola 

Cl ^We have Sen available on 
other to rearrange match- 
es but other dubs were given 
preference. 

“We have tried very hard to 
sort this out because we were 
aware of the fixture problems 
piling up. Suddenly now h is 
only Manchester United being 
asked to play these four games 
in eight days. 

“lb expect us to play more 
than 10 per cent of the season 
oversight days is quite ludicrous. 
They say tins is tbe best league 


in tbe world, but this is ama- 
teurish. It’s craqr and it simply 
shows how badly it® being run.* 

United could well have ar- 
gued that Middlesbrough’s of- 
fence in "calling off their fixture 
at Blackburn because of irguries 
is at the root of United’s own 
problems - something the Pre- 
mier League surely would have 
found hard to resist, having 
docked Boro three points and 
then insisted their" fine must 
stand after appeal. 

Edwards added: "We just ar- 
gued the case from our point of 
view. There are other points 
other people might make.” 

Sir Bobby Chariton, with the 
United team in Dortmund for 
Wednesday's European Cup 


semirfinal first leg defeat, said* 
"You dobqpe that the FA would 
txy to help chibs , that are suc- 
cessful. They cancelled our 
Easier programme for interna- 
tionals ana. now they are forc- 
ing us to play four games- in 
eight days. It’s madness. 

' “We are representing Eng- 
land -and Uverpod are as well 
-just the same as the national 
team. We would hope that bur 
own association would try to 
help us, but they don’t seem to 
be interested. 

Chariton, a United director 
and a member of their 1968 Eu- 
ropean “Clip ‘ winning team 
added: “I think we should have 
something to say about this 
derision, even if 1 don't believe 


that the FA will have a rethink 
we will appeal. They’ve had 
p-nraigh time to think about it 
already. But we can’tlet it 
Eke this, even if it’s just to make 
sure' that this situation ne ver 
arises in tbe future. 

"They said in 1992, after we 
were forced to play four games 
in six days and lost the league- 
title, that the advent of the 
mier League would make sure 
' that this never happened again- 

But it has and we’re paying for 

our success again.” 

Arsenal’s manager Arsine 
Wenger and Liverpool’s Roy 
Evans yesterday both backed the 
Premier League's rejection of 
United's bid for an extension to 
the season. 


61st US MASTERS: British challenge off to shaky start as Westwood finds too many bunkers Shearer bid 

dismissed by 
Newcastle 



Eye on the ball: Paul A zinger lines up his putt on the first green during the First round of the US Masters which began at Augusta yesterday 


. Photograph: . Allsport 


Torrance troubled by greens 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Augusta 

The honorary starters had the 
right idea on a chilly Thursday 
morning at Augusta. As tra- 
dition dictates, Sam Snead, 84, 
Byron Nelson, 85 and Gene 
Sarnzen. at a stalely 95. all 
drove off the first lee at Sam 
to get the hist Masters under 
way. They then picked up 


their balls, or in Tact, had 
them collected for them, and 
disappeared into the club- 
house for breakfast. 

They left the task of nego- 
tiating the fearsome greens to 
those w’ho followed. Wise 
men. Ken Green took a sev- 
en at the par-three I6th with- 
out going in the water. 
Instead, he five-putted. Scott 
Hocb faced a 20-foot putt for 
his third shot at the ninth and 
a 50-yard chip for his fourth. 


Dan Foreman, despite three- 
putting six of the first seven 
greens, was one of four on 74 
once the first quarter of the 
field had completed their 
rounds. 

Hoch’s playing partner, 
Scotland’s Sam Tbrrance, was 
briefly joint leader when he re- 
turned a three-over 75. His 
first words were no longer 
than four letters on which be 
was prepared to be quoted. 
“I’d say the greens were un- 
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fair.” Torrance said. “They 
are fair if you hit the ball in the 
right spot, but you know that 
before you come here. They 
are not normally this impos- 
sible on the first day. I'd pre- 
fer a little more leniency so 
guys are happy with 68s and 
not 75s." 

Augusta officials went to 
great lengths on Wednesday to 
deny tbe course had been set 
up any differently from usual. 
“I've heard some comments 
that the greens arc faster than 
last year," Will Nicholson, the 
championship chairman, said. 
“The greens are soft and fast 
and substantially the same as 
last year." Having said that, it 
was hardly likely that there was 
going to be a repeat of Greg 
Norman's opening 63 a year 
ago. which equalled Nick 
Price's course record. 

Until conditions warmed 
up for the later starters, the 
cold breeze for those at the top 
of the draw meant a disad- 
vantage in terms of length off 
the tee and spin on the greens. 
Green's figures were a mass of 
green (for over-par scores) and 
his 87 was higher than efforts 
from former champions such 
as 74-year-old Doug Ford, 
Gay Brewer, Billy Casper and 
Charles Coody. “it’s brutal," 
said John Cook, another ear- 
ly starter who shot a 77. “The 
greens arc rock hard. Tbe 
first green is turning blue." 

Torrance was forced to pull 
out of the tournament in New 
Orleans last week with a wrist 


injury, but he was successful- 
ly treated by a physiotherapist 
in Dallas were he was staying 
with David Feherty. The pair 
arrived in Augusta on Monday, 
Feherty to work for CBS tele- 
vision and Ibrrance to redis- 
cover bis swing on the range. 
He three-putted with his 
broom handle three times in 
the first seven holes but holed 
from six feet at the par-three 
sixth. 

Even then, the good work 
set up by his five-iron tee shot 
almosL came to nothing. “I 
barely touched Lhe putt but if 
it had not gone in the hole 
then it would have been 20 feet 
past," he said. “It was hard 
work from the first tee to the 
last green." At least Torrance 
had an inkling of whaL was in 
store for him. Lee Westwood, 
the 23-year-old rookie from 
Worksop, did not and started 
six-six. 


. * denotes amatBur . 

(US unless Stated! 

74 D Foreman, J Sluman, D VMdorf 
3 Hart 

75 SOnkS Terrance <GBh 
tejLeonart. 

77 j Cook, T Aaron. LIAfestwood (Get, 
SMcCarron. • 

79 S Koch, L Mize. M Bradley. : 

B 2 *J Mfflet . . 

S3 c coody, a Casper 
EMtCBrewec 

55 □ Ford. • '.t . 

37 K Green. 


“It was slightly different 
from the practice rounds," he 
sighed after a 77. “When you 
have a card and a pencil in 
your back pocket, it is totally 
different. 

“This is like nothing I have 
played before. It is the only 
one of its kind I should imag- 
ine. It was a bit overwhelming 
on the first tee and I started 
badly and got worse, but over- 
all it was great fun.” 

Westwood, who was plan- 
ning to marry Andrew 
Coltart’s sister, Laurae, on 
Saturday, drove into the 
bunker on tbe right of the first 
and was in two more at the sec- 
ond. “I was in so many 
bunkers tbe glare from the sun 
could have given me a 
headache," he said. After 
splashing back on to tbe fair- 
way at the first, his pitch shot 
went though the back of the 
green. He chipped back to 
eight feet and the putt broke 
less than he thought. 

Saving par on tbe third af- 
ter onlyjust dribbling his chip 
on to the green and delicate- 
ly two-putting at the fourth, 
enabled him to begin to settle 
down. Having gone to the 
turn in 40. Westwood struck a 
eight-iron to 20 feet at the 10th 
for a birdie. At the famous 
12th, the wind was against 
and he asked his caddie for a 
nine-iron and hit as quickly as 
he could before the wind 
changed. He found the green 
and onlyjust missed his birdie, 
lyle’s missing magic, page 31 


ACROSS 

I Reserves of courage’.' to.4) 

o Flemish work is a failure (4) 

in Artist withdrawing before 
udvcraiy’s appearance |7) 

I I Line British sailor follows in 
Cyprus, being a querulous 
type'.' (7) 

12 Nonsense that is seen in 
liospilal department makes 
you huiline l u ) 

13 Shame tars associated with 
by-product of cigarette (5) 

14 About an hour is needed to 
cauterise cut (5) 

15 Lift shown in part of archi- 
tect's drawing f 9) 

17 Ancient Greek polity, stalk 
vet fluid? (4. 5l 

20 Puzzle set by Confederate 
soldier. American (.5 1 

21 Boredom at Iiim enveloping 
Athenian character in Ul- " 
ster?(5) 


23 Shukv translator keen to do 
well (9) 

25 Hairstyle vou’tl see English 
sporting 0) 

2b In my dreams 1 waste time, 
_ consuming energy ( 7 ) 

27 Lift offered in opposite di- 
rection when returning (4) 

28 Standard character in 
Shakespearean comedy 
1 101 

DOWN 

1 Bit of grass where you've to 

S Jn wheels? (5) 

c old archbishop, almost 
true-blue when tackled on 
scripture? (9) 

3 Where carriages are apt to 
cause obstructions? (5-9) 

4 Drink - only half - priest's 
constrained to accept (7) 

5 Ki^s with restraint and 
you'll get a boring Christ- 
Wins present (7) " 


7 Oriental religious type 
starting to lead in Beast 
of burden (5) 

8 Calls for public facili- 
ties? (3-61 

9 Slecplng-oags? (6. 8) 

14 It follows blooming of 

crocuses around start of 
spring (9) 

16 Unusually big moor fea- 
turing ling, not half in a 
tangle (9) 

18 Style or cut of red coat 
(3,4) 

19 Spanish article for in- 
stance has one account 
of mournful poetry (7) 

22 Nymph from north 
neecung help to get 
around Austria (5) 

24 Fen the French used 
with a certain panache 
(5) 
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Motor racing 


Williams’ pursuit of the Formula 
One world title will continue to 
be backed by Rothmans, who 
first formed their successful 
partnership with the Didcot- 
based team in 1994. The ciga- 
rette company has agreed to 
back Williams again next year. 

No figure has been an- 
nounced, but deals between a 
team and its main backer are 
usually put around £20m. 

The sponsorship extension 
comes as particularly welcome 
news for Williams, the sport's 
most successful team, as they 
face having to pay for engines 
from next year, Renault, who 
are pulling exit of the sport, have 
handed over the supply of their 
engines to their partner, 
Mccachrome, although teams 
will have to pay for the engines 


in future, at a reported cost of 
around £13m. 

Frank Williams, who runs the 
team, expressed his delight at the 
new deal. “Whether it is on the 
track or in the office, continuity 
is one of the keys to success in 
the motor racing business." 

But not necessarily in the 
cockpit, as Damon Hill could 
testify. The world champion's re- 
placement at Williams, Heinz- 
Harald Frenlzen, goes into this 
weekend’s Argentinian Grand 
Prixwith his talent and mental 
strength under severe scrutiny. 

The German has been a dis- 
appointment in his opening 
two races with Williams. 
Frentzen was lying second in 
Australia before sliding out 
with brake failure with three • 
laps left, but in Brazil he was un- 
able to overtake Hill’s Arrows 
before finishing ninth. 

It is in qualifying that be has 


underperformed in compari- 
son with his double pole winning 
team-mate, Jacques VUleneuve. 
Frentzen only took second 
place in Melbourne with a late 
run, but was still nearly two sec- 
onds slower than Vflleneuve, 
while in Sao Pau/o he was 
eighth on the grid. 

The 29-year-old had to scrap 
a jrianned break in Brazil before 
tins weekend’s race, travelling 
to the team's headquarters in 
Grove instead for a meeting 
with Frank Williams. 

“I know there, is more to 
come from the car. and from 
me,” said Frentzen, who was 
tipped as a world championship 
candidatemo after swapping 
the Sauber for the Williams. “1 
know there is more pressure on 
me this year; But I can cope. 
Without doubt, I am hoping to 
be on' a better position oil the 
grid in Argentina. 




Newcastle yesterday refuted 
.cl aims that they have received 
a staggering £20m offer from 
Barcelona for file England cap- 
tain, Alan Shearer. 

The Magpies' £15m world 
record signing had been linked 
with a move to the Spanish dub 
as replacement for the Brazil- 
ian.star Ronaldo, who is said to 
be on hs way to Italy before the 
start of next season, but these 
reports have been shot down by 
the Newcastle chief executive, 
Freddie Fletcher. 

- “The position is thatwe know 
nothing about it. We have not 
received any offer for Alan 
Shearer," he told CLubCalL 

"Rfe bought Alan Shearer be- 
cause we believe he is a world- 
class player, not to make any 
money out of him by re-selling 
him. Alan Shearer wfl] not be 
for sale from Newcastle Unit- 
ed at any price." 

Barcelona are managed by 
. the former England manager 
Bobby Robson, who at one 
stage was favourite to succeed 
Korin Keegan at St James’ ftrk. 

He will need a world-class 
striker if Ronaldo is lured to 
Italy by either Lazio or Juven- 
tus, who are both reported to 
have made £30m offers. 

However, Newcastle's man- 
ager, Kenny Dalglish, is ready 
to rebuild the side he inherit- 
ed from Keegan in January 
around Shearer. Shearer re- 
turned to his Tyneside roots in 
a blaze of publicity last summer 
when Keegan signed him from 
Blackburn. 

He is Newcastle's leading 
scorer despite missing two 
months of the season through in- 
jury and made his comeback 
from a third groin operation in 
10 months last weekend, scaring 




in a 1-1 draw with Sunderland. 

Franz Beckenbauer will trav- 
el to Switzerland with the Ger- 
man football federation 
executives next week in a bid to 
persuade European governing 
body Uefa to back Germany's 
bid for the 2006 World Cup. 

The former World Cup win- 
ning captain and coach has 
been given a leading role in the 
German federation's campaign 
to host the finals. 

Both England and Germany, 
who are involved in a battle to 
get crucial Uefa support will 
meet officials from the gov- 
erning body in Geneva on 17 
April. 

Uefa believes Europe should 
put forward just one candidate 
to soccer's world governing 
body, Fife, which makes a de- 
cision on the venue in the year 
2000. 

South Korea and Japan were 
involved in a bitter and expen- 
ave battie to host the 2002 event 
and were eventually awarded 
tbe finals jointly. 

Uefa wants to avoid a simi- 
lar situation in Europe. But the 
Germans have ruled out any 
ideas of a joint , bid with Eng- 
land. 

Last weekend the Fifa gen- 
eral secretary, Sepp Blatter, 
made it clear Fife did not re- 
quire Uefa to back just one 
candidate. Even if rejected by 
the European body. England 
would be able to continue thek 
bid. 

“The Fifa rules at the mo- 
ment do not require a continent 
to put forward just one candi- 
date," be said. 

■ Fifa yesterday upheld a life 
ban on the former World Cup 
referee Kurt ROthlisberger, 
who was accused of corruption. 


Today, big 
companies build 
big applications 
on Windows NT. 


Good news for Williams 


R/3 SYSTEM 


MorseNT is the leading integrator of 
Windows NT applications. 

Morse has helped many companies to 
move their data and applications to NT. 

We can build complete SAP R/3 
enterprise solutions based on Compaq 
Proliant systems. And we can integrate 
these with secure, high performance 
- storage and back-up solutions. 

WeH gladly demonstrate this to you in 
our Applications Centre, or arrange for a 
consultant to visit you. Please cafl us. 







